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f fhe cfa of the Reformation, now on the eve 
^b of three centuries ago, the venerahle founders 
of the Church of Scotland were most desirous to 
have that church established on scriptural principles. 
They were anxious to have its ordinances— its doc- 
trine and discipline in perfect accordance with Apos« 
tolic teaching and Apostolic practice. Believing that 
any services — whether rites, fasts or forms-coffered to 
God, which are not enjoined in His Word, are offen- 
sive to Hinij most injurious to the souls of all who 
observe them, and sooner or later calculated to prove 
the overthrow of any church which inculcates them, 
they, carefully excluded every thing from divine ser- 
vice for which they found no clear authority in the 
Word of God, assured that iq doing so they were 
giving to the church a constitution of living power, 
which, while it retained, would preserve it in beauty, 
purity and efficiency^ and cause it to prove a blessing 
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tion. As for our neighbour Kirke in England it is 
an evil said mass in English* wanting nothing but 
the liftings (the raising of the host.) I charge you 
my good people, ministers, doctors, elders, nobles, 
gentlemen, and baronis, to stand to your purity ; and 
I forsuith, so long as I bruike my life and crowne, 
sail mainteane the same against all deidlie«" How 
the people kept this charge, and how he kept his 
word will now be seen. 

He had no sooner set his foot on English ground 
than we find him laying it down as an axion, that 
** No Bishop no King." This absurd notion and a 
desire to carry it into practise was the cau?e of all the 
vils which befel the Church of Scotland for many a 
long year. 

tJarly next year (in Feb. 1604) James sent three 
articles to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, '*whereunto 
all snch as are admitted to preaehe, read, catechize, 
minister the sacraments, or to execute anie other ec- 
clesiastical function, doe agree and consent, and testifie 
the same by subscriptioun of their names.'' 

1. •' That the king hath, and ought to have sover- 
aintie over all manner of persons ather ecclesiastical 
or temporal " 

2. " 1 hat the booke of common prayer and of or- 
deaning of bishops, preists and deacons sould be used 
in public prayer and the administration of the saora^- 
ments and none other.** 

8. V That the Bopk^ of Articles of ReKgioun agreed 
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upon at London in 1562 and set forthe by authority,^ 
are agreeable to tbe word of God." 

** James Melvill pointed out tbe threatened danger 
and requested his brethren' to give wairning, in cace 
there be occasion, to the Presbyteries throughout the 
countrie." 

In 1606 the Scottish Parliament, composed of men 
who were well known to be favourable to the king's 
, vieivs, agreed to '*the setting up of bishops of new, 
with their whole livings, rents, privileges, conform to 
those of old in tyme of Poperie, and a confirmation 
of their new gifts," " and the General Assemblie is 
continued (prorogued) by proclamation to May, and 
so," says the historian, *• sail run on from yeere to 
yeere till the mysterie of iniquitie be perfytted." — 
At the same time James called to him eisjht of the 
leading ministers in Scotland — that by conversing 
with them — by causing his bishops to argue with 
them, and preach before them on matters of dispute 
and enforce the propriety of complying with his ob- 
noxious tenets, he might break down their opposition, 
or at least divide them and thereby effect his purpose. 
In Scotland he was unwearied in his endeavours to 
compass the same end, getting constant moderators 
to preside at Presbyteries and Provincial Synods — 
sending visitors throughout the country to confer 
with the recusant — confining some and banishing 
others for some Iriflng pretext — packing and bribing 
%h^ Assemblies (when \ie di,d call them together) to 
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care that tllb biihoftf shoald have |)1enty of friends 
in it to Imek them and support their views ; accor^ 
dingly in the Assembly at Perth in 1618, kneeling 
at the sacraments, private communion, private bap> 
tism, secret confirmation, and the observance of fes- 
tivals wew enjoined. These called the five articles 
of Perth were ratified by Parliament in 1621. And 
the same year, as if in perfect derision of all vital re- 
ligion — and to unite the ghostly with the gay — pro- 
clamation was made, by the king, in favour of ''any 
lawful recreation" on the sabbath day, such as dan- 
cing either for men. or women, archery for men» leaping 
vaulting. May-games, Whitson ales, Morris-dances, 
and the setting up of Maypd.es — *' and that women 
sail have leave to carry rushes to the church for the 
decoringof it according to their old custom." But 
as another foil to this, at the same time was estab- 
lished the High Commission Court— a tribunal (d a 
kindred nature, and for purposes similar to that of the 
Holy Inquisitfon. Under this tlie best of Scotland's 
sons groaned and lamented from year to year. Their 
cmly hope was that the time might yet come when 
they would be enabled to hold & free and independent 
General Assembly, and at length that period arrived. 
In the last years of James, from various causes, 
mattevs were not carried on with such a high hand as 
they bad formerly been-— Charles I., though most de- 
sirous to follow his father^s foelsteiiSr had many other 
tiiinga to occupy bis time aod atteKtim* The dfah 



jiutes betwixt him and his Parliament were abont 
matters of the gravest import. 1 he bishops by their 
avarice, insolence and profligacy were becoming obnox- 
ious to all, but, nevertheless, and as if perfectly infa- 
tuated, just at the time when there was the utmost 
discontent in England, Chftrles tesolved to establish 
ftn Episcopacy of a darker and more offensive sort in 
Scotland th&tt ever yet had been thought of. 

The Canons for the erecting of this new ecclesias- 
tical jurisdiction were issued in 1635 ; but the first 
attempt to read the liturgy,— which was drawn up by 
Archbishop Laud, and is very different in many re- 
spects fiom that of the Chiireh of England, — in St 
Giles' Church Edinburgh in 1637^ produced such a 
tumult, that it was not thought safe to repeat the ex- 
periment. The match however had been applied, and 
an explosion took place, for which neither the king 
nor his courtiers were prepared. The attempt to force 
upon the peoplfe a semi-popish service raised a uni^ 
versal combination of them against innovations begun 
by James, carried on by Charles, atid tiow still far- 
ther attempted. It produced the celebrated docu- 
ment, denominated the Solemn League and Covenant^ 
which was subscribed, with the utmost enthusiasm by 
all ranks — nobility^ gentry, ministers and pcfople. — 
1 he memorable General Assembly^ which met in 
Glasgow in 1638 by authority from the king^K^ had 
given them leave to meet, but they would not separate 
when the Ass^nbly was dissolved by his Comniis^ 
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doner) virtually ratified autl carried out the purpose* 
of that Solemn League. The king was indignant, 
and prepared for war. The Covenanters (so called 
from the famous document they had subscribed) pre- 
pared to meet him ; at the same time they declared 
themselves still his loyal subjects, and that they had 
taken up arms only to defend themselves, and those 
principles which were most dear to them, which rather 
than renounce, they said, they would renounce their 
baptism. Owing to the want of money, Charles had 
soon to disband his troops : but having shortly after, 
by various expedients, raised a considerable sum, he 
again marched an army to the north, consisting of 
19000 foot and 20Q0 horse. A detachment of this 
force was attacked by the Scots at Newburn on the 
Tyne, several were killed, the rest fled, and such a 
panic seized the whole English army that it retreated i 
to Yorkshire. To prevent the further advance of the 
ScotSj a temporary treaty was made at Rippon ; and in 
1641 Charles came to Scotland to settle all disputes. 
The Bench of Bishops and Lords of Articles were 
abolished, and whilst he remained in Scotland the 
king conformed to the established Presbyterian church, 
gave pensions to Henderson, Gillespie and other 
popular preachers, and used every art to regain the 
affections of his subjects. But matters had come to 
a crisis. The breach between the king and his Eng- 
lish Parliament, which had existed for several years, 
waxed greater and greater. Both parties had recourse 
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tQ arms. The sucsess at fir$t waa various^ l>ut «qq)| 
the royal c^use began to wane, and on the 30th of 
January 1649 Charles expired oa the scaffold. 

Under Cromwell, though the people of Scotland 
had various causes for being o^nd^» tbey enjoyed 
su^cient religious toleration. 

During the last years of the Protectorate a reaction 
was gradually taking place in favonr of monarchy ; 
and in 1660 Charles II. was iqvited to take possession 
of his ancestral crown and kingdoni. For a little 
space his conduct gave univeri^ satisfaction. He 
seemed desirous to consign %o oblivion the memory 
of past animositiesj, and to unite every p^rty in affec- 
tion for their country and their prince. The Presby- 
terians shared this honour as well 9s the Kpiseopali^ 
^ns. Even Baxter and Calamy were ma<le Chaplainr 
to the king ; and believing that the experienee, which 
had cost his father so dear, would not be lost upon 
him, great was the joy of the people of Sco^and — 
But soon their best hopes were cruelly blasted. The 
king soon gave unelancholy proof that he was resolved 
to follow the same reckless course that his father and 
grandfather had done, and that a third and a far more 
desolating persecution, than she h^d yet endured^ wa$ 
to waste unhappy Scotland. 

On the 13th July I66I the Privy Council was fs.- 
tablish^d and it soon began its black ^nd bloody work* 
On the 6th September following by it the government 
pf bishops w^Sl re^toJT^d. T\d» was ratij^ h^ T^9flu 



atnent the following yeah Mr Jimed Hairiiton bro- 
ther to the Earl of Belhaveii, and minister of Cam- 
bnsnethan was appointed to the See of Gallov^ay. 
'* His gifts," sftys Wodrow, ** were reckoned every wa jr 
ordinary, but he was remailcable for his cunning and 
time-serving temper.'* It is not cur intention farther 
to notice thfe proclamations of the king — thd decree^ 
of the Privy Council (who conveyed the wishes of 
the king to the bishopd and at the same time directed 
the secular power to carry the resolutions of the bis- 
hops into effect) — nor the obnoxious acts of Parlia- 
menty which in quick succession were fulminated forth 
against a devoted people ; like the plagues of Egypt 
every bne of them was worse than the preceding. — 
Btit coming from the hand of man (though God per- 
initted them) they were ruthless and had nothing to 
mitigate them. They Hie related by the indefatigable 
Wodrow. They drove the noble front his hall, the 
|)easant frotn his cot« They subjected all to fines^ 
imprisohment, torture and death. They caused three 
hundred and fifty ininisters to leiive their churche^r 
and manses in one day— and this not on account of 
having made or attempting to make innovation them- 
selves, which the state would not sanction— and when 
they were out, every attempt, which the cruelty of 
mau could devise, was made to drive them ih again, 
and compel them to comply with those a<^t8 of wor- 
fthip which were aii abomination io them ; A vastly 
different matter from being allowed^ when out, to act 
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as they pleased. The mountains, the moors, and 
grave-yards of Scotland yet tell the dire eflects of 
these horrific times— the like of \vhich since then 
there has never been and let us hope never shall be. 

Kirkcudbright and Wigtonshirc were the Jerusalem 
and Judea of the Covenant. Our forefathers there 
sufiered more, it would seem, for the truth, and for 
conscience sake than did those in other parts of ^^ cot- 
land. The following pages are an official account of 
the proceedings of their opponents. As such they 
are of great value and deserve to be read with the 
deepest attention. They are no dry or worthless 
remnants of a former age. They give a most graphic 
description of the state of religion and society in these 
lands about two centuries ago. In the minds of dif- 
ferent individuals the perusal of them may awaken 
very different feelings, but they are well calculated 
to cause all deeply to value the civil and religious 
liberty they now enjoy or may enjoy, and to fill the 
mind with gratitude to that noble, faithful, devoted^ 
but much misrepresented band, who for twenty-eight 
years maintained the cause of religious freedom and, 
having through God's grace *' weathered the storm,'* 
at the Revolution, returned to their parish churches 
to worship their God and Saviour in simplicity and 
truth- 

These Records which are here for the first time 
time presented to the public are written in a fine old 
hand on thirty-five leaves foolscap folio, by Andrew 
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Symson minister of Kirkinner, and atithot of the 
Description of Galloway, They are printed verbatim, 
literatim et punctatim. It will be observed that 
there is not always a uniformity in the spelling, and 
also that some sentences are imperfecit — but such is 
the manuscript, with which no liberty whatever has 
been taken. It is deeply to be regretted that the 
Records do not extend till 1668 — throughout the 
whole of that eventful period, but in publishing that 
portion of them which remains, it is conceived that an 
important service has been rendered to the church 
and to society* 

** When Alpine tales threw forth a duppliaht cr^ 

The majesty of England interposed, 

And the sword stopped ; the bleeding wounds ware dofed, 
And faith preserred her ancient purity. 

How little boots that precedent of goodj 
Scorned or forgotten thoti canst testify. 

For England's shame, O Sister Realm ! from wooid^ 
Mountain, and moor^ and crowded street, where lie 

The headless Martyrs of the Covenant^ 
Slain by compatriot Protestants, that draw 

From Councils senseless as intolerant 
Their warrant. Bodies fall by wild sword law. 
But who would force the soul, tilts with a straw 

Against a champion cased in adamant.'^ 

-^WcfRBteWOMH. 
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\HE ReGISTEB of the SyNOD of GATi- 

LOW AY holden at the Kirke of Wig- 
TOWNE» oil Tuesday the five and tvveivtieth 
day of October oue thousand six hundred six tie and 
four; and in the sixteenth year of the Reigne of 
our Soveraigne Lord Charles ye 2d,, King of 
Great Brittatne, France and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faithj &c. 



At WigtQwne, die Martk Octob, 25, 1661. 

The wliieh day sermon being begun and ended by 
y® Right Rev^' Father in God James Lord Bishop 
of Galloway, etc. 

Sederunt — The members of y^ Synod of Gallo- 
way then present, ^z.i — James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway foirsaid. Master John JafJiay minister of 
Kirkcudburgh and moderator to the bretheren of tbe 
exercise there, Mr James Scott minister of Tung- 
land, Mr James Kirke minister of Balmaghic, Mr 
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George Davidson minister of Reddick, Mr Robert 
More minister of Balmaelellan, Mr Norman M^Kinnie 
minister of Corsefaime, Mr George Leith minister 
of Twynam, Mr Alex'- Irwin minister of Parton, 
Master James Garshore minister of Penygham and 
moderator to y® bretheren of the exercise at Wig- 
towne, Mr Alex^^- Cunigham minister of Glassertowne, 
Mr James Colhoun minister of VVhitheme, Mr James 
Barrie minister of Mochrum, Mr Andrew Symson 
minister of Kirkinner, Master James Huteheson min- 
ister of Inch and moderator to y® bretheren of y® ex- 
ercise at Stenrauer, Master Walter APGill minister 
of Lochswalt. 

And after invocation of the name of God by y® said 
Right Rev^ Father, Mr Andrew Symson minister of 
Kirkinner was chosen Clerk ^pro tempore. 

Absents otitofy^ Preshytry of Kirkcudburgh. — 
Mr George Henry minister of Dairy, Mr John Schaw 
minister of Kells, Mr Alexander Reid minister of 
Kirkmabreck, Mr William Naismith minister of Borg 
and Mr Patrick Swinton minister of Corsemichael. 

Absents out of y^ Presbytry of Wigtowne — Mr 
Rob*- Fleming minister of Monnigaffe and Mr James 
Cooper minister of Wigtowne. 

Absents out of y^ Presbytry of Stenrauer.^^Mx 
Thomas Ireland minister of Kirkmaiden, Mr George 
Forbes minister of Portpatrick. 
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Mr William Naismith excused by his letter for his 
absence. 

Master Patrick Swinton excused by his letter for 
his absence, being sick. 

Master Thomas Cooper excused for his absence 
from y® synod, being sick. 

Thomas Hannay, parishioner of Sorbie, being 
under processe for alledged incest with Jennet Schaw 
and being by y® presbytry holden at Wigtowne, 
Octob. 5, 1664, referd to y® Synod and by them y® 
day forsaid summond, apud acta^ to this day, was 
called and compeird, y® Synod delays him till the 
morrow at ten a clock. 

Robert Maxwell and William Hardie, parishioners 
of Whitherne being referd by the Presbytery of Wig- 
towne, Octob. 19, 1664, to compeir before y® Synod, 
(being disobedient to y® Presbytries citations) were 
cited to this day and were called, but compeird not, 
y® Synod delays their sentence till the morrow at 
ten a clock. 

Master James Bell minister Kirkolme, being cited 
by y® Presbytry of Stenrauer to y® Synod, was calld 
but compeird not, the Synod delays their sentence till 
the morrow at ten a clock. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Master James 
Scot, Mr John JafFray, Mr George Davidson, Mr 
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Nonnan M^Kinnie^ Mr James Garshore, Mr Alex- 
ander Cunigham, Mr James Colhoun^ Mr James 
Barriej Mr Andrew Symson» Mr James Hutcheson 
and Mr Walter M^Gill to meet with the Bishop, in 
his chamber, at five a dock in the aftemoone, upon 
ye privie conference. 

The Synod was adjourned till y^ mome at ten a 
clock. 

This Session was closed with prayer to Grod made 
by y® Right Rev^ Father in God James, Lord Bis- 
hop of Galloway. 

At y* Privie Conference, hora S^'post merid. 

All y« above appointed ministers were present ex- 
cept Mr Walter M^Gill. 

At y^ Kirhe of Wigtotvne, die Mercurii 
Octob. 26, I664f.—Sess. 2«- 

Sederunt. — ^James Lord Bishop of Galloway, Mr 
John Jaffray, Mr James Scot, Mr James Kirke, Mr 
George Davidson, Mr Robert More, 'Mr George Leith, 
Mr Norman M'Kinnie, Mr Alex'- Irwin, Mr James 
Garshore, Mr Alex'* Cunigham, Mr James Colhoune, 
Mr James Barrie, Mr Andrew Symsou, Mr James 
Hutcheson, Mr Walter M^Gill, Mr George Forbes. 

And y« name of God was invocated by the Bishop. 
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Mr George Forbes excused for his absence from 
y« first session because he was hindred by y® great- 
nesse of y^ waters. 

^tt mvi sm\ m stpridt fxm % |nWit $tViums. 

Octob. 26, 1664. 

The which day it was represented to the Bishop 
and Synod by divers ministers present, that many of 
their parishoners did willfully absent themselves from 
y^ preaching of the word and other divine ordinances 
and did refiise to bring their children to the church to 
be baptized by them, but either keeped them unbap- 
tized or took them to outed ministers of their owne 
prindples to be baptized privately by them. There* 
fore y^ Bishop and Synod ordaines all y® ministers 
within this diocesse of Galloway to take notice of 
such persones as have absented themselves hitherto 
from their churches and other divine ordinances and 
conforme not to y® act of counsell made for remeid 
hereof, and to admonish all such persons in thmr sev** 
erall parishes to keep y* diureh and that upon three 
severail Lords days in time of divine service, and, in 
case after the said three admonitions they shall con* 
tinue obstinate, to delate and present their names to 
y^ Bishop that letters may be raised to cite them be* 
fore y® high Commission to be punished for this their 
contempt of y* ordinances and of the laws of churdi 
and state made for observing of the same. As also, 
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because it was thought nether possible nor necessary 
that all y® common people of a parish, who willfully 
absents themselves from church should be cited to y® 
high Commission, or that honourable judicatorie 
should be troubled with such a multitude of common 
people as might be brought before them upon that 
account, the Bishop and Synod considering seriously 
what course were left to be taken for curing of the 
obstinate spirits of such persons and finding that the 
lenity that hitherto hath been used towards them 
hath rather encouraged them to go on in contempt of 
divine ordinances then hath been a meanes to amend 
them. Therefore the Bishop and Synod thinks it fit 
that their obstinacy should be represented to y® Lords 
of his Majesties secret Councell tod their Lordships 
humbly desired to send in a party of souldiers to 
quarter upon such obstinate persons in every parish, 
as shall be nominate to them by the minister thereof, 
untill they pay twentie shillings Scots for every days 
absence from y® church conforme to the Act of Coun- 
cell made thereanent, and because severall persons in 
severall parishes have been already admonished three 
severall Lords days, the Bishop and Synod ordaines 
the ministers thereof to send their names attested 
under their hands to y® Bishop that letters may be 
raised for summoning them to the high Commission 
in the interim. And likewise, because the Bishop 
and Synod finds that severall ministers have been 
somewhat too sparing hitherto to admonish such ob- 
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stinate delinquents or being admonished to present 
their names to y® effect forsaid. Therefore it is 
hereby ordained that they shall immediiately after 
their returne to their severall churches put this pre- 
sent Act to execution according to the true intent 
and meaning thereof, without any respect or favour 
to any person or persons of whatever degree, quality 
or sex they be of. Discharging y® saids ministers 
and every one of them under the paine of y® highest 
censure to conceal or dispense with any such delin- 
quents unlesse they do presently come to y® church 
and give good and full assurance for keeping of y® 
same in all time coming. Ordaining y® severall 
Presbytries and moderators of this Diocesse to take 
coppies of this present act and to cause every minister 
within their bounds to make publick intimation of 
the same in their severall churches so soone as con- 
veniently may bQ* 

itt iincnt ftr |amw itil 

Octoh. 26, imii.—Sess. 2«- 

The which day Masterr James Bell minister at 
Kirkolme, ( who was suspended by y® Bishop and 
Committee of y® Synod of Galloway, commissionate 
for that eflFeqt, at Wigtown y® 24 day of November, 
1663, and that for y® causes contained in the act 
of his suspension,) being cited to the Synod and not 
compering, y® Bishop ^nd Synod taking to consider- 
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atimi thftt he eantiot be won by lenity seing since 
y^ daid time of his suspension (which is now vary 
neer a year) he hath obstinately continued in his 
ftmner principles! and ndther by woid^ nor write^ or 
mediation of fiiends offered any satis&ction to y« 
ffishop or to submit to y« present government, but 
on y^ contrary in contempt thereof and of his forsatd 
suspension «ft officio et beneficio, hath exercised 
some part of y^ ministeriall function in bqitizing of 
a diild, and that of another parish. Therefore the 
^hit^ and Synod having no farther hopes of his 
submitting to y* present government, and finding it 
necessary that the parish should no longer be de- 
frauded of ministeriall duties have mdained, and by 
tibis their present act ordaines y® presbjrtry of Sten- 
rauer to dte him to their next presbytry day to 
dimit y^ said church that another may be presented 
thereto. And in case of his not compeirance, being 
lawfully dted, or of his refusal to dimit y® said church 
and to dispossesse himselfe of y® manse thereof, to pro- 
noimce y® sentence of deposition against him and to 
declare y® said church vacant. As also, upon y® next 
Lords iday thereafter, to send one of their number to 
y* said Master James Bell to intimate to him per* 
aonally, and if he cannot be found, to leave a coppie 
of y^ act of deposition at his dwelling house^ as also 
to y® said parish church of Kirkolme and there pub- . 
UcUy after sermon to intimate y^' said sentence and 
1;o declare y* said church to be vacant, that y^ patron 
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may present another thereto* and this they shall doe 
as they will be answerable to the Bishop and Synod. 

The which day it being represented to the Bishop 
and Synod that notwithstanding of former acts made 
and standing in force for an uniformitie in practise 
among y^ bretheren of the respective Presbytries 
within this Diocesse, that is to say that every min- 
ister should close his prayer, by saying of the Lords 
prayer, should close y® psalme with y« doxologie, 
should require of every parent at y® baptizing of 
his child y® articles of his faith, should pray for his 
Majestic according to the titles that are ip practise, 
as also for y® Archbishops and Bish ops, as also that 
there should be reading of the scriptures instead of 
lecturing in the publick congregations before y^ ser- 
mon in y® forenoon. Yet they having heard that 
some of y® bretheren within y® Diocesse have not 
been carefuU to put in practise these duties. There- 
fore the Bishop and Synod ordaines, likeas by this 
present act they require, every minister presently to 
put in practise these duties, and that the Moderators 
of every Presbytry inquire hereanent and see that y* 
samen be duly done, and to be ready to give an ac- 
count of their diligence as they will be answerable at 
y* next Synod. 

2# 



J 
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%ti wmd tmsius im&tts. 

Octdb. 26. 1664.— S'^M. 2«- 

'The Bishop and Synod considering that many 
churches within this Diocesse are not yet provided 
with com]^tent stipends conforme to y* act of Parlia- 
ment made for augmentation of stipends, and likewise 
that many ministers whose churches are provided al- 
ready cannot know the quantums of their provisions 
in respect the late ministers have taken away with 
them the decreets of locality and will not deliver 
them to the present ministers. Therefore it is here- 
by ordained that all ministers of this Diocesse who 
have not as yet competent provisions, raise letters for 
summoning the heritors, tacksmen and others (having 
or pretending right to y® teinds of their respective 
parishes) before y® Commission for plantation of 
churches, to hear and see competent stipends pro- 
vided thereto and localities granted thereupon, and 
that they doe this timeously, either by themselves 
every one of them, or at least to employ some one of 
their number, as their Commissioner for getting y 
same done. It is also hereby ordained that these 
ministers whose churches are already provided, but 
have not y® decreets of locality, use all diligence to 
get y® saids decreets, either from the late ministers of 
their respective parishes, or out of y® registers, and 
in case they cannot be gotten either of these wayes to 
raise letters in manner forsaid for summoning y^ her- 
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itors and others having or pretending right to y« 
teinds of their respective parishes before y® said Com- 
mission to hear and see their churches provided with 
competent stipends and localities granted thereupon. 
And further, because some ministers may be induced 
to make 'private transactions and agreements with 
their patrons and others claiming right to y® teinds 
of their parishes to the prejudice of y® church and 
their successors. Therefore it is ordained that no 
ministers of this T3iocesse make any such transaction 
or agreement to the prejudice of their successors un- 
der the paine of Deposition but shall use diligence to 
get ye stipend of their Churches setled by the above 
said Commission. Likeas, where manses are not 
commodious and where there is not horse and cows 
grasse designed according to the act of Parliament, 
that forthwith the Respective ministers use their dili- 
gence to obtain y® same. 

^rt anent mimtm absent ftm t^tir tfeargt 

The which day y* Bishop and Sjrnod being in- 
formed that some bretheren within the Diocesse ab- 
sent themselves from their respective Charges many 
Lords days together, for remeid whereof they by this 
their act ordaine that no minister shall be absent 
from his charge two Lords days together, but first 
signify y® same to y® Presbytry or moderator thereof, 
obbdning their leave, and that no minister shall be 
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^bs^nt four days together without a licence in wiite 
from the Bishop^ and during y® time of his absence 
he deal with some one brother or another to supply 
his place. As also, that no minister shall be absent 
from his Congregation six Lords days under y« paine 
of being suspended from his office during y^ Bishops 
pleasure. And it is hereby ordained that each Pres- 
bytry see this act carefully observed as they will be 
answerable to y® Bishop and next Synod. 

^d mmi afrstnts fram i\t frnhgtrff* 

The Bishop and Synod being informed that divers 
ministers of this Diocesse doe frequently absent them- 
selves from y® meetings of their respective Presby- 
tries. Therefore the Bishop and Synod do hereby 
ordaine that if any minister shall be absent at any 
tyme from y® Diet of his respective Presbjf try he shall 
consigne his shilling before his excuse be heard and 
if it be not judged by the Presbytry to be relevant, 
he shall loose his money and be rebuked, if y® second 
time he shall loose his money and humble himselfe 
for his fault. 

§lrt mui t\i mm\m ai i\t §lmlmms. 

Ocfoh. 26, 1664. 

The which day y® Bishop and Synod being in- 
formed that some of the bretheren of y® Presbytry 
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of Kirkcudburgh that live at a great distance from 
the seat of y® Presby try do not keep y® Diets of the 
Presbytry specially in y® winter season, and that be- 
cause of y® distance of place, as also that they cannot 
get thier delinquents brought to y® Presbytry of 
Kirkcudburgh. Therefore it is hereby ordained that 
the Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh (upon y® desire of the 
ministers of y® Glenkennes, how oft and so oft as it 
shall be found necessar) shall delegate some of their 
number to meet with y® bretheren of y® Glenkennes 
at y® Newtowne pf Gallowsty, or- any other place where 
it shall be held most convenient, and that for y® ex- 
ercise of Discipline and punishing of delinquents in 
these bounds, and this allways without prejudice of 
their observing and keeping y® Diets of presbytry at 
y® seat thereof in Kirkcudburgh. 

%d mmt pr |0l]tt Stfeato jniitister of %dlf. 

Master John Schaw minister of Kells having been 
these two Synods absent without a signified excuse, 
as also y® Bishop and Synod being informed that he 
is constantly and frequently absent from his charge 
sometimes four Sundays and sometimes six together. 
Wherefore y® Bishop and Synod recommends y® tryall 
and censure of y® said Mr John Schaw to y« Pres- 
bytry of Kirkcudburgh, that is to say if they find not 
his excuses weighty and reljsvant they suspend him 
from y® exercise of his ministry for a competent time. 
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or inflict what other censure his offences shall by them 
be thought fit to demerit requying hereby, y« said 
Presbytry to give an account hereof to y® Bishop or 
at farthest to y« next ensuing Synod. 

Jlrt mmt fir §m^t fMj mmttt 0f galrj^ 

Mr George Henry of Dairy being absent from 
y® Synod neither sending his excuse by write, nor 
sending y® acts of y® former Synods, and it being 
heard that he is frequently absent from his Congre- 
gaition contrary to y® acts of y® Synod, therefore it is 
hereby ordained that y® Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh 
cite y® said Mr George Henry to compeir before them, 
and enquire anent y® grounds of his absence and referr 
him for censuse to y® Bishop or next Synod. 

%d mnt ftr Jltento itilr mraister fff lirtabmL 

The Bishop and Synod ordaines Master John 
Jaflfray to write a letter to Master Alexander Reid, 
to send a dimission of his church of Kirkmabreck to 
y« Bishop or Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh between 
and the second of February next to come, and in 
case the dimission come not, y« Bishop and Synod 
ordaines y® Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh to send one 
of their number to y® said Kirke of Kirkmabreck to 
declare it vacant. 
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^rt mmt mmtm fettling i^t giets of i\t SpalJ- 

The Bishop and Synod considering that the Diet 
of y« Synod is not so prcisely keeped by y® respective 
ministers in this Diocesse as it should be. Therefore 
they by this their act Ordaine that every minister 
keep precisely y« Diets appointed for y® Synod under 
the paines contained in y® act of Parliament, except 
there be a lawfidl excuse written to y® Bishop and 
Synod by y® minister absent. As also, that every 
minister be present at y® calling of y® Koll^ and if not 
he consigne his dolar before his excuse be heard. 

^d mtwt mimitxi tumim^ al i^tix pai^k. 

The Bishop and Synod ordaines that all ministers 
within this Diocesse go on presently with y® ex- 
amination of their people, and fit and prepare them 
for y® receaving of y® iSacrament of y« Lords Slipper 
with all conveniency and diligence. 

mmt %ixk Itgistm* 

Octob.26,l66i. 

The which day y® Synod represented to y« Bishop 

that y® Registers of y® church viz. — Synod Bookes, 

Presbytry Bookes, and many of their Session Bookes, 

wherein there be severall mortifications for y® use of 



16 SYNOD of' GALLOWAY. 



the poor, with other publick appurtenances belonging 
to the church cannot be gotten from y® late ministers. 
Therefore the Synod doth humbly entreat y« Bishop 
that he would represent ye samen to ye Lords of his 
Majesties Secret Councell or Commission for church 
a&ires. 

Jlntnt t^e Mt mimim abfirtttg in % §iatmt 

The which day y® Bishop and Synod finding that 
the worke of the ministry and the settlement of y® 
church is exceedingly hindred by reason that some 
of the late ministers do. reside in the bounds contrary 
to y® expresse acts of his Majesties Privie Councell. 
Therefore they do think fit that letters of homing be 
raised against all and sundry the late ministers that 
so they may be removed and that a list of them be 
given in to the Bishop. 

nrdi (gxgettants. 

Forasmuch as (notwithstanding of a former act 
to y® contrary) there are within y® Diocesse sundry 
chaplens, pedagogues, schoolmasters and expectants 
that have not given satisfaction according to order. 
Therefore the severall Presbs|:ries within whose bou- 
nds y° forenamed persons officiate, are hereby ordain- 
ed to send some of their brethereu to such persons 
and discharge them from officiating in their severall 
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cliarges ay and while they obtaine a licence from y® 
Bishop according to y® laws and acts n^ade there- 
anent. 

^jtt mnt fmm ^ttL 

The severall ministers of the Diocesse are heroby 
ordained punctualy to observe the acts of the Synod 
as they will be answerable for their failzie to the next 
ensuing Synod. 

The day forsaid Thomas Hannajr parishouer of 
Sorbie, being calld compeird, but stood to liie denyatf 
of incest with Jennet Schaw, y« Bishop and Synod 
referres him to y® Justices^ of y« Peace. 

Jlwttt latmftlgitltSffR. 

Patrick Dickson parishoner of Glassertown, being 
by y® Presbytry of Wigtown, Octob. 19* 1^64, referd 
to y® Synod and summoned to tliis Diet, was calld 
but compeird not, y® Bishop and Synod referres him 
againe to y® Presbytry of Wigtowne to censure him 
as he shall deserve. 

^nent %aU. Pajftoril anir Millim fsririe^ 

Rob*- Maxwell and William Hardie parishoners of 
Whitheme, being cited to the Synod and not com- 
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peiring are Referred to the Presbytry of Wigtowne 
to censure them as their delinquence shall be found 
to demerit. 



The severall Presbytries were remooved, and upon 
their retume receaved the testimony of their bre- 
theren. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Master John 
Jaffray minister of Kirkcudburgh to be moderator 
to the bretheren of the exercise at Kirkcudburgh, 
Master James Garshore minister of Penygham to 
be moderator to the bretheren of the exercise at 
Wigtowne, and Master James Hutchesone minister 
of Inch to be moderator to y® bretheren of the ex- 
ercise at Stenrauer and these to continue till y® next 
ensuing Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Syno- 
dicall meeting to be at Wigtowne, upon the last 
Tuesday of April, in the ensuing year of God one 
thousand six hundred sixtie and five. 

This Last Session was closed with prayer to God 
made by y® Right Reverend Father in God James 
Lord Bishop of Galloway &c. 

A. Symson, cl. s^ 
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The Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway hy his letter dated at Broomhill, 
y« 27 of March 1665, did signifie that he was com- 
manded hy authoritie to wait at Edinburgh the first 
tuesday of Maij and so that it would appear impos- 
sible to keep y® diet of y® next Synod being y® last 
tuesday of April, wherefore he did prorogate y® Synod 
till the third tuesday of Maij being the sixteenth 
day of that month, 

A. Symson, cl. s^ 
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tHE Registee of the Synod of Gal- 
loway holden in the Kibke of Wtg- 
TOWNE» on Tuesday the sixteen day of 
Maij, One thousand six hundred sixtie and five J 
and in the seventeen yeer of the Keigne of our 
Soveraigne Lord Chaeles y^ 2d, King of Great 
Britain ej France, and Ireland^ Defender of the 
Faith, &c. 



At Wigtowne, Die Mariis Ma^ 16, 1665. 

The v^hich day (Sermon being begun and ended 
by Master George Henry minister of Dairy the said) 
Mr George Henry produced, to the members of Synod 
then present, a letter from the Right Reverend Father 
in God James Lord Bishop of Galloway &c , signifying 
that he could not attend the Synod that day but in- 
tended to be present with them y^ next morning. 
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JLt y^ Kirl^ ^ Wigtowme, die Mercury 
May 17^ 1665. Ante Merid. 

The which day Sederunt the members of y® Synod 
of Galloway tiien preset vix-^ames Lord Bishop 
of Galloway, Master James Scot minister of Tung- 
land, Master George Henry minister of Dairy, Master 
William Naysmith minister of Borge, Master Patrick 
Swinton minister of Corsemichael, Master George 
Davidson minister of Beddick, Master Norman M' 
Kinnie minister of Corsefaime, Master George Leith 
nunister of Tivynam, Mast« Alexander Irwin minister 
of Parton, Master James Colhoune 

minister of Whitheme, Master James Barric of Modi- 
rum, Master Andrew Symson minister of Kirkinnet, 
Master Robert Fleming minister of Monygaff<^ Mas- 
ter James Cooper minister of Wigtowne, Master Alex- 
ander Cooper minister of Sorbie, Master Thomas Ire- 
land minister of Kirkmaiden, Master Walter M*Gill 
minister of Lochswalt, and the name of God was invo- 
cated by y« Right Rev^ Father James Lord Bishop 
of Galloway^ 

Master Andrew Symson minister of Kirkitmer ap- 
pointed clerk pro tempore 

Absents out qf tf Preshytry of Kirhcudhurgh—' 
Mr James Kiike minister of Balmaghie and Mr 
Robert More minister of Balmaclellan. 
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Absent out of y* Presbytry of Wigtowne — Mr 
James Garshore minister of Penygham. 

Absent out of y* Presbytry /U Stenrauer — Mas- 
ter James Hutcheson minister of Inch and Master 
George Forbes minister of Portpatrick. 

Master Robert More excused by his letter for his 
absence from the Sjmod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Master James 
Scot, Mr George Henry, Mr William Naysmith, Mr 
Patrick Swinton, Mr James Garshore, Mr James 
Colhoune, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr James Hutch- 
eson and Mr Thomas Ireland to meet with the Bis- 
hop in his chamber after twelve a dock upon the 
privie conference. 

The Synod was adjourned till three a clock in the 
aftemoone. 

This Session was ended with prayer to God made 
by y® said Right Rev^- Father &c. 

At the Privie Conference. 
The ministers above specified did meet upon the 
privie conference as they were appointed. 

At y^ Kirhe of Wigtowne^ Die Mercurij 
Maij 17, 1665. — Sess. 2**- 

Sederunt. — James Lord Bishop of Galloway, Mr 
James Scot, Mr George Henry, Mr Wm, Naysmith, 
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Mr Patrick Swinton, Mr Gjeorge Davidson, Mr Nor- 
man M'Kinnie, Mr George Leith, Mr Alex'^- Irwin, 
Mr James Garshore, Mr James 
Colhoune, Mr Jamed Barrie, Mr Andrew Symson, 
Mr James Cooper, Mr Alex'^- Cooper, Mr James 
Hutcheson, Mr Thomas Ireland, Mr Walter M*Gill. 
and the name of God was invocated by the Bishop. 

^ mmt a tMt ia % ^siifiir* 

Maij 17, 1665. 

The which day y® Bishop and Synod considering 
upon divers inconveniencies that have been and also 
in time to come may be, through the want of a con- 
stant and setled clerk. Therefore they doe appoint 
their well beloved brother Master Andrew Symson 
minister of Kirkinner to be their clerke in time com- 
ing and for his paines they ordaind and by this their 
present act do ordaine that out of every Kirke he 
shall have halfe a crowne in the yeer, that is to say 
y« summe of fifteen shilling Scots at each Synod and 
this present Sjmod to be the first of them. And 
moreover they ordaine the severall ministers of this 
Diocesse to send into him their Presentations, Edicts, 
Collations, Instruments of Institution, decreets, and 
finaly any paper, that may conceme y® publick benefit 
of their churches that so the papers forsaid may be 
registrate in the bookes of Synod there to remaine for 
y® greater good of y® churches forsaid in time comeing. 
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let mrd n pibM |ast 10 ht hai$f}t m 
Mi^iUl lanij 7, 1665. 

Map 17, 1665 

The which <1ay y^ Bishop produced his Majesties 
Prodamation concerning a generall fast to be keeped 
throughout the whole Kingdome of Scotlahdl] upon 
Wednesday y® seventh day of June in this instant 
yeer of God, 1665, for imploring the blessing of Al« 
mighty God upon his Majesties Councells and forces 
imployed in an expedition against y® States of the 
united provinces, intituled A Proclamatian /or a 
puhlick general fast throughout the Realme of 
Scotland. Given at Edinburgh the third day of 
Maij 1665. And y® Bishop forsaid delivered one 
of y® forsaid proclamations to every member of the 
Synod, seriously recommending to the respective min- 
isters, that they would preach twice in their respec- 
tive Congregations and observe y® day forsaid in y® 
most solemn manner according to the tennor of y® 
proclamation in sdl points which they promised to 
doe. Moreover y® Bishop and Synod ordaind and 
by this their piesent act doe ordaine, that the severall 
ministers of this Diocesse, in their puhlick prayers 
earnestly beseech. the Lord to blesse his Majestiecr 
Navie in the expedition forsaid with a glorious vic- 
tory, or with a blessed and an happy peace. 
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^ct ancnt sttplg fax t^e unitersities. 

The v/hich clay y® severall ministers of the Diocesse 
of Galloway taking into their consideration, that 
whereas by the three and twentieth act of the third 
session of his Majesties first Parliament intituled 
Jlct /or additional provision in favours of Univer- 
sities, It was statute and ordained that for the cropts 
and years lG64, 1665, 1666, 1667, i668, every min- 
ister should pay y® summe of fourtie pounds out of 
every tliousand merkes of their stipends or benefices 
and so proportionably six of the hundred as the bene- 
fice or stipend should be valued, by the Bishop of the 
Diocesse. And they being informed by y® Bishop 
that they should have a fourth part of the said summe 
given downe to them out of their silver duty, and that 
their victual should be valued at an hundred merkes 
y® chalder. As also that he had power to appoint a 
Collector in his own Diocesse v/ho should uplift the 
summes forsaid and have y® fifteenth penny allowed 
to him for his paines. Whereupon y® ministers for- 
said to evite any trouble that may. accrew to theai by 
any such Collector, did engage likcas by this their 
present act do engage and oblige themselves to pay 
their severall proportions for y*^ crept and yeer of God 
one thousand six hundred sixtie and four by past, 
unto their respective moderators betwixt y® date 
hereof and j® first day of Julij and y^ said moder- 

4,* 
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ators are to deliver y® summes forsaid unto y® Bishop 
that so they may be employed for y® use* above- 
specified. 

Jld mvi jt Iwsbgtrj srat of ^irltatorg. 

The which day it being represented to y® Bishop 
and Synod by the Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh that 
when they met at Kirkcudburgh on their Presbytry 
days, they could not get so much as an Officer to 
waite upon them, or any to ring a bell in order to 
their exercise. Therefore the Synod requeists the 
Bishop to write to y« Provost and Bailies of Kirk- 
cudburgh that y® greivance forsaid might be amended 
and if it be not then helped the Bishop and Synod 
doth hereby give power to y® Presbytry forsaid to 
remove their seat to any other place within their 
bounds which they shall think most expedient. 

^d mni Hit 6Im1j d |art0«. 

The which day it being represented to y® Bishop 
and Synod by Master Alexander Irwin minister of 
Parton that there is a peice of ground that is more 
convenient for him than the gleib which he now pos- 
sesseth and that the owner thereof would be content 
to make an excambion with him. The Bishop and 
Synod refers y® same to the Presbytry of Kirkcud- 
burgh to doe therein as they shall think expedient, 
without detriment to y® benefice ' of y^ church of 
Partou forsaid. 
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^tt mnt Itr §taqt iaxki Prasttr 0f |0rt5atmL 

The Bifihop and Synod being informed that Mr 
George Forbes minister of Portpatrick hath been ab- 
sent from his charge at y® Kirke and parish forsaid 
for a long time, as also having heard of some scandals 
against y® said Mr George Forbes: Therefore y® 
Synod thinks fit that y® Bishop should write to ye 
said Mr George^ that instantly upon his perill and 
hazzard of y® highest censure y® church can put upon 
him- he repair to y® presby try of Stenrauer to answer 
to such things as shall be laid to his charge, and for 
y® tryalls of y® scandals forsaid y® Bishop and Synod 
ordaines y* Presby try ot Wigtown tameet in a Com- 
mittee with y® Presbytry of Stenrauer to be held 
within y® bounds of y® said Presbytry of Stenrauer 
upon any timeous advertisement from their moder- 
ator. 

The Bishop ajad Synod do hereby appoint y® sev- 
erall Presby tides, to bring in their Presbytry registers 
to the next ensuing Synod. 

The day above specified y® Bishop atid Synod seri- 
ously recommended to y® sev^raU Presbytries that they 
would take care to supply y® vacant congregations in 
their bounds* 
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The which day upon a referenee from y® l^resbytry 
of Wigtowne compeired John Murdoch late Bayly 
of W igtowne (who had been processed by y™ for a 
Scandal of Adultery with Jennet Reid) and being 
exhorted to be ingenuous in confessing y^ truth did 
solemnly protest his innocency in the matter forsaid. 
The Bishop and Synod refers him back to y® Pres- 
bytry of Wigtowne. 

The which day the severall Presbytries were re- 
moved and and upon their retume receaved the tes- 
timony of their bretheren. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Master James 
Scot mijiister of Tungland to be moderator to the 
bretheren of the exetcise at Kirkcudburgh. And in 
his absence Mr Patrick Swinton minister of Corse- 
michael. And Mr James Garshore minister of Pen* 
ygham to be moderator to y® bretheren of the exercise 
at Wigtowne. And Mr James Hutchesone minister 
of Inch to be moderator to the bretheren of y® exer- 
cise at Stenrauer, and these to moderate till y® next 
ensuing Synod. 
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The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Syno- 
dicall meeting to be at Wigtowne the last tuesday 
of October in this instant yeer of God One thousand 
six hundred sixtie and five. 

This last session was closed with prayer to God 
made by y® Right Reverend Father in God James 
Lord Bishop of Galloway. 

A. Symson, cl. s^ 
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VHE HeGISTEE of THE SyNOD OF GaL- 

LOW AY holden at Wigtowne, on Tues- 
day the one and thirtie day of October one 
tbousand six hundred sixtie and fire. And in the 
scTenteen yeer of the Reigne of Our Soveraigne Lord 
Chakles y^ 2d.» King of Great Britaine, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith> &c. 



At ff Kirke of Wigtowne^ Die Martis 
Ociob. 31, 1665, 

The which day sermon being begun and ended by 
the Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway, 

Sederunt — Y^ members of the Synod of Galloway 
ihen present vi^;., — James Lord Bishop of Galloway, 
Mr James Garshore minister of Penygham, and mo- 
derator to y® bretheren of the exercise at Wigtowne, 
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Mr James Colhoun minister of Whithcttie, Ml* JAttieA 
Barrie minister of Mochiuni, Mir Andrew Sym^tt 
minister of Kirkinner, Mr Robert Fleming minister 
of Monnygaffe, Mr James Coopet minister of Wig- 
towne, Mr Alex'- Cooper minister of Sorbie, Mastei^ 
Patrick Swiaton minister of Corsemichael and moder- 
ator to the bretheren of the exercise at Kirkcudburgh^ 
Mr William Naysmith mjpister of Borg» Mr James 
Kirke minister of Balmaghie> Mr Norman M*Kinnie 
minister of Corsefairne, Mr Robert Mom minister 
of Balmaclellan, Mr Alexander Irwin minister of 
Parton, Mr Walter Dalgleish minister of Girton^ 
Mr Rob^ Steel minister of Kells ; and after intoea^ 
tion of y« name of God by the said Right Reverend 
Father, the bookes of the severall Presbytried Were 
called for, the moderators gave in their excuses^ why 
they could not be producd, the Bishop delayd his 
answer till the conference. 

Master James Kirke minister of Balmaghie ex- 
cased for his absence from the late Syndd. 

Absent out qf t/^ Fresbytry qf Kirheudhurgh^ 
Mr George Davidson minister of Reddick, Mr James 
Scott minister of Tungland, and Mr George Leith 
minister of Twynam. 

None absent out ofy^ Presbytry of Wigtowne. 

Absent out of the Presbytry of Stenrauer-^Mr 
James Hutcheson minister of Inch, and moderator 
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to the bretheren of the exercise at Stenrauer, Mr 
Thomas Ireland minister of Kirkolme, ]Mr George 
Henry minister of Stoniekirke, Mr Walter M*Gill 
minister of Lochswalt, Mr James M*Gill minister of 
Kirkmaiden. 

Mr James Scot excusd for his absence from y® 
Synod by his letter. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Patrick Swin- 
ton, Mr William Naysmith, Mr Alex^- Irwin, Mr 
James Garshore, Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew 
Symson, Mr Alex'^- Cooper (and for the Presbytry of 
Stenrauer if they come in time) Mr James Hutcheson, 
Mr Thomas Ireland and Mr George Henry to meet 
w* y® Bishop in his chamber at four a clock in y® after- 
noon upon the privie Conference. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourn es their meeting 
till to morrow at ten of y® clock in the forenoon. 

This Session was closed with prayer to God made 
by y® Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway &c. 

At the Privie Conference^ Jiora 4'«- 

All y® above appointed ministers were present ex- 
cept Master James Hutcheson and Master George 
Henry. 
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At y* Kirke of Wigtowne, Die Mercurij 
Nov. 1, 1665. — Sess. 2«- 

The which day Sederunt James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr James Garshbre, JMr James Colhoun, 
Mr James Barrie, Mr Andrew Symson, Master 
Robert Fleming, Master James Cooper, Mr Alex' 
Cooper, Master Patrick Swinton, Mr Wm. Nay- 
smith, Master James Kirke, Mr Robert More, Mr 
Norman M'Kinnie, Mr Alex^- Irwin, Mr Walter 
Dalgleish, Mr Robert Steel, Mr Thomas Ireland^ 
Mr George Henry, Mr Walter M*Gill, Mr James 
M*Gill, Mr James Shaw minister of Kirkmabreck ; 
and the name of God was invocated by y® said 
Right Reverend Father. 

Mr James Hutcheson coming before y« close of 
y® Synod gave in his excuse to y® Bishop and Synod 
which was accepted by them. 

Mr Thomas Ireland, Mr John Henry, Mr Walter 
M*Gill, Mr James M*GiIl gave in their excuses to 
the Bishop and Synod for their absence from y« first 
Session which also were accepted by them. 

%ti antat %u\ mm\m as m not gmtnt at it 
Imlrgtmal mwtings. 

iVbr. 1, 1665. 
The which day y« Bishop and Synod being in* 
formed that (notwithstanding of a former act of 

5* 
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Synod made at Wigtown October, 26, 1664, intituled 
An Act anent absents from the Preshytry) divers 
ministers within y* Diocesse do frequently absent 
themselves from y* Diets of their Respective meetings, 
to the great detriment of the Church of God in these 
bounds, to the enervating of Discipline, and the dis- 
couraging of their bretheren. Therefore the Bishop 
and Synod ordaind and by this their act do ordaine 
y* moderators of their respective presbytrieg to see y* 
act foirsaid peremptorily put in execution as they will 
be coimtable to the Bishop and Synod, and whereas 
the act forsaid ordaines the minister absent to con- 
eigne his shilling before his excuse be heard it is 
hereby ordained that it be halfe a erowne in time 
coming. 

%mi % %x^mMm irf it ImM of ^ixktiiiW^ 

to i\t §is|ffp anlr 5ipfll>, 

iVbt>, 1, 1665, 

The which day it being represented to the Bishop 
and Synod that their bounds were much pestered and 
troubled with seditious ministers, who having laid 
themselves by, did notwithstanding keep conventicles 
and unlawful meetings to the great hindrance of the 
Worke of the ministry in those parts. The which 
greivance the Bishop and Synod taking into their 
ttnsidopation did require y* Presbytery forsaid to give 
hi a partieular information to y« Bishop of the for*- 
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said ministers names, of the persons who frequented 
thero^ the places where and times when, that so the 
Bishop might represent the same to the Lords of his 
Majesties high Commission, which accordingly they 
did. It was also represented to the Bishop and 
Synod by y® Presbytry forsaid, that these outed 
ministers forsaid did marrie and baptize persons in 
their bounds without testimonialls, and also that they 
came per vices from one corner of y® country unto 
the other. For remeid whereof it was ordained that 
such clandestine marriages should be looked upon as 
unlawful and that such married persons should be 
esteemed and also proceeded against as fornicators till 
they produce testimonialls that they were married by 
a lawful minister, and that such persons as have their 
children baptized by y ^ministers forsaid should be 
proceeded against as such as do detaine their children 
from baptisme. And as for these ministers who do bo 
subtily perambulate from place to place- y® Synod 
thinks it expedient that y® Bishop should represent 
y« same to the Lords of His Majesties High Com- 
mission. The Presbytry forsaid also further declared, 
that one of the cheife causes ( as they supposed ) why 
their bounds were in such an unsettled condition, was 
because they had not (like other shires) justices of 
y® peace who might concur with them for the settl* 
ment of y® same; the Synod therefore desires y« 
Bishop to represent y® matter forsaid to the Lords of 
hi& Majesties Privie Counsell 
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%d mrd |3]jists mmmmtixk ax nut mmmmmit. 

The Bishop and Synod being informed that there 
are many Papists within y® bounds of y® Presbytry 
of Kirkcudbright, as also that many of them are 
lying under y® sentence of excommunication. There- 
fore the Bishop and Synod ordaines that the Presbytry 
of Kirkcudburgh deale with such as have been ex- 
communicated to see, if they desire to be relaxed and 
embrace y® Reformed Religion subscribing to the 
cheife heids and articles thereof, certifying such 
papists forsaid their names are to be given in to 
y® Ordinarie ya* so y® Judge competent may execute 
y® law against them. And as for such papists as are 
not excommunicate, the Bishop and Synod ordaines 
y® Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh, to appoint such of 
their bretheren, as they shall think fit, to confer with 
them. And y® moderator and Presbytry forsaid are 
hereby required to report their diligence to y® Bishop 
and next Synod. 

Nov. 1, 1665, 

The which day y® Bishop and Synod recommend 
to y* severall Presbytries that they appoint some of 
their number who may once or twice at least betwixt 
every Synod discourse in publick sermon-wise (choos- 
ing a fit text for that purpose) upon such common 
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heads of divinitie as are controverted betwixt us and 
y« papists. 

Nov. 1, 1665. 

The which day it is represented to y® Bishop and 
Synod that many of y® late Ministers that had laid 
themselves aside within y® Diocesse contrary to law 
and also did absent themselves from the publick or^ 
dinances in those parishes where they did reside and 
in soe doing gave great offence both to y® Ministers 
and their people. Whereupon the Bishop delivered 
to the Clerk of y® Synod an act of his Majesties 
High Commission ordaining them to give obedience 
to y® late acts of his Majesties Councell made at 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, as also letters of horning 
thereupon. And recommended to the several Pres- 
bytries to make use thereof as they should think ex- 
pedient. 

Ilnent brant topgatijans. 

The Bishop and Synod do seriously recommend 
to the several Presbytries that they take care to supply 
their vacant congregations and in particular y® Pres- 
bytry of Kirkcudburgh to supply the town of Kirk- 
cudburgh when desired by y^ Magistrates for that 
effect. 
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The Bishop and Synod accepts of the excuse 
given in by y* moderators why their Presby try bookes 
were not produced, but with all do hereby ordaine 
that they be puuctually brought in the next Synod. 

^ft m fsfrirars of gabii Ifljll 

The which day y« Bishop and Synod having con- 
sidered y« petition of David Boyll of Kellburne foun- 
ded upon an act of Parliament anent y« allowing of a 
contribution to be collected and delivered to him for 
reparation of y^ harbour of Kellburne, Recommending 
y® same to y® care of y® Archbishops, Bishops and 
ministers. Therefore y® Bishop and Synod recom- 
mends y® same to y® several Presbytries and Ministers 
within y® bounds of this Synod that they would 
carttestly recommend to their severall congregations 
8Uch a charitable and useful worke, when y® said 
David Boyll or any having his warrant shall make 
application to them for y® effect forsaid, 

^Jtt Biuitt toptisMs, msriap snlJ ImllL 

Nov. 1, 1665. 

The which day y® Bishop and Synod considering 
upon many inconvenience that either have been or 
in time to come may be through the want of a pub- 
lick Register for baptismes, burrialls and marriages 
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doe ordaine that every minister within this Diocesse^ 
take care that for y* future there he an exact raster 
at all such baptismes. marriages and burialls as shall 
be in their respective congregations and parishei, 
y^ circumstances of place* time and persons being 
therein inserted. 

Itt Jmmt St lleglstrstitig 0f "^xtttMims, 

dflUatwns, InstittttiimSi icL 

Nov. U 1665. 

. The which day after it had been inepfesented to 
the Bishop and Synod by ]\fr Andrew Symson 
minister of Kirkinner and Clerk to y^ Synod that 
y^ several ministers had not (conforme to an act df 
Synod made at Wigtowne on Maij IT* 1665 ) sent 
unto him their severall presentations^ edicts, collar 
tions, institutions, decreets and other papers, that so 
they might be registrate in y« bookes of Synod for y* 
end specified in y® act forsaid,— It was replyed by 
some present that these papers were y« only right 
and evidence that they had to their stipends and 
maintenance and therefore they could not conveni- 
ently and safely part with tb^m. Whereupon y« 
Bishop and Sj-nod declared that it should be sufficient 
for y® severall ministers to send to him a perfect copy 
of y« papers forsaid, and moreover y* Bighop 2Wd 
Synod ordaind and by this their present act doe 
ordain y« several minister^ of this Dioeesse to send 

r . I 1 ,., • III [i g f I ii<ii| iiiii ii 
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to Mr Andrew Symson forsaid a perfect double of all 
their presentations, edicts, endorsations, collations, 
institutions, decreets, tacks, assignations, composi- 
tions, or any other paper relating to y® benefit of 
their respective Congregations, or at least y® summe 
and substance of y® same subscribed with their hands, 
that so they may be registrate for the end contained 
in y® act forsaid, and it is hereby recommended to 
y® severall moderators to see the same carefully and 
exactly done, and moreover because there are some 
churches which are at present vacant, therefore it is 
hereby recommended to y« several moderators (after 
the planting of such vacant churches as also after 
y® admission of any minister unto any church within 
y® Diocesse whatever) to take care that y® papers 
forsaid be sent to the Clerk for y« end forsaid. And 
also if any other decreets or papers shall be ob- 
tained in time comeing for y® benefit of any church 
within this Diocesse they are to be sent that so 
they may be registrate in the bookes of Synod 
as said is. 

Irifeii €tuuxts. 

Nov.1,1665. 

The which day y^ severall Presbytryes were re- 
mooved and upon their retume rcceaved y® testimony 
of their bretheren. 
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The Bishop and Synod appoints Master Patrick 
Swinton minister of Corsemichael to be moderator to 
the bretheren of y® exercise at Kirkcudburgh. Mr 
James Colhoun minister of Whitherne to be moder- 
ator to the bretheren of y exercise at Wigtowne, 
and Mr Thomas Ireland minister of Kirkolme to be 
moderator to the bretheren of y® exercise at Sten- 
rauer and these to moderate till y^ next ensuing 
Synod. 

The which day y® Bishop and Synod appoints 
their next Synodicall meeting to be at Kirkcudburgh 
upon the last Wednesday of Aprill next to come, in 
y« ensuing yeer of God One thousand six hundred 
sixty and six. 

This last session was closed with prayer to God 
by y® Right Rev^- Father in God James. Lord Bis- 
hop of Galloway, &c. 

A. Symson, cL s**- 




m 



SYNOD OF GALLOWAY. 




^g^l 




\HE Register op the S^nod of Gal- 
loway holden in the KiUKE of Kl&K* 
CUDBUUGH, upon Wednesflay the five and 
twentieth day of April One thousand six hundred 
six tie and six. And in the eighteenth veer of the 
li eigne of Our Soveraignc Lord Chauli s King 
of Great Britaiue, France, and Irland, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. 



At y^ Kirkeof Kirkcudburgk, die MercuriJ 
Apr. 25^ 1606* 

The which day sermon heing begun and ended by 
y** Right Reverend Father in God Japies Lord 
Bishop of Galloway, &c< 

Sederunt — The memberB of y* Synod of Gallo- 
Wcis then present, viz. — Mr James Colhoun, moderator 
tQ ^e brethcren of the exeiciseat W'igtowne, Mi: 



James Barrie minister of Rlodirum, Mr Andrew 
Symsoii minister of Kirkinner, Mr Rob*- Fleming 
minister of Monnygaffe, Mr Alexander Cooper min- 
ister of Sorbie, Mr Norman M'Kinnie minister of 
Whitherne, Master Patrick Swinton minister of 
Corsemichael and moderator to the bretheren of the 
exercise at Kirkcudburgh, Mr George David>on 
minister of Rerick, Mr James Kirke minister of 
Balmaghie, Mr Alex''- Irwin minister of Parton, 
Mr George Leith minister of Twynam, Mr Rob*- 
More minister of Bal.iiaclellan, Mr Qiialter Dal- 
gleish minister of Girton, Mr Rob*- Steel minister of 
Kells, Mr James Schaw minister of Kirkmabreck, 
Mr William Harvy minister of Buthill, Mr David 
M'Querne minister of Corsefairne, Mr Thomas Irland 
minister of Kirkolrae, and moderator to the bretheren 
of the exercise at Stenrauer, Mr George Henry 
minister of Stoniekirke, Mr James Hutcheson min 
ister of Inch, Mr Qualter M'Gill minister of Loeb- 
swalt, Mr James M*Gill minister of Kirkmaiden, 
and Mr John Coldwall minister of Portpatrick, and 
the name of God was invocated by the said Right 
Reverend Father. 

Absent out of 'f Presbytry of Kirkcudhurgh-^ 
Mr William Naysmith minister of Borge. 

None absent from the Presbytry of Stenrauer. 

Absent out if the PrP of Tf^towne-^Mr 3smm 
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Cooper minister of Wigtowne but excused by his 
letter. 

The Bishop and Synod admits of Mr George 
Davidsons excuse for his absence from the last Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod admits of Mr George 
Leiths excuse for his absence from the last Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints, Mr Robert 
Fleming and Mr Alex'^- Cooper to visit the Prt^ 
booke of Kirkcudburgh, Mr James Hutcheson and 
and Mr Walter M^Gill to visit y^ Prty booke of 
Wigtowne, Mr George Davidson and Mr George 
Leith to visit y® Prty book of Stenrauer and to report 
to the Synod, 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Patrick Swin- 
ton, Mr Alex^- Irwin, Mr James Colhoun, Mr James 
Barrie, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Alexander Cooper, 
Mr Thomas Ireland, Mr George Henry and Mr 
James Hutcheson to meet in the Bishops chamber at 
five of the clock in the afternoon upon the Privie Con- 
ference. 

The Bishop and Synod adjournes their meeting 
till to-morrow at nine a plock in the forenoon. 

This Session was ended vdth prayer to God made 
by y® Right Reverend Father James Lord Bishop 
of Galloway &c. 
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. At the Privie Conference^ hora quinta. 

All y® above-nominated ministers were present. 

At y^ Kirke of Kirkcudburgh Die Jovis Aprilis 
26, 1666. — Sessio : 2"- a7ite merid. 

The which day Sederunt James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr James Colhoun, Mr James Barrie, Mr 
Andrew Symson, Mr Robert Fleming, Mr Alex'- 
Cooper, Mr Norman M*Kinnie, Mr Patrick Swinton, 
Mr George Davidson, Mr William Naysmith, Mr 
James Kirke, Mr Alex'^- Irwrn, Mr George Leith, Mr 
Rob*- More, Mr Robert Steel, Mr David M*Queme, 
Mr James Schaw, Mr William Harvy, Master Thomas 
Ireland, Mr George Henry, Mr James Hutcheson, 
Mr Qualter M'Gill, Mr James M'Gill and Mr John 
Coldwall, and y® name of God was invocated by ye 
said Right Reverend Father. 

Mr Walter Dalgleish minister of Girton absent 
from this session. 

The Bishop and Synod admits of Mr William 
Naysmiths excuse for his absence from the first 
session. 

The day forsaid y« Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh reported 
that in obedience to an act of the last Synod they 
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had appointed conference with divers of the Papists 
within their hounds, The Bishop and Synod appoints 
them to proceed and to give in a particular account 
of their diligence to the next ensuing Synod. 

airaitj ira^oiib m t\m hg art al larlramtnt. 

The which day y® severall ministers of y® Diocesse 
of Galloway being put in mind by y® Right Reverend 
Father in God James Lord Bishop of Galloway their 
Ordinary of that Obligation that was lying on them 
by virtue of the 23d act of the 3d session of his 
Majesties first Parliament in order to y® paying of the 
anuity of their severall benefices for the supply of the 
Universities. They y® severall ministers forsaid did 
most humbly represent to y® said Right Reverend 
Father their hard necessituous and singular Coo^ 
dition ; As that they ( being all and every one of 
them newly planted within y® said Diocesse of Gal- 
loway, as also coming from the severall places of 
this Kingdome) were at vast expence and charge in 
accommodating of themselves for, transporting them- 
selves to and setling themselves in this then so un- 
ruly and unsetled country. - As also that they being 
now come do find that their respective Stipends, 
though mean, yet, are altogether unsettled. As also 
that these unsettled Stipends are very ill and un- 
thankfully payed, partly by reason of the backward- 
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nesse of divers disaffected and male-contented persons 
and partly by and through y« present deadness of 
trading t^e principal nerves and sinews of that 
country. So that it the anuity or summes of money 
forsaid shall be exacted off them it would tend, if 
not to their utter ruine and overthrow, yet at least 
to the great dammage of their estates and livelyhoods 
and consequently to their personal and ministerial! 
disgrace (being hardly put to it) and great disadvan- 
tage of y^ Common interest in that part. Therefore 
y® severall ministers forsaid did humbly supplicate 
and by thir presents do earnestly desire and requeist 
yp said Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway their Ordinarie to represent the 
premises to y® most Reverend Fathers in God ye 
Archbishops with y® rest of y® Right Reverend y® 
Bishops in their meetings or any others that may 
ease or releive them for a time of y^ foresaid imposed 
annuity, declaring hereby their very great willingnesse 
to contribute 1» y® ^ends contained in y® «aid act but 
their utter inabillities to advance y® said anuity at 
present, Humbly therefore requeisting y« Right Re- 
verend Father forsaid to interpose his utmost power 
and moicn to receave from their Lordships a candid 
{ind favourable answer which will undoubtedly en- 
gage the severall ministers of y« Diocesse of Galloway 
forsaid to continue his Majesties most dutyfull Jjoyall 
^nd Faitbfull Subjecti^. 



The day forsaid y® Bishop and Synod appoints 
Mr Patrick Swinton, Mr William Naysmith and 
Mr AlexJ^' Irwin to represent to S'- James Turner 
being now in towne, the names of such ministers 
who within the bounds of y® Frty of Kirkcudburgh 
do ether abet or keep Conventicles and to desire him 
to take such course as may remeid y® same. Their 
names are as followeth, viz, — Mr Adam Alison, Mr 
John Wilkie, Mr Samuel Amet, Master James 
Buglasse, Mr Alexander Robertson, Mr William 
Hay, Master John Cant, Mr Thomas Verner, and 
Master John Blaicater. 



frf umt ge Mi mlmttu aMbing m jlaas fru lato 

The Bishop and Synod taking into their serious 
consideration that although y® late ministers do re- 
side within places prohibited to them by law yet 
notwithstanding they do altogether dishaunt the 
publick ordinances of Christ within these parishes 
where they abide, which practise of theirs tends to 
y® great stumbling of some and disheartning of others. 
Therefore y® Bishop and Synod ordains y« sererall 
Presbytries within y® Diocesse of Galloway betwixt 
y« date hereof and the feast and term of Whitsunday 




next to come, to jmt in execution these letters of 
lionifng delivered to the last Synod and not to sist 
in y* least tmlesse they ffeqnent y* ordinances ac- 
cording to law. 

The Bishop and Synod talcing to serious consider- 
ation these many and sad disconveniences that are 
like to happen by and through the want of Schools 
and Schoolmasters within most of the Congregations 
of this Diocesse. Therefore the Bishop and Synod 
recommends to the severall Prcsbytries that they 
take care to iiettle schooles in tlieir several! congre- 
gations confonne to law and y^ farmer act of Synod» 
^id for that effect y® Bishop and Synod recommends 
to y^ severall Pr^sbytries forsaid to keep visitations 
^t y® severall churches within their respective bounds 
wbeu deared liiereto by y® minister of the parish* 

Jrt mtrd §mto. 

The Bishop and Synod finding that the severdA 
mnisters of this Diocesse have not conforme tofwmcr 
acts of Synod given in their presentations, collations 
and other papers to be registrate in y* bookes of 
Synod for )• end contained in y® acts forsaid. There- 
y« Bishop and Synod ordains y® severall ministers of 
this Diocesse to give to the Bishop a perfect and a 
strict account of their Patron ; the nature of l^ek 

7* 
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benefices, whether a free benefice or a modefied 
stipend ; and if a modefied Stipend, the quantum 
and that whether of money or victual, -As also 
whether they have decreets of locality yea or not, 
if not y® Synod ordains them to give obedience to an 
. act of Synod passed at Wigtown Octob. 26, I664-, 
intituled Act anent ministers lenefices^ and the 
several moderators are to requiie from their bjetheren 
their diligence. 

|iwnt ^ Iranlf to fe ttntoi to toillMI toit^katom aui 

The Bishop and Synod condiscends anent y® over- 
ture offered by Sir James Turner that a band be 
tendered by every minister to their disorderly parish- 
oners wheiein they are to oblige themselves under a 
penalty (suteable to their qualities) for observing y® 
ordinances in time comeing, dishaunting of Conven- 
ticles, not countenancing or resetting in their families 
seditious preachers, And y^ Bishop and Synod ordains 
that the dilligence of the severall ministers an^nt the 
subscrilers of y® said bands, with the names of such 
as refuse to subscribe y® samen be returned to Sir 
James Turner against y® fifteen day of May ne:^t to 
come. And the Bishop and Syjiod appoints Mr 
Patrick Swintori, Mr George Davidson, Mr William 
Kaysmith, Mr Alex^- Irwin and Mr James Colhouu 
to go to Sir Jannes Turner and givq him the thanks 
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of y® Synod, as also to advise with liiip anent the 
draught of the bond forsaid and to repoi't the next 
session. 

%tt fat l>tlateittg toilMl toitpraiam snJ> Cffit&Mtlt 

The Bishop and Synod requires and commands 
y^ severall ministers within this Dioeesse to give in 
an exact and impartial list of all willfull and ordinary 
withdrawers, conventicle keepers and abetters of y^ 
same, that are within their respective Congregations, 
unto the Synod at their next session. 

Reported by Mr George Davidson and Mr George 
Leith that they had not according to order received 
the Prty booke of Stenrauer replyed that their book 
was not filld up by reason that Mr George Forbes 
lite minister of Portpatrick had many of their 
minutes but the rest they had present here with 
them, the Bishop and Synod ordains them to be 
given to Mr Robert Steel and Mr James Kirk who 
are hereby required to visit y® samen and to report 
to the Synod the next session. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourns their meeting till 
four of y® clock i)^ the afternoon. 

This Session was ended with prayer made to God 
by y* Right Reverend Father James Lord Bishop 
of Galloway, &c. 



At ^ Kirk§ cf Kirk^Mufgh Dei JmU JpriU§ 

26, 1666. — Sessio : S'^post merid. 

The day and place forsaid Sederunt James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway &c., Mr James Colhoun, Mr 
James Barrie, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Robert 
Fleming, Mr Alex'- Copper. Mr Normati M*Kinnie» 
Mr Patrick Bwinton, Mr George Davidson, Mr 
William Naysmith, Mr James Kirke, Mr Alex** 
Irwin, Mr George Leith, Mr Robert More, Mr 
Qualter Dalgleish, Mr Robert Steel, Mr James 
Schaw, Mr William Harvy, Mr David M*Queme, 
Mr Thomas Ireland^ Mr George Hetiryi Mr James 
Hutcheson* Mr Walter M'Gill, Mr James M'Gill, 
Mr John Coldwall^ and the name of God wat invcN 
Gated by Uie Bishops 

The Bishop and Synod admits of Mr Walter 
Dalgleish his excuse for his absence from the last 
session. 

%m)i \a h Mm)i to totUfuU toit|iir!tintrj vsUl 
^0ntontitlt ht^m. 

Th6 day forsaid the draught of a bond made 
mention of in the last session was ^ead the tenor 
whereof is as followeth> I — ^-^ — *— Forasmickle as 
Sir Jamea Turner commander of hia McyesUes forcea 
of foot in Galloway having full and amplt ComiaMfiion 



to take tip y* fines imposed by act of Parliatneflt upon 
sueh Ai ivillfUlly abiifitit themselves from the churchi 
tho heflfitii; of y< word and other ditin^ ordinatices, 
and to punish duch as frequent Conventicles forbidden 
by the law, and resetto such outed ministerd as do 
preach at these ConVetiticles, And I being one of that 
number that have trailgres«ed in all or some one or 
other of y^ premised^ And yet being most civitie dis« 
creWly and gentilly delt with in y« matter of my 
fines for my bygane faults of that kind by y« laid 
8ir James 1 urner, in hopes of and upon luy promnn 
to keep y® church duly and to frequent all divine 
ordinances for y® future and to dishaunt all Private 
Conventicles and to disown and discountenance all 
Conventicle preachers, Therefore wit ye me to be 
bound and obligd like as by thir presents I bind and 
oblige me to keep and observe this my promise in 
all y® particttlara above rehearsed^ As likewise in 
caee it shall happen me at any time hereafter to dia*. 
haunt y^ ehureh, heeding of y* word or other divine 
ordinances for two Lords days to^rether, Unlesse I be 
hindred by sicknesse or by permission of the minister 
of the parish, And in cato I shall be found to be 
present at any private Conventicle or meeting for^ 
bidden by y* law, or shall countenance or reset in 
my bouse, or contribute for the supply of any Coii« 
ventide preaehersi In these eases and evety one ef 
them I bind and obl%e me my heirs and ex^outira 
to eentoat and pay to • »^ .^^ir vrr , -. bit heira tad 
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executers the siitntne of Scots motieyi 

and that within six days next after my committing 
any of the said failings in any particular of the pre- 
mises the samen being proven as accords in law, or, 
in case I shall refuse to clear myselfe by oath, before 
y® minister of the parish where I live or before the 
Presbytry of the place, And for the more securitie 
&c. The Bishop and Synod approoves of this bond 
forsaid and ordaines y® severall ministers to make 
use thereof according to the act passd in the last 
session of this present Synod* 

itprt flf ge stberall |ml)Etnc8 mtrd an art intiMtlr 

|irt for Mating jof toillMI toitpiatoirs ani 

ContontuU ktpxs. 

The day and time forsaid in obedience to an act 
of y® last Session intituled Act for delatins^qf will- 
fiiU withdrawers and conventicle keeners, severall 
ministers of y® Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh who had 
not already delated any gave in a list of their willfull 
withdrawers and Conventicle keepers, which lists 
were delivered to y® Bishop. 'I'he Presbytry of 
Wigtowne declared that their willfull withdrawers 
and conventicle keepers were few and insignificant 
and that most of them were present at y® conven- 
ticle of Glenvoghie within the parish of Penygham 
on the last day of December 1665, but Mr James 
Garshore then minister of y® parish of Penygham 
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forsaid being not now in y® country they could not 
come to a perfect list of them. Therefore the 
Bishop and Synod appoints the Presbytry of Wig- 
towne to keep a visitation at y® Kirk of Penyghara 
forsaid upon Wednesday the ninth day of Maij 
next to come that so they may come to y® full 
knowledge of those persons that were present at ye 
forsaid conventicle of Glenvoghie and Mr Norman 
M*Kinnie minister of Whitherne is hereby ordain- 
ed to exercise there on that day upon the ordinarie 
place of their exercise and Mr James Barrie minister 
of Mochrum is appointed to intimate y? visitation 
forsaid. The Presbytry of Stenrauer being inter- 
rogate anent their willful! withdrawers declared that 
they had none except y« P]arl of Cassillis ; the late 
ministers; some chaplins, (which chaplins yS Synod 
ordains them to proceed against conforme to former 
acts) and one James Johnston a fugutive. 

|itt anent sfssians M\m t|e |rt2 jof §irkjiirl)«rg^ 

The Bishop and Synod considering that severall 
ministers within the Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh are 
defective of Sessions by and through the unwilling- 
nesse of their parishioners to joyue with them so that 
it is a great impediment to y® punishing of vice and 
exercing of discipline. Therefore the Bishop and 
Synod appoints y? severall ministers forsaid to make 
choice of a considerable number of fit members with- 



86 SYNOD OF GALLOWAY. 

in their respective parishes and to deal with them 
that they would sit and act with them for y* punish- 
ing of vice and exercing of discipline as said is, and if 
they will not, then the Bishop and Spod appoints y« 
severall ministers forsaid to signifie the samen to SSr 
James Turner. 

%d sntnt t^t ^sxh iraj^ 

The Bishop and S3mod being informed hy the 
minister of Portpa trick that the Lords day Was ex- 
ceedingly profained there by and through the Boat- 
mens sailing away on that day, and also the minister 
of Kirkmabreck declared that y® Lords day was al90 
exceedingly profained by the ferrymen upon y« water 
of Craii the Bishop and Synod thinks fitt that y^ 
abuse forsaid be represented to y® Justices of bis 
Majesties Peace, and if it be not then helped that 
it be represented to y® Lords of His Majesties Privie 
CouncelJ. 

^(i sncat s €mttMM tat $Wiii ^buH 

The Bish^ and Synod ordains y^ several! mitt* 
isters within this Diocesse carefully to eolieet die 
contribution allowed to David Boyli of Keliburne 
mentioned in an act of y^ last Synod intituled Aef 
infapourMofDavidBoyll, and y^ Bishop and Synod 
reeomends to y« severall moderators that they see it 
carefully and exactly done. 
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Master Patrick Swinton in name of the rest re* 
ported to y* Bishop and Synod that thanks was given 
to Sir James Turner according to y^ instructious of 
y® last Session. 

f tjrfiDiffuial is Pr lamtj Swt. 

The day forsaid Mr James Scot late minister of 
TuDgland having been upon weighty reasons trans-* 
ported from y® forsaid parish of Tungland within the 
Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh unto y® parish of Ancrum 
within y® Diocesse of Glasgow and Presbytry of Jed* 
burgh desired the Bishop and Synod to grant him 
their testimonial which they condisoendit to and or- 
daind his said testimonial to be dr^wn up in large 
and ample forme which accordingly was done. 

€m$m jof ge |rt2 of firkttlJlJttrg^. 

The said day the Presbytry of Kirkcudbui^b 
being removed upon censure the rest of y^ Synod 
were interrogate if they knew any thing worthy of 
admonition or censure in them* it was replyed that 
they knew none except that there were very grosse 
scandals reported against the minister of Buthill and 
also against the minister of Kirkmabreck. Therefore 
y« Bishop and Synod ordaind y* Presbytry of Kirk- 
cudburgh with all convenient diligence to keep first 

8* 
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a visitation at y® Kirk of Buthill for tryall of y® for- 
said scandals risen upon the minister there and after 
that to keep a visitation at y® Kirk of Kirkmabreck 
for the tryail of y® forsaid scandals risen upon y® min- 
ister thereof and the Lords day before y® saids sev- 
erall visitations y® Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh is 
hereby ordained to send one of their number to 
preach at y^ saids Kirks respective and to intimate 
y® visitations to y® people charging them to keep y« 
diets for prooving or clearing of y® saids scandals. 

The Bishop and Synod being informed that Mr 
David M'Querne minister of Corsefaime doth not 
frequent y® Presbyteriall diets did admonishe y« said 
Mr David to keep y® saids diets in time comeing. 

€mmxt flf p |rtg cf Mijjtotoitt. 

The Presbytry of Wigtowne being removed upon 
censure at their retume receaved the good testimony 
of their bretheren. 

€mm 0f gt |rtj of Btmmtx. 

The Presbytry of Stenrauer being removed upon 
censure at their retume receaved the good testimony 
of their bretheren. 



SYNOD OF GALLOWAY. 59 



Jiwnt Mn §aBls. 

The Bishop and Synod refers the case of John 
Bayly hack againe to y® Preshytry of Stenrauer seri- 
ously recommending to them to be very careful! and 
diligent in searching out that scandal of adultery 
which he is lying under. 

%mnt p |rtg Uak at f irfetttbhurgl. 

The which day y® Bishop and Synod approoves of 
y® Preshytry hooke of Kirkcudburgh which containes 
28 pages which also beginns on June 10 1663 and 
ends April 3 1666, but withall recommends to y® 
moderator and remanent betheren of y® said Pres- 
hytry in time coming to make choice of an Ordinarie 
for their exercise and to mend in time coming some 
fewjinformalites which y® Bishop and Synod did in- 
forme them of. 

The day forsaid y® Bishop and Synod approoves of 
y® Preshytry booke of Wigtown which containes 20 
pages beginning on November 13 1663 and ending 
October 18 1665, but withall recommends to the 
moderator and remanent bretheren of y« said Preshy- 
try for y® future to mend some few informalities 
which y* Bishop and Synod did informe them of. 



60 S7NOD OF GALLOWAY. 



The day fonudd the Bishop and Synod finding 
that the Records of y® acts of y^ Preshytry of Sten- 
tauer are not inriten in a hooke, as also that the 
papers they have here are only some minutes. There* 
fore they do ordain y® moderator and remanent hre« 
theren of y® said Prty to hring their booke filld up 
in right forme to y« next Synod with certification if 
they faile hereanent the moderator and Clerk shall 
be liable to the sentence of suspension. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Master Patrick 
Swinton minister of Corsemichael to be moderator to 
y® bretheren of y® exercise at Kirkcudburgh and in 
his Absence Mr George Davidson minister of Rerick. 
And Mr James Bariie minister of Mochrum to be 
moderator to the bretheren of y® exerdse at Wig- 
towne, and in his absence Mr Alex' Cooper minister 
of Sorbie, and in his absence Mr Andrew Symson 
minister of Kirkinner. And Mr Thomas Ireland 
minister of Kirkolme to be moderator to the breth- 
eren of y^ exercise at Stenrauer and these to mo- 
derate untili y® next ensuing Synod. 

rThe Binhop and Synod appoints their next Syno- 
dicall meeting to be at Wigtown upon the last Tues- 



SYNOD OF GALLOWAY. 



61 



day of October in this instant yeer of God one thott« 
sand six hundred sixty and six. 

This last session was ended with prayer to QoA 
made by the Right Reverend Father in God Jamei^ 
Lord Bishop of Galloway, &t. 



A. Symson> cL 8^« 
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8YK0D OP GALLOWAY* 





\HE Register of y^ Synod op Gallo- 
way holden at y« KiRE of Wigtowne^ 
on Tuesday the thirtieth day of October 
one thousand six hundred sixtie and six. And in 
the eighteen yeer of the Reigne of Our Soveraigne 
Lord Chajbles y^ 2dtj King of Great Britaine, 
France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c 



At Wigtoivnet Die Martis Octob* 30, 1666. 

The which day sermon being begun and ended by 
the Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway, &c. 

SedsrunL^^The members of the Synod of Gallo- 
way then present, viz James Lord Bishop of Gal- 
loway forsaid, Mr Alex*^ Cooper minister of Sorbie 
and moderator to y* bretheren of y^ exercise at Wig- 
towne, Mr James Colhoun minister of Penygham, 
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Mr Andrew Symson minister of Kirkinner, Mr Nor- 
man M*Kinnie minister of Whitheme, Mr Robert 
Fleming minister of MonnygaflFe, Mr James Cooper 
minister of Wigtowne, Mr John Somervale minister 
of Kirkuan, Master Patrick Swinton minister of 
Borg and moderator to the bretheren of the exercise 
at Kirkcudburgh, Mr James Kirke minister of Bal- 
maghie, Mr George Davidson minister of An with, 
Mr Robert More minister of Balmaclellan, Mr George 
Leith minister of Twynam, Mr Walter Dalgleish 
minister of Tungland, Mr James Schaw minister of 
Kirkmabreck, Mr Robert Steel minister of Kells, 
Mr William Harvay minister of Buthill, Mr Thomas 
Ireland minister of Kirkolme, and moderator to y® 
bretheren of the exercise at Stenrauer, Mr George 
Henry minister of Stoniekirke, Mr James Hutche- 
son minister of Inch, Mr Walter M*GiIl minister of 
Laswalt, Mr James M*Gill minister of Kirkmaiden, 
Mr John Caldwall minister of Portpatrick, and y® 
name of God was invocated by y® said Right Rev- 
erend Father. 

None absent out ofy* PrP of Wigtown. 

None absent out of y^ Prt^ of Stenrauer. 

Absent out qf y« Prty of Kirkcudburgh — Mr 
Alex'- Irwing minister of Parton, Mr David M'Queme 
minister of Corsefaime, and Mr Simon Knox minister 
ofGirton. 
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Mr Alex' Irwing is eausasA^ lor bis absenoe from 
y> Synods by his letter. 

Sf astar David M'Queme is 9}$;0us4 by his letter for 
bis iJbsenpe frpm this Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod ordaines y® Prtx boA of 
Stenrauer to be given to Mr Norman M'Kinney and 
Mr James Cooper who are hereby appointed to vii^t 
y* same and to report to y^ Synod at their niext 

The Bishop and Synod ordaines y« Prty book of 
Wigtown to be delivered to Mr James Kirk and Mr 
Boib^ Steel who are hereby appointed to visit y^ 
aime and to report to y® Synod at their next session. 

The Prty of Eirkcudburgh not produeiqg their 
booke gave in thdr excuse and y® Bishop and Synod 
delays the approoving of y® same till th^ next session 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Patrick §win- 
ton» Mr George Davidson, Mr George Leith, Mr 
James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symisou, Mr Robert 
Flwiing^ Mr Alex' Cooper, Mr Thomas Ireland, Mr 
George Henry and Mr James Hutcheson to meet in 
iht Bishops chamber at four a clock in y^ aftemoone 
upimy^privie Conference. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourns their Synodicall 
meeting till nine of the dock to-morrow morning. 
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This session was closed with prayer to God made 
hy y^ Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway, &c. 

At the Privie Conference, liora quarta. 
All the above nominate ministers were present. 

At y* Kirke of Wigtowne, die Mercurij, Octob. 31, 
1666. — Sessio : 2«- ante merid. 

The which day Sederunt James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr Alex' Cooper, Mr James Colhoun, Mr 
Andrew Symson, Mr Norman M'Kinnie, Mr Robert 
Fleming, Mr James Cooper, Mr John Somervale, Mr 
Patrick Swinton, Mr James Kirk, Mr George David- 
son, Mr Robert More, Mr George Leith, Mr Walter 
Dalgleish, Mr Robert Steel, Mr James Schaw, Mr 
William Harvay, Mr Thomas Ireland, Mr George 
Henry, Mr James Hutcheson, Mr Walter M*Gill, 
Mr James M*Gill, Mr John Caldwall, and y« name 
of God was invocated by y« Right Reverend Father 
in God James Lord Bishop of Galloway &c, 

%t\ aiwnt fa^isls^ 

The which day in pursuance of a former act of Sy- 
nod y^ Bishop and Synod required the moderator and 
remanent Bretheren of the Presbytry of Kirkchd- 
burgh to give in a list of the excommunicate papists 
within their bounds, and they gave y^ said list as £:d- 

9* 
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loweth viz. — Within y® parish of Parton, the Ldrd 
of Parton elder ; within y® parish of Twynam Wil- 
liam Browne of Nuntown; within the parish of 
Bootle Elizabeth Maxwell Lady Milltowne; Kat- 
harine Browne spouse to John M'Cairtnie of Haccet- 
lies ; Robert Maxwell of Breoeh and his wife* The 
Synod recommends these above said excommunicate 
papists unto their ordinarie that such course may be 
taken as y® law allows. The Bishop and Synod also 
requird y® moderator and severall Ministers to give 
in a list of such within their bounds as are professd 
papists and are not excommunicate ; the Prty forsaid 
delated these persons following viz. — within y® parish 
of Bootle Edward Maxwell in Breoeh and wife, Mar- 
garet Vans Lady Brakeiiside, Margaret Haraliton 
spouse to young Haccetlies, Margaret Wightman ser- 
vant to young Haccetlies, James Cannon in Kirken- 
nen, John Williamson and his wife in Kirkennen, 
Within y® parish of Reddick Richard Browne in 
Barclaije Within y® parish of Kelton, John Hutton 
ill Csirlingwork, as for these above named profesd pap- 
ists and riot excommunicate y® Bishop and Synod 
seriously recommends to y® moderator and remanent 
Bretheren of y® Presby try of Kirkcudburgh that they 
frequently conferr with them and endeavour their 
conviction and satis&ction, but if that notwithstand- 
ing they remaine obstinate then y® moderator and 
Presbytry forsaid are hereby ordained to proceed 
against them with y® censures of y« Kirk and more- 
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over whereas the Bishop and Synod are informed 
that there are divers within y« bounds of y® Presby- 
try forsaid that are suspected to be papists therefore 
y® Bishop and Synod seriously recommends to y* 
Moderator and Presbytry forsaid that they carefully 
infonne themselves anent such and y« Moderator and 
Presbytry forsaid are hereby required to be ready at 
y® next Synod to give in a particular account of all 
the particulars contained in this Act. 

^wnt It |aris^ 0f f titan. 

The Bishop and Synod having read and considered 
a supplication subscribed by y® heritors and tennants 
of the parish of Kelton making mention of their dis- 
consolate condition by and through the want of Gods 
word and ordinances preached in their so long vacant 
congregation earnestly desiring supply for the future. 
For remeid whereof y® Bishop day and place forsaid 
did engage to deal with y® Bishop of Edinburgh 
(patron of y® said Church) for y® speedy planting of y® 
samen and setling of it with a maintenance. And in 
y® interim y® Bishop and Synod ordaines y® Prty of 
Kirkcudburgh to supply that vacant congregation now 
and then as they best may upon y® desire of y® 
parishoners forsaid. 

§lrt mmt ge Comulaiuts lof §ixia\x anJr ftto. 

The day forsaid y^ Bishop and Synod receaved a 
supplication subscribed by divers of y® heritors and 



68 SYNOD OF GALLOWAY. 

tennants within y^ parish of Girton making mention 
that they were exceedingly wronged by Sir James 
Turner his souldiers who sessd on them and fynd j^ 
onely for alledged disobedience, earnestly dedring y 
Bishop and Synod to find out some way for remeid 
of y^ same, and forasmuch as y® comissioners firom ye 
parish of Kelton also did complaine to y« Synod that 
divers within their parish who walked according to 
law were fined by Sir James Turner. Therefore y« 
Bishop and Synod thought fit that a letter thereanent 
should be writen to Sir James Turner and Mr Patrick 
Swinton and Mr Robert Steel are hereby ordained to 
Carrie and deliver y® samen. 

^tt renftoing a fjinrmtr art intitnltlr 
^ jratnt bmkts. 

The Bishop and Synod doth hereby renew an Act 
concluded upon at y® last Synod intituled. Act anent 
henefieea and ordaines y^ severall ministers within y® 
Diocesse punctually to observe y® same. 

^ aiwnt 1% Ittttrs »f gaming raisi against p late 

Anent y^ letters of horning against y^ late min- 
isters y^ Bishop and Synod recommends to y^ severall 
Presbytries to make use of them as need requires. 
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%tt rmtoinj » fatrnx art MMti "^rt mmt mmisters 

The Bisliop and Synod renews a former act passd 
at Wigtowne Octob. 26, 1664. Intituled Act anent 
ministers examining of their people^ and do hereby 
require y® severall ministers within this Diocesse 
with all conveniende to set about y« examining of 
their respective Congregations, and that under the 
paine.of suspension. 

%t!i ttttMit tunbttttitlts. 

The Bishop and Synod considering how that the 
worke of y® ministry, hath been exceedingly retarded 
by unlawfuU meetings and conventicles, as also that it 
will be of dangerous consequence if they be tolerated 
and y® keepers thereof escape unpunished therefore 
they do ordaine that if in time coming it happen that 
there be any conventicle or unlawfull meeting within 
any parish within the bounds of this Diocesse then 
the moderator and remanent bretheren of that Pres* 
bytry wherein that conventicle or unlawful! meeting 
shall be are hereby ordained with y« first convenience 
to intimate and keep a visitation at the Kirk of that 
parish wherein the conventicle shall be and there 
they are carefully and diligently to examine the same 
and make narrow search concerning it and then with 
diligence they are to send the fiill information there* 
anent unto the Bishop. 
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$d mud ^iiakum at |rtsll iipnriiffns. 

The Bishop and Synod being informed that some ^ 
who are members of y® Synod do sometimes refuse to 
give obedience to y® acts and injunctions of their Pres- 
bytries. Therefore they do her^eby strictly command 
and require every minister within this Diocesse to 
give due and ready obedience to y® acts and ordin- 
ances of their re^pectire Presbytries, and to put in 
execution these acts and ordinances if they so require 
with certification that whosoever shall be found to 
be disobedient shall be liable to y® sentence of sus- 
pension. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby discharge the 
$everall ministers within this Diocesse to give testi- 
monialls to any of their parishioners to be married or 
to haye their children baptized by any nonconforme 
ministers, and that when they give any testimonials 
they must be to a particular minister and he author- 
ized by law, and moreover y® Bishop and Synod doth 
hereby discharge y® severall parishioners within this 
Diocesse to iraploy any minister not authorized by 
law ether to preach, marry, baptize, celebrate y® com- 
munion or any other ministeriall duty and it is re- 
commended to y® severall Presbytries to cause intim- 
ate y® latter part of this act to their respective con- 
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gregations within their bounds whether planted or 
vacant. 

Reported by y® Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh thit 
in obedience to an act of y® last Synod they had a 
visitation at y® Kirk of Kirkmabreck for y® tryall of 
some seandals risen upon Mr James Schaw minister 
tliereat, but after diligent search and inquirie nothing 
was made out against him. 

' 3^att mnt pr WMm farbs. 

The day forsaid the Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh 
reported that in obedience to an act of the last Synod 
they held a visitation at the Kirk of Bootle in order 
to the tryal of some scandals risen upon Mr Wil- 
liam Harvay minister thereat, as also that they had 
receaved ^ lybell against him containing divers ar- 
ticles pursued by Calgtown who did nominate divers 
witnesses to prove y® same whereupon y® witnesses 
were summond divers of them have (sompeird and 
have depond upon o^th but nothing material in y^ 
Ij^bdl is yet prdoven ; as ^Iso that divets of y® \(rit- 
nesses have been summond and that three times but 
have not compeird and moreover they y® Prtx for- 
said declared that Caigtown the pursuer is like to 
dfe^ist the process halving n5t coriljieitd th^se sttndry 
Ptti^dd,^^ bypi^t;. Thii Bishdp ^iid Sttiod havitig 
boiiiSidei-ed y® Repdri; abib^e nieritioflfed aS ti'eteby 



ordain y® Moderator and Prt^ forsaid prima quoque 
tempore to proceed in y® processe forsaid as also 
to proceed against such witnesses as have refused to 
compeir untill they come and declare y® truth of 
what they know in y* said Lybell and moreover if 
Caigton y<^ pursuer shall desist the processe then 
y^ moderator forsaid is hereby ordained to signify y^ 
same to y^ Bishop. 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh being removed upon 
censure at their retume receaved the good testimony 
of their bretheren. 

The Bishop and Synod doth hereby admit of the 
excuse of y® moderator of the Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh 
why their book was not produced this Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints the Prt7 of Eark- 
cudburgh carefully to observe an act passd at Wig- 
town November 1, 1665, Intituled Act anent a com*-^ 
mofi'head. 

The Prty of Wigtowne being removed upon cen- 
sure at their retume receaved y® good testimony of 
their bretheren. 



rg 
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Rejiorted by y® visitors appointed to visit y* Vtty 
booke of Wigtowne that their book was not fiUd 
up and therefore they did not examine the same, y« 
Prty of Wigtown gave in their excuse which y® Bishop 
and Synod did admit of but withall ordaind y® said 
book to be filld Up against y* next Synod. 

The Prty of Stenrauer being rfenichred upon cen- 
sure at their returne receaved y® goo d testimony of 
their bfethereii; 

intnt p I ftg kttlx tsl Btmxmt 

Reported by y® visitors appointed to visit y® Prty 
bobke of Steiirauer that their booke was not cotnpleat, 
the Prty of Stenrauer gave in there excuse which y® 
Bishop and Synod did admit of but withall ordaind 
the said booke to be filld tip against the next Synod. 

f nliil a immh hjiik 

The Bishofp and Synod appoints the Prty of Sten- 
rauer carefully to observe ^n act passed at Wigtowne 
November 1, 1664, intitttlfed jlct aneni a common- 
head; 



io* 
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^0it mtd ut H^TBimvM of ut f mrb's Ins* 

Reportediby the Prty of Stmrauer that tiie aboge 
committed by y® boatmen at Portpatrick on y« hords 
day made mention of in an act of y* last Synods is 
now restrained^ 

^nent |ff|fii: §ssIo. 

The Bishop and Synod do refer back again y* case 
of John Bayly to y^ Prty of Stenrauer recommending 
to them to be very diligent in searching out. tibat 
scandal* 



The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Patrick Swin- 
ton to be moderator to y* bretheren of the exercise at 
Kirkcudburgh, Mr Alex' Cooper to be moderator to 
y* bretheren of y® exercise at Wigtowne, and Mr 
George Henry to be moderator to y^ bretheren of 
y^ exercise at Stenrauer and these to moderate till 
y« next ensuing Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Syno^^ 
dicall meeting to be. at Kirkcudburgh upon the last 
Wednesday of April in the ensuing yeer of God one 
thousand six hundred sixtie and seven. 
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This last session was ended with prayer to God 
made hy y« Right Reverend Father in God James 
Lord Bishop of Galloway &c. 



Andrew Symsoii, d. s^* 
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\Ui^ Register of y== Synod of Gallo- 
way h olden at the Kirke of Kirkcud- 
BURG 11, on Wednesday the twentie second 
day of Maij One thousand .six hundred sixtie and 
seaven. And in the nineteen yeer of y^ R eigne 
of Our Soveraigne Lord Chakles y^ Sd, King of 
Great GritaiuCj, France, and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith, &e. 



^i Kirkcudburgh^ Dei Mercury^ May 22» 1667- 

The which day Sermon being begun and ended by 
Mr Thqmas Irland minister of Kixkohne by y^ ap- 
pointment of his Ordinur, 

Sederunt — y^ members of the Synod of Galloway 
then present, viz, — James Lord Bishop of Galloway, 
&a, Mr Alex''- Cooper minister of Sorbie and mo- 
derator to y^ bretheren of y® exercise at Wigtown, 
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Master James Colhoun mimster of Penygham, Mr 
Andrew Symson minister of Kirkinner, Mr Norman 
M*Kinney minister of Whitheme, Master James 
Cooper ministei of Mochrum, and Mr John Som- 
mervale minister of Glassertowne, Master Patrick 
Swinton minister of Borg and moderator to y® bre* 
tlieren of the exercise at Kirkcudburgh, Mr James 
Kirk minister of Balmaghie, Mr George Davidson 
minister of Anwith, Mr George Leith minister of 
Twynham, Mr Alex'- Irwing minister of Parton, 
Mr Walter Dalgleish minister of Tungland, Mr 
William Harvay minister of Bootle, Master James 
Schaw minister of Kirkmabreck, Master George 
Henrie minister of Stoniekirk and moderator to y® 
bretheren of the exercise at Stenrauer, Mr Thomas 
Ireland minister pf Kirkolme, Mr James Hutcheson 
minister of Inch, Mr Walter M*GiIl minister of 
Lochswalt, Mr James M'Gill minister of Kirkmaiden, 
and Mr John Caldwell minister of Portpatrick, and 
the name of God was invocated by y« said Right 
Reverend Father James Lord Bishop of Galloway &c. 

Absent out of the PrP of Wigiowne — Master 
Robert Fleming minister of MonnygaflFe. 

Absent out of the Prtv of Kirkcudburgh — Mr 
Robert More minister of Balmaclellan, Mr Robert 
Steele minister of Kells, Mr David M*Queme min- 
ister of Corsefairne, Mr Simon Knox minister of 
Girton. 



None lubseia wit^tk$ P4V ^ St^wtmety 

The Bishop and Sytiod do appoint the VrV book 
of Wigtowne to be ddiv^ed to Mr Oeoq^ Ldth 
and Mr James Kirke who are hereby aj^intod to 
visit y« ski»e aad to refonct to y^ Synod At tbdr ussX 
sesstoQ. 

The Bishop and Synod appoint the Prtf book of 
Stenrauer to be delivered to Mr Norman M 'Kinney 
and Mr James Cooper who are hereby appointed to 
visit y® same and to report to the Synod at thw 
next session. 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh not producing their 
book gave in their excuse, the Bishop and Synod 
delays to approove of y^ said excuse till the next 
session. 

The Bishop and Synod appmnts Mr Patrick Swin-< 
ton, Mr Gecn-ge Davidson, Mr Alex'- Irwing, Mr 
James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Alex'^ 
Cooper, Mr George Henry, Mr James HutchesoUf 
and Mr Tbomas Ireland to meet in the Bishop's 
chamber at two a clock in the afternoon upon the 
Frivie Conference. 

The Bishop and Synod adjoumes their next Syno» 
dical meeting till five a dodk in the afternoon and 
all persons that are summoned to y® Synod are 



hereby odhund to oompeir then befinte* tbem «dA 
publidc intimation was made hereof at. (dbe mtmt 
patent door of j^ said Kidk o£ KiiJtciuUniB^ 

This Session waa closed with prayer te^ God maile, 
by y® said Right Revecend. Fathiec James Laxd IBish 
hop tif Galloway^ 

At y^ Privie Conference, hora 2^ 
All the above nominate ministers were present. 

At Uie Kkhe ^ KHrSoudburgh IXe MoMwy 
Ma^22. 1687. — Sesis.2'^ po^fnerSsk 

The said day Sederunt James. Loid Bishop oT 
Galloway, Mr Alex"^- Cooper, Mt James Colhoun, 
Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Norman M'Kinney, Mr 
James Cooper, Mr John Sommervde, Mr Falrick 
Swuiton, Mr James Kirk,, Mr George Paiddson^. Mr 
George Lioith^, Mr AJex>^* Ivmng^ Mr* Walter. Dal>^ 
^eish^ Mr William Harvay» Mx James Seham;, Mx- 
Geoige Sienme, Mr TbomaR: Idand> Mr James Hutt*^ 
cheson, Mir Walter IVfc'Gill,, M* Jamea M'SSUk Mn 
John Caldwell, and the namc^of Godwaa. invmotefli 
by y® Bishop. 

%ei^Btt ai je |ri£ al iirlttHlrImrg{[ sirmt ^jqpsts^ 

The Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh being: intenxi^ter 
what progresse they had made ia obedkoce^ to yf act. 
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of 7^ last Synod anent papists in their bounds. Re- 
ported that they were hindred from putting y^ act 
of Synod in execution by and through the great dis- 
order and confusion that hath been in their bounds 
since y® last Synod by reason of y® late rebellion. 
The Bishop and Synod admits of y® said excuise, re- 
news y® former act and ordains them to proceed 
thereanent if God send peace and settlement. 

Reported by y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh that in 
obedience to an act of y® last Synod they had sup- 
plied y® vacant congregation of Kelton when they 
were desired by y® parishioners thereof, 

^axt mmt a Mtt smt U Bit Imts %mmx. 

Reported by Mr Patrick Swinton that in obedi- 
ence to an act of y® last Synod he and Mr Robert 
Steel delivered the letter to Sir James Turner which 
was by an act of y® last Synod intituled Act anent 
y complaints of Girton and Kelton appointed to 
be writen and sent to him. 

^d rmtoinsf fatmtx arts* 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew a former 
act concluded at Wigtown Octob. 26, 1664, intituled 
Act anent ministers examining of their people, as 
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also an act concluded npon at Kirkciidburgli April 
26, 1606, intituled Act anent Benefices, as also an 
act concluded upon at Wigtown Octob. 31, 1666, 
intituled Act anent disobeyers of Preshyteriall 
injunctions. 

gcprt. of It Irttt fif Jiirtraijcurgl] siuiit "pr Milliam 
lyaiUi anil MiUiiim "§mm of (Lwngt0ton. 

Reported by y® Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh that they 

could not bring y® processe anent Mr William Har- 

vay to a close by reason that Caigtovvn the pursuer 

' had deserted his processe whereupon they had sum- 

mond him to y® Synod. 

^rt itKcnt llr WMm f artos anlr 6aigt0toit. 

The said day William Harreise of Caigtown (being 
summond to y® Synod by y^ Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh) 
was calld but compeird not, y® Bishop and Synod or- 
dains y® Prty to proceed against him as also to do 
what they can clearing of y® processe aHent Mr Wil- 
liam Harvay and to bring it to a close. 

The Bishop and Synod taking to their serious con- 
sideration the barbarous and inhumane cruelties the 
insolent and bold robberies that have been commit- 
ted upon y® persons and estates of some of the tnin- 
ters of this Diocesse since the sixt day of Maij instant 
Doe think fit that a letter be written to y* Lord com- 

11* 
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missioner his Grace and another to y® Lord Arch- 
bishop of Glasgow earnestly desiring their Lordships 
that some speedy and*effectual course may be taken 
for remeid of y® samen, and it is hereby recommended 
to y® Right Reverend y® Bishop of Galloway to write 
y® saids letters and to make choice of such persons for 
y® carrying of y® saids letters as his Lordship shall 
think most fit and expedient. 

The Bishop and Synod being informed that Mr 
John Sommervale minister of Glasserton, Mr James 
M'Gill minsiter of Kirkmaiden and Mr John Cold- 
wall minister of Portpatrick had for a long time been 
absent from their respective Congregations Did think 
fit that they should be rebuked for y® samen. — 
Whereupon the Bishop did rebuke them Synodically 
and exhorted them to make conscience in time com- 
ing to wait upon their charges respective. 

The Bishop and Synod do by this their present 
act renew all former acts made anent such ministers 
as shall absent themselves from y® meetings of their 
respective Presbytries, and declared that whatsoever 
minister that without a relevant excuse shall be ab- 
sent three Prty days shall be rebuked and shall hum- 
ble himselfe for y« same and if he be absent four 
Prty days then he shall be suspended. 
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The Bishop and Synod do hereby ordaine y* Prty 
ofStenrauer to proceed against Mr William Cleeland 
in y® Parish of Lochswalt for the scandals contained 
in his lybell and declared to y® Bishop and Synod. 

The Bishop did recommend to y® severall ministers 
of this Diocesse to keep the twentie ninth day of this 
instant Maij at a day of publick thanksgiving con- 
form to y® act of Parliament made thereanent, 

%d umt g0ger It'^rasliraij. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew a former 
act made in favours of Roger M*Croskraij Burges of 
Wigtown and do recommend him for supply to such 
ministers and parishes within this Diocesse as have 
hitherto been deficient. 

Mr Rob*- Steel minister of y® Kells being sunx-. 
mond apud acta by the Prty of Kirkcudburgh to the 
Synod was calld but compeird not the Prt^ are or- 
daind to proceed against him. 

Patrick Rain smith in Twynam and Marg*- M* 
CuflSe being by y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh summond 
to the Synod were calld and both compeird the said 
Mai-grat did affirm that, the said Patrick had com- 
mitted the sin of Adultery with her, but the said 
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Patrick denyed y° same, and being dealt with by y« 
Bishop to make an ingenuous and free eonfession did 
most stifly deny that he was guilty of y® said sin 
with the said Margrat, whereupon y® Bishop and 
Synod did refer them back to y® Prt^ of Kirkcud<r 
burgh for further tryal. 

Driljie €mms. 

The Prty^ were removed upon censure and at their 
retume receaved y® good testimony of their bretheren 
but the censure of the Prty books is delayed till the 
next session. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourns their meeting till 
to-morrow at seaven a clock. 

This session was ended with prayer to God made 
by y® Right Reverend James Lord Bishop of Gal- 
loway. 

At y* Kirk of Ktrhcudhnrgh^ DieJovisy Maij 23, 
1667. — aS^^^^. 5''- Ante meridiem. 

The said day Sederunt James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Sir Alex^* Cooper, Mr Jas- Colhoun, Mr 
Andrew Symson, Mr Norman M'Kinney, JNIr James 
Cooper Mr John Sommervale, Mr George Henry, 
Mr Thomas Irland, Mr James Hutcheson, Mr Wal- 
ter M*Gill, Mr Jamcs M^Gill, Mr John Coldwell, 
Mr Patrick Swinton, Mr James Kirk, Mr George 
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Davidson, Mr George Leith, Mr Alex'^- Irwing, Mr 
Walter Dalgleish, Mr William Harvay, Mr James 
Schaw. and Mr Rob*- Bous minister of Rerrick (who 
was this morning ordaind and admitted minister o£ 
y^ said Kirk and Parish of Rerrick) and the name of 
God was invocated by y®- Bishop. 

€mmt 0f 2« Irij kak at Mi^iaiam. 

The which day y« Bishop and Synod upon y^ re- 
port given in by y® visitors do approve y® Prty booke 
of Wigtowne, beginning page 21, Decemb. 6, 1665, 
and ending page 51, Sorbie, Maij 9, 1667. 

€msun of p frfs M\i of ^tMauen 

The which day y^ Bishop and Synod upon y® re- 
port given in by y® visitors do approve y« Prty book 
of Stenrauer containing pages, beginning at Sten- 
rauer, August 14, 1665, and ending At Stoniekirk, 
May 15, 1667, but recommends them to change 
their clerk. 

It is also recommended to y® Prty of Stenrauer to 
take course anent Mr John Cunigham his refusing 
to exercise at Glenlusse, April 10, 1667, upon Col- 
loss. I. 18, and for his declaring himselfe not clear 
to joyne with them in exercise or submit himselfe 
to their censure. 
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The Prty of Kirkcudburgh are hereby strictly or- 
dained to produce their Prt^ booke the next Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Alex'- Irwing 
to be moderator to y® bretheren of y® exercise at 
Kirkcndburgh, Mr Alex'- Cooper to be moderator to 
y® bretheren of y® exercise at Wigtown, and Mr 
George Henry to be moderator to y« bretheren of y® 
exercise at Stenrauer, and these to continue till y® 
next ensuing Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Syno- 
dical meeting to be at Wigtown upon the last 
Tuesday of October next in this instant yeer of God 
one thousand six hundred sixtie and seaven. 

This last session was ended with prayer to God 
made by y® Right Reverend Father in God James 
Lord Bishop of Galloway, &c. 
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\HE Registee of y=^ Synod of Gallo- 
way holden at y^ Kirk of Wigtowne, 
on Tuesday the tweiitie ninth day of Octo- 
ber one thousand six hundred sixtie and seaven. — 
And in the nineteenth yeer of the Reigne of Our 
Soveraigne Lord Chaeles y^ £di. King of Great 
Brittaine, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, &C. 



At Wigtowne, Die Muriis Octoh. 29, 1667. 

The which day sermon being begun and ended 
by y^ Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway, &c. 

Sederunt. — The members of y^ Synod of Gal- 
loway then present, viz. — James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway forsaid, Mr Alex^- Cooper mijiister of Sorbie, 
and moderator to y^ brethelen of y*' exercise at Wig- 
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towne; Master James Colhoun minister of Peny- 
gham, Mt Andrew Symson minister of Kirkitiner, 
Mr Walter M*Gill minister of Wigtown, Mr Nor- 
man M*Kinney minister of Whitherne, Mr James 
Cooper minister of Mochrum and Mr John Sommer- 
vale minister of Glassertowne, Mr James Leiper min- 
ister of Kirkuan, Mr Alexander Irwing minister of 
Parton and moderator to y® bretheren of the exercise 
at Kirkeudburgh, Mr James Kirk minister of Bal- 
maghie, Mr Robert More minister of Balmaclellan, 
Mr George Leith minister of Twynam, Mr Walter 
Dalgleish minister of Tungland, Mr Robert Steel 
minister of Kells, Mr David M'Queme minister of 
Corsefairne, Mr James Schaw minister of Kirknia- 
breck, Mr W*»- Harvay minister of Bootle, Mr Rob* 
Bows minister of Rerrick, Mr Alex*"- Mortymer min- 
ister of Kirkcudburgh, Mr Thomas Irland minister 
of Kirkolme, Mr James Hutcheson minister of Inch, 
Mr James M*Gill minister of Kirkmaiden, Mr John 
Caldwall minister of Portpatrick, Mr W™- Sommer- 
vale minister of Stenrauer, and y® name of God was 
invocated by y® said Right Reverend Father. 

Ahseni out of y« Prt^ of Wigtown — Mr Robert 
Fleming minister of Monnygaffe. 

Absent out of y^ Prty of Kirkcudhurgh — Mr 
Patrick Swinton minister of Borg, Mr George David- 
son minister of Anwith, and Mr Simon Knocks min- 
ister of Girton. * 
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Absent out of y"" Prty of Stenrauer — Mr George 
Henrie minister at Stoniekirk and moderator to y® 
Prty of Stenrauer, who sent a letter to y® Bishop 
and Synod making mention of his sicknesse and 
therefore desired to be excusd for his absence, the 
Bishop and Synod judging his excuse relevant did 
admit of the same and excusd him for his absence. 

Wm* Harreise of Caigtown and Patrick Raine 
within y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh and summoiid by 
the Prty oflBcer there to y® Synod were calld but 
compeird not y® Bishop and Synod defers their sen- 
tence till their next session. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints y® Prty book of 
Wigtown to be delivered to Mr James Kirke and 
Mr George Leitb who are hereby appointed to visit 
y® same and to report the next' session. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints y*" Prty bodk of 
Kirkcudburgh to be delivered to Mr Walter M*Gill 
and Mr James Cooper who are hereby appointed to 
visit y® same and to report the next session. 

The Prty of Stenrauer gavd in their excuse why 
thfeii register was not produced^ the Conference is to 
consider Upon it* 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Janies Coi-» 
houn^ Mr Alex'- Cooper/ Mr Andrew Symson^ Ml? 

12* 
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Alex' Irwing, Mr Qualter Dalgleish, Mr AlexF-Mor- 
tymer, Mr Thomas Iriand, Mr James Hut^eson, 
to meet in the Bishops Chamber at five of y^ cloek 
upon y* privie conference, and Mr Robert More, 
Mr David M'Queme and Mr Robert Steele are aj^ 
pointed to wait on there to give in their exeuses far 
their absence from y^ last Synod. 

The Synod is adjourned till to-morrow at 8 of the 
dock. 

This Session was raded with prayer to God made 
by y^ sdd Right Reverend James Lord Bishop 
of Galloway. 

At the Privie Conference, hora 6*«- • 
All the above nominate ministers were present. 

AttheKirkeof Wigtawne Die Mereurif, Octob. 
30, 1667.— Sesg. 2«- 

Sederunt^ J SLvaes Lord Bishop of Galloway Mr 
Alex' Cooper, Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Sym- 
soB, Mr^ Walter M^GiU. Mr Norman M*Kinney, 
Mx Robert Fleming, Mr James Cooper, Mr John 
Sommervale, Mr James Leiper, Mr Alex' Irwing, 
Mr James Kirk, Mr Robert More, Mr George 
Leith, Mr Walter Dalgleish, Mr Robert Steel, Mr 
James Schaw, Mr David M'QuerncMr William 
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Harvay, Mr Robert Bous, Mr Alex' Mortymer, Mr 
Ihomas Irland Mr Jame9 Hutches^n, Mr James 
M'GU1» Mr John Caldwall, Mr WiUiam Sonftler. 
val^ and y® name of God was mtoeated %y yr 
Bishop^ 

The Bishop and Synod admits of Mr Robert Fle- 
ming his excuse for his absenee from the last Synod 
and also &om y® first Session* of this present Synod^ 

The Bishop and Synod admits of the excuses of 
Mr Robert More, Mr Robert Steel and Mr David 
M'Queme for their absence from the last Sjfnod But 
withall exhorts them to make conscience to attend 
the Synodicall meetings as also as often as convenient- 
ly they can without danger to attend the diets of the 
Pirty at Kirkcudburgh. 

PSatrick Raine in the parish of TwynatH being un- 
der scandal of adultery with Margaret M'Cuffie and- 
referrd by y^ Pi-ty of Kirkcudburgli to^ the Synod anrf 
summond thereto, was calld and compeifd but stioodf 
stifly to the denyall thereof the Bishop send' Synod^ 
refens him back to the Prt^ advising them upon the 
presumptions made out against him, to proceed against 
him with excommunication slowly and if th^ bring 
himi not to a confession^ tdien> they 2u:'e advised txs^ tsd^e 
his' oath. 
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^tt mud MMm ^mdsi. 

The day forsaid the Bishop and Synod was in- 
fqrmd hy y^ Prty of Kirkcudhurgh that William 
Harreise of Caigtown heing disobedient to the cita- 
tions of the Prty was by them referrd to y® Synod and 
and upon the twentie one day of this instant October 
^ummond to the Synod by John M'Callen Presbytry 
OflBcer but y® said U^illiam Harreise did beat their 
Officer for summoning him and did protest that he 
would beat out the Officers braines and cause Mr 
William Harvay minister of Bootle lick them up. 
Whereupon (the said William Harreise being calld 
three severall times at the most patent door of the 
Kirk of Wigtown and not compeiring) the Bishop 
and Synod ordaines y® Prty to proceed in their Sum- 
mons against him and if he compeir not to go on to 
excommunication and for his not they referr him to 
y® kludge Ordinar within the country, and if satis- 
faction be not gotten that way then they ordain the 
matter to be represented to y® Lords of his Majesties 
pririe Councell. 

Iltgffrt jof l^t |rtg ttf f irkrabhrgt. 

Reported by the Prty of Kirkcudhurgh that they 
had UQt as yet conferrd with the papists in their 
bounds conforme to former acts of y® synod by reason 
of the unsetlednesse of their country. 
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The day forsaid the Bishop produced to y® Synod 
an act of his Majesties privie Councell of the date 
Julij 30, 1667} ordaining an list of the haile papists 
in every parish within the Kingdome to be taken up 
by y® minister of the parish as the said act at length 
bears. Wherefore the Bishop and Synod did require 
the several! ministers who had papists within their 
bounds to give them up. In obedience whereto the 
severall ministers who had papists excommunicate 
gave in a list of them to y® Bishop subscribed with 
their hands. And moreover they declared that they 
had divers professd papists within their respective 
parishes who are not as yet excommunicate which are 
as foUoweth viz., — within the parish of Bootle, John 
Williamson in Kirkennen and his wife John Max-* 
well of Brakenside and Alex"^ Maxwell his brother, 
Margaret Vans Lady Brakenside, James Cannon of 
Kirkinnen, Margaret Hamilton wife to Gilbert M* 
Cairtnie of Hacketlies ; Edward Maxwell in Breoch, 
and his wife and within y® parish of Parton Isobell 
Seaton Lady Parton James Glendoning William 
Glendoning Robert Glendoning Agnes Glendoning 
children to John Glendoning Laird of Parton (him- 
selfe being excommunicate twentie four yeers since 
by Mr Alex"^ Irwing then minister) were professd 
papists as also John Glendoning Taylor iu Parton 
was a professd papist, and that James Gordon in 
Markland was suspect. W ithin the parish of Rer- 
rick, Richard Brown in Barclaij was a professd pa* 
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{lilltr Mfd90 John Hutton in CarKagwork mtfahr y« 
f$Dak of Keltpn. The Bishop and Synod oFdaines 
}^ wodeiator and PrU of KkkeiidlMiEgb (^itbin;\f bose 
ImmdS' ; ® said papists dwell) to^ ficoeeed ag^ofit them 
witk csceleaiastLcaU censure eoo-ibcme to jt® &rsaid aet 
of |ua.M^eilties Privie CoanceQ a^severall forma 
m^ of Sjoiyod made thereanent 



The dlay forsaid the Bishop proJucd to y* Synod 
an act of his Majesties privie Councell dated Jufij 
30; 16679 against Quakers recommending' to y® Lords 
of y* Clergy to be caiefull that the said persons be 
proceeded against in the ecclesiastical censures in the 
ordinar forme and course as the said act at lenth bears. 
Whereupon y« Bishop did interrogate y^ several! min- 
iisters whether there were any such within their bounds, 
answer was made that there was only one, viz. — 
Hutcheson wife to James Blair within the parish of 
Portpatrick. The Bishop and Synod ordaind the 
Plresbytry of Stenrauer to confer with her and if she 
continue obstinate to proceed against her with ecelesi- 
asticall censure. 

$d rmtoiitji » faxmx ut mtntMtim. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew an act 
concluded upon at Kirkcudburgh, ApmlN 26^ 1666, 
injtitled Act aneni henejices and ordainesr tile seveidU^ 
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ministers within the Diocesae pimctualy to obteff^ 
ihe same. 

Report snntt ktters stnt ta p €nmn»nnar ail t(e 

^rrpis%0j fff §lasg0to. 

Reported by y® Bishop that the letters appointed 
by y® last Synod to be sent to y* Commissioner his 
Grace and y« Archbishop of Glai^w and recommen- 
ded to him to send, were sent and receaved a ^erjr 
satisfactory answer. 

|ie]rort mtat Pr. MiUism iMaHi. 

Reported by y« Prtr of Stcnwmer that thi^ hni 
not gon on in the process of Mr Wm Cteiiatid b(^W§ 
of y transportation of Mr Walter M'Qill ffOift tlM* 
parish^ the Bishop and Synod do tlierefbre supeimde 
y« proresse anent y^ said Mr William Glellaild tffi 
y« kirk of Laswalt be planted with a miniaUr. 

^ inimt MMm CrsMmrlr snl» |em»t CUiliR^ 

William Crawford and Jennet M'ClcUen withi* 
the Prty of Wigtown and Parish of Monnygatfe 
being under y« scandal of incest and summond to 
y« Synod were calld and compeird and being severally 
exhorted to make a free and ingenuous confession 
stood both to a stifFe denyall» y Bishop and Synod 
being informed by y« Prty of Wigtown that uipon 
some presumptions made out agdnst tliem they nad 
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ordaind them to separat under paine of excommuni- 
cation, approves of y® said act and ordains them to 
proceed if they cohabit and recommends to the Prty 
to be diligent and carefull in searching out y® truth 
of y® businesse. 

^tt mrd Pr Millim ^nisni 

The which day y® Bishop and Synod considering 
that whereas by their act of the twentie sixt day of 
April one thousand six hundred sixtie and six they 
had ordaind y® Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh to hold a visi- 
tation at y® Kirk of Bootle for y® tryalls of sundry 
scandals generally reported against Mr Wm Harvay 
minister thereof In obedience whereunto y® Prty for- 
said upon Maij 22, 1666, did admit of a lybel against 
y^ said Mr Wm Harvie subscribed by William Har- 
ries of Caigtown ; the which lybell (although they 
did not think themselves bound or obliged to admit 
or receave in regard it was pursued by one that is 
knowne to be an open profane and scandalous person 
yet) (least by any means the mouths of y® Country 
should be opened against them as connivers and Cov- 
erers of any scandals in any of their number) they 
were pleased ex superdbundanti to admit of and 
gave order for the summoning of witnesses for proving 
of the same, as also by severall visitations holden at 
y* said Kirk of Bootle and other of their Presbyterial 
meetings they had been at great paines in examiuing 
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bf them. And moreover y® Bishop and Synod finding 
hy y® reports given in by y® Prty forsaid to y® Synod 
Octob. 31, 1666, and Maij 22, 1667, that y« said 
Wm Harreise had deserted y®.processe, as also that 
y® said Wm Harreise was by y® Prty forsaid summond 
to y® Synod Maij 22, 1667, but he being called upon 
compeird not, ^Therefore the proeesse was referd back 
to y« Prty forsaid ordaining them to proceed against 
him and to do what in them lay to bring y® proeesse 
to a close, In obedience whereto the Prty forsaid had 
summond y® said Wm Herreis to this present Synod 
who being calld compeird not ^s appears by another 
act of this present session made anent him. They 
the Bishop and Synod forsaid do think it their duty 
to bring the said tedious proeesse to some close, and 
therefore did revise y® said lybell and y« deposition 
of y^ severall witnesses thereupon and upon mature 
deliberation do find some of y« articles of y® said 
lybell to be merely ridiculous and for the rest (al- 
though the Prty of Kirkcudburgh forsaid have been 
at great paines and trouble in examining of witnesses ; 
yet) nothing is proven except per testem singularem. 
Wherefore y® Bishop and Synod thinks fit that y* 
said Mr William Harvie should receave a grave and 
sharp Synodical rebuke and accordingly y® Bishop 
did rebuke him sharply and did earnestly exhort him 
to walk very circumspectly as became a minister of 
y® holy Ghospell of Christ ; And moreover to testify 
that they have no thoughts in y* least to cloak o* 

13* 
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coi^r the &ult8 of my of their number* Doe hereby 
ordaine Mr Aleit'- Irwing minister of Parton to go to 
y* said Kirk of Bootle upon y« next Lords day but 
one, and there in y® forenoon give notice of y« dili- 
gence of both Prty and Synod anent y« processe for- 
said, as also to certify themp that if any one would 
yet insist in y® said processe they should be heard, 
with certification if they did it not he had order from 
y« Bishop and Synod to declare y« said Mr William 
to be unjustly pursued in y® said lybell, and y® Bishop 
and Synod do hereby ordaine y« said Mr Alex'- Irwing 
in y* afternoon after sermon to declare accordingly if 
none oblige themselves to insist in y« processe. 

The Bishop and Synod considering y« hard condi* 
tion that James Wright shoemaker in- Whithern and 
his wife Christian Malmyne are redacted unto, by 
and through a fire in y® night which consumed his 
house, goods, furniture and stock as is made appear 
to Xhem by his testificates subscribed by y^ minister 
and session of y« Parish of Whithern. and y« Provost 
and towne Councel there. Doe earnestly recommend 
them to y^ severall ministers and Kirk sessions of 
y« severall Prty» within y« Dioeesse of Galloway for 
eharity and supply. 
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The PrtJ of Kirkcudburgh were removed upon 
censure^ and at their returoe reoeayed y* good testl* 
mony of their bretheren. 

The day above said y^ Bishop and Synod upon yt 
repi^t ^ven in by y« vintors do approve y* Prty 
book of Kirkcudburgh beginning page 29# April 26^ 
IQ66, and ending page 40, Octob. 31, 1666. 

^mm of £e |rij|[ d ISigtotvnt 

The Prty of Wigtowne were removed upon censure, 
and at their returne receaved y® good testimony of 
their bretheren. 

€mmat jt |prtu toft a! Mi^tML 

The day forsaid y^ Bishop and Synod upon y® re- 
port given in by y® visitors do approve y* Prt>* booke 
of Wigtowne, beginning page 52, at Wigtown Maij 
24^ 1667^ and ending page 60» and Wigtown Octob. 
16, 1667. 

€inm jof ge f rtj of SttRraatr. 

The Prty of Stenrauer were removed upon censure, 
and at their returne receaved y® good testimony of 
their bretheren. 
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^ntnt lit |rts toll at ^itnxmt. 

The Bishop and Synod admits of the excuse given 
in by y® Prty of Stenrauer why their booke was not 
produced but ordaines that it be brought in y® next 
Synod. 

^a)smtm. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints ^Ir Alex'* Irwing 
to be moderator to y® bretheren of y* exercise at 
Kirkcudburgh, Mr Ja. Colhoun to be moderator to 
y® bretheren of y« exercise at Wigtown, and Mr 
George Henry to be moderator to y® bretheren of y* 
exercise at Stenrauer, and these to continue till y® 
next ensuing Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Syno- 
dical meeting to be at Wigtown upon the last 
Tuesday of April in the ensuing yeer of God one 
thousand six hundred sixtie and eight. 

This last session was ended with prayer to God 
made by y® Right Reverend Father in God James 
Lord Bishop of Galloway, &c. 
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\HE Registee of y^ Synod of Gallo- 
way holden at y« Kirk of Wigtowne 
on Tuesday the twentie eight day of April, 
one thousand six hundred six tie and eight And in 
the twentieth yeer of y^ Reigne of Our Soveraigne 
Lord Charles y? Sd.. King of Great Brittaine, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of y« Faiths &c. 



At y Kirk of Wigioivne, Die MartU 
Aprilis 28, l66Si, 

The which day sermon being begun and ended 
by y« Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway, &c. 

Sederunt — Y*' members of y*^ Synod of Galloway 
then present, viz. — James Lord Bishop of Galloway 
forsaid. Master James Colhoun minister of Peny- 
gham and moderator to y^ bretheren of y^ exercise at 
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Wigtowne, Mr Andrew Symson minister of Kirk- 
innert Mr Alex'* Cooper minister of Sorbie, Mr Nor- 
man M*Kinney minister of Whitherne, Mr Walter 
M'Gill minister of Wigtown, Mr Robert Fleming 
minister of MonnygafFe, Mr James Cooper minister 
of Mochrum, Mr James Leiper minister of Kirkuan, 
Mr Alex'- Irwing minister of Parton and moderator 
to y« bretheren of y® exercise at Kirkcudburgh> Mr 
James Kirk minister of Balmaghie, Mr George Leitfa 
minister of Twynam, Mr Walter Dalgleisb minister 
of Tungland, Mr Robert More minister of Balma- 
dellan, Mr James Schaw minister of Kirkmabreck, 
Mr David M*Queme minister of (^orsefairne, Mr 
W"*- Harvie minister of Bootle, Mr Alex'- Mortymer 
minister of Kirkcudburgh, Mr George Henry minis- 
ter of Stonniekirk and moderator to y^ bretheren of 
the exercise at Stenrauer, Mr Tho. Irland minister 
of Kirkolme, Mr James Hutcheson minister of Inch, 
Mr James M^Gill minister of Kirkmaiden, Mr John 
Coldwall minister of Portpatrick, and the name of 
God was invocated by the said Right Reverend 
Father. 

None absent out of y^ Prtv of Wigtowne. 

Absent out of y* PrP.of Kirkcudburgh—M,x 
Robert 6teel minister of Kells. Absent also Mr 
Rob^ Sous minister of Uerrick who was excusd for 
his absence* by his letter, being sick. 
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Absent out qf y^ PrP of Stenrauer — Mr Wil- 
liani Sommervale minister of Stenraaer^ who was aba 
excusd for his absence being sick. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr James Col- 
houn, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Alex"^' Cooper, Mr 
Alex^* Irwing, Mr James Kirk» Mr George Leitht 
Mr Alex'^- Mortymer, Mr George Henry, Mr Tho. 
Irland and Mr Ja. Hutcheson to meet in y® Kshops 
chamber at five of y« clock upon the Privie Con- 
ference. 

Tntimatbn was made diat if any had any suppli- 
cations or any thing to do with y® Synod, they slvNiId 
wait on at y® privie conference aft five of y^ clock. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourns their next meeting 
till to-morrow at eight of the clock. 

This Session was ended with prayer to God made 
by y^ Right Reverend James Lerd ffishop ^ Gal* 
loway. 

At %f Privie Conferencei kora 5**^ ptist merid. 
AH the above nominate ministers were present. 

At tr Kirie qfWigiawm, Die Mer^ Aprilkta, 
It&S.^^Se^s. 9^ 

Sederunt^James Lord Bishop of Galloway, Mmh 
ter James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr AlexF^ 
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Co6pei^, Mr Koi^mari M*Kinney, Mr Walter M*GilI^ 
^r Rob** Fleming, Mr James Cooperj Mr James 
Leiper> Mr George Henry, Mr Tho. Irland, Mr 
Mr James Hutches6n, Mi^ Jamas M^Gill^ Mr John 
Coldwell, Mr Alex'- Irwing, Mr James Kirk, Mr 
George Leith, Mr Walter Dalgleish, Mr Rob*- More, 
Mr James Schaw, Mr David M'Querne, Mr William 
Harvay, Mr Alex'- Mortymer, as also Mr John 
Waugh minister of Corsemichael and Mr James 
Adamson minister of Fvelton (which two were this 
morning ordaind and admitted ministers of y® Kirks 
df Corsemichiel aiid Kelton respective) and y^ natme 
of God was invocated by the Bishop* 

Reported by y« Prty of Kirkcudburgh that they 
were observing y® act of y® last Synod anent Patrick 
Raine, y® Bishop and Synod renews y® former act 
and ordaines them to proceed. 

llmtoiKg jof an art 0f ge last Sp(Jl» antnt Mm. $mmt 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew an act of 
y* last Synod, Intitvi^ Act anent William Harreise 
and ordaines y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh to observe y® 
samen. 
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iiepffrt 0f gt |rtj 0f lirktttorg^ mud l^n^iii. 

Reported l)y y« Prty of Kirkcudburgh that in 
obedience to former acts of the Synod of Galloway 
they were offering conference with the Papists but 
they absolutely refused to confer with tbem. The 
Bishop and Synod do therefore heteby renew any 
former act made against them, and doesAereby or- 
dakie the Prty of Kirkcudburgh forsaid to observe y« 
same as they will bd answerable to y^ Bishop and 
Synod. 

%^axt flf St §18^05 aittnt Isjists^ 

Beported by y* Bishop that he gave in y® extract 
df y® act oiy^ last Synod, wherein y® severall papists 
names were contained, unto y^ clerk of his Majesties 
ftivie CoUncell. 

The Bishop and Syn6d recommends to y^ Prty of 
Stenrauer to observe y® act of y® last Synod Anent 
Quakers. 

^jtt reitttoiug a fBtmt ut tat ^mhi4^ 

ThcS Bishop and Synod do hereby renew an act 
foncluded upon at Kirkcudburgh^ April 2§i 1666^ 
Intituled Act dnentberiefice^, And teneweld at Wig^^ 
towhe y* last Synod, atnd ordsiincfs y^ severall minil^icivs 
6f y« Diotedsei^ iif)i6 hkve beein defieleni^ td obsdrtre y^ 

14* 



Reported by y« PrtJ of Wigtowiic tha* flrty W 
observed y^^'act of y« last Synod made anenft Wm. 
Crawford and Jjsilnet Clellan and bad Imm^ltto 
a close by taking of his oalih sSL other meairs hmtg 
first essayed. 

$t^tff pt |ilM/pBlR8 imetttltr ItaSISsBi '|«*iq^ 

Reported by Mr Alex^* Irwing that conform to an 
act of y« last Synod anent Mr Wm. Harvay he went 
to y Parish Kirk of Bootle. 

^ct for suts^tfiMt^ Ipr W&Vi. pndiss- 

The which day y^ Bishop and Synod callii^g di^ 
Prty of Kirkcudburgh to give in an account of their 
^igence aneni the ttfd, of these £k»«dab that are 
going upon Mr William Harvay minister xtf Bootle 
since y® last Synod, at which time a Lybell that was 
formerly given in by William Harreise of Caigtoune 
was brought to a close* The PrCr ftMrsaid gave in a 
Paper containing y^ declar^ion of o^ttiin persons 
wlihin y* said parish anent fittndry seandak; Qomnntted 
hj him i»nce y* last Synod« (which declaration y^ 
¥t& &rsaid liad feceavied from y* said persons at a 
insitatbn i»eld at y^ kirk of Bootle the fonrte^ith 
day of this instant April) some whereof were con&8$d 
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by y* said Mr William as namely his drinkiDg witli 
Caigton (a man q^ had givea in fonnerly a most in« 
famoMff LybeU against y.® said Mr William Cor y^' 
which y® said Gaigtoune because be refused to jftoj^ 
ye same waa by yP last Synods cxnUind to be processd) 
upoay* Loi:daday ia y^ time of- dime service wbeR 
fa& himself ought to* have been preachijifr : And more«^ 
over y Bishop^and Synod having &uixd that the said 
Mr William Harvie had granted y^ beqe^ of o^ar- 
riage to a man lying under y^ gross sca^udal o£besti« 
aUty, and living vi^ithia y® parish of Ki;rkp^rick- 
Diuham,. (not only without the boundB of y® Prt^^ of 
Eirkcttdbui^h,^ but aiso without the bounds of this 
Diocesse of GaUoway) without any testimonial from 
any minister within the Prt^ of Dumfreise within 
wchich bounds y^ said person dwelt. For the which 
causes the Bishop and Synod comparing his former 
iybell (which was brought to some dose at y^last 
Synod) with this his present confession ; have suspen- 
ded and by this their present act Doe Suspend y® said 
Mr William Harvey from y^ exercise of his mmistry 
at y^ place forsaid, remitting y® tryall of y« rest of y« 
gross scandals that are eontaind in y® forsaid paper to 
y» search and enquiry of y^ Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh 
forsaid that upon probation thereof he may be referrd 
to further censure, and ordaines Mr James Kirk min<^ 
ister of Balmaghie upon y® next Lordaday being the 
diird of Maij, to intimate y^ said sentence at y^' kirk 
of Boode a>fter divine service. 
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Foraspniich ^si it i^i represented to y® Synod by y^ 
Bishop that there are some reports going in y^ East 
coiintry^anen t y?. insufficiency and scaiidulous carriages 
of some ministers within this Diocesse of Galloway, 
Therefore and for y« tryal thereai^ent y« Bishop and 
Synod did ordaine and by this their present act doe 
ordaine the severall presbytries within this Diocesse, 
with all convenient speed this summer, to go about 
pr^ vices and hpld visitations at y« respective parish 
kirks withiii their bounds, and there with all strict- 
nesse, ?is they will be answerable at y* next Synod, 
take exact tryal anent y^ doctrine and qualification 
life ^nd cpnv^rsation of y® several ministers within 
their bounds respective. And because it is reported 
(as said is) that some of y® ministers of this Diocesse 
are insufficient therefore, y® Bishop and Synod do 
hereby renew an act concluded upon at Wigton, 
Nov. 1, 1665, Intituled Act anent a Common-kead. 

The day forsaid y« Bishop and Synod taking to 
their serious consideration the desolate condition of 
the four parishes of y® Glenkennes as being desolat^f 
a setled ministry, and consequently of all y« ordi- 
nances of Jesus Christ and considering that y^, inspec- 
tion of these parishes belongs to theni and they yf 
Pishop and Synod forsaid being desirous that all pro- 
bable me^nes may be used for y^ speedie planting and 



SYNOD OF GALLOWAY lOft 

setling of the forsaid Kirks within these bounds tq 
y^ preventing of y« gross ignorance, great pro&nity 
and disorders that may accresse through y^ want of ^ 
setled ministry, and for the exoneration of their con- 
sciences in reference to these dutys that they con- 
ceave themselves lying lender, have thought fit» like 
as by thir presents do ordaine, letters be writen ta 
some of the principle Gentlemen within y? said par^ 
ishes viz., — In the parish of Corsefaime; Gilbert M*. 
Adam of Wa^erhead, William Gordon of Dundeoch 
and Alex?' Gordon of Knockgray. — Ib( the parish of 
Dairy, Robert Stewart of Airdoch, James Logan of 
Boge and Rqbert Greer of Millmark.— In the parish 
of Balmadellan Wm. Gordon of Schirmers, 
Gordon of Home and Roger Gordon of Trochquen. 
In the parish of Kells the Provest of New Galloway, 
James Chalmers of Waterside aud John Greer of 
Dalton desiring them to meet with some of the min- 
isters of this Djiocesse which shall be sent to confer 
with them anent y® setling of their respective parish- 
es, at the Newtoun of Galloway upon the twentieth 
day of Maij next in this instant yeer of God One 
thousand six hundred igixtie and eight, and ajsa y® 
Bishop atid Synod h^ve commissionat like as by this 
their present act Doe commissionate their well be- 
loved bretheren Mr Jfames Colhoun minister of Peny- 
gham, Mr Andrew Symson minister of Kirkinner, 
Mr Alexander Couper uxinister of Sorbie a;nd Mr 
Ale;xander Irwing minister of Parton to repair to y® 
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Ncwim of Gk^t^way upon y^ forsaid twea4ieti& d^fei 
SAw^ iMKKt tOFOome to meet with the fovsaidl h^otovsr 
and gentkjatn within the fcMrsaids peiMief^of Com^ 
faime^ Dabry, Kells and {(almadellau ifttb pow«^ to^ 
y^ Conimitesionera fersaid to propone aU fair jiHrt^ and 
doistiaii overtuxes^ for y* speedie plantiafp ei dieir 
diui^i^s as said is^ and to hear whs^ rai^Mal oimrtift'ea 
dasM he offered to y^ Gentlemen that idtaUr meet ffnt 
y^ ends tffarsadd^ And tlie saids Commisriionat mktt»- 
ters are hereby appmnted to report to ]f Bisbop-anA 
Synock aft ai^wit of tl^eir diligence. 

^ft tmU^ faxmx art*. 

The Bi^op and Synod do hereby renew two. for- 
mer acts conelnded upon at Wigtoun OctoK 26^ 
1664. The one intituled Act anent ministers eX" 
amining of their people^ and the other intituled 
Act anent absents from y? Prf, and renew y® said 
act also as. it was renewed apd enlarged Noy« 1^ 1665« 

The Bishop and Synod taking to their stnrioui^ era- 
sideration y^ great abuse and scandalous practise of 
many persfons within this Diocesse by their willfoll 
withholding of their children from y^ Sacrament of 
baptisme, or at least not brining them to their own 
parish minister to be baptized. Have ordaind and by 
these presents Doe require y^ severall ministers of this^ 
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Diocedse wiilunit m^/ jn^rfaality wiiaiaoelre^ to Mvtb^ 
jtoQn joriflip jiji,mgue ten^ff! Xo thi&it Klspectiyd Ptty* 
dOi jBucb j»arej>t$i ds .eithcir hanre not 6t irk xSneilxmmg 
j3baU Aot t^bin fojiMie d^s af'tdf jO)^ blrtli ^ .thdl" 
children present then! U> ibf^ x>vlrn J)$risb iniiusteif 
to be baptisied, and y* Erty forsaid ire td c^risurd 
sucih paretits M ibeir fault Shall bel found to demerit. 
And in case of disobedience tbey tLfe to proceed ^ 
-gaam^ tb^lm m contumacious. A^ it is thereby re- 
^onnncAvSejl to ^ sev>era(M PiH;$«ito sd^lbaft ^^mspee^ 
tive ministers within thek bounds ^ve -edGaqit ^dbe- 
dience to this act in so far as concemes them ; And 
public intimatum liereof Is lo be luadi!. ^aitradi and 
subsd. 

IPhe'Bishup ^ud^yuod 1)^ng iuformcd jttat mmy 
pTofaine and scandalous persotts by their remox^ng 
from place to place think to escape unpuuished, and 
in particular ^cit divers scandalous^pei^senst^omefrom 
y* £iiigdcme<of ^lai&d 4;0 ttbfiae bounds, as ^Ispiiiat 
divers jpetsans go .Bm^y &aai •henee to Irland mA 
theKe briug forth <}hiidDeu etb^ jpi fonw^ati^ or J^ 
4uUery and then returu bitfa^ i^^aiw ^w4 hy Ituiib 
ineanes tbey remaine uupiurisW for ftem&td vib&i^ 
the Bishop and Synod Doe ordain the sevecaU jQPiuup^ 
ters of this Diocesse to tnake exact inquiry anent all 
^cfa persons wbem thi^ ^ti;ie4iptii^]iuaag3 of ^tibeii^ 
parishioners in order t^ ^exandn^tion itod tbdt ,^Sbef 
admit none into their Congregations untill suob time 
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ks they product sufficient testimonials of their good 
iiamage and christian hehaviour in those parts froni 
whence they icame. And puhlick intimation hereof 
is to he made upon a Lord's day in the respective 
Congregations of this Dioceslse. 

The Bretheren of the Prty of Wigton were remov- 
ed and at their retume receaved y® good testimony of 
thisir bretheren. 

€mm at gt |rts td ^tmmi. 

The Bretheren of the Prty of Stenrauer were re- 
moved and at their retume receaved the good testi- 
mony of their bretheren. 

(^mvxt td ui irtS al Itirkalrlrttrgjr^ 

The Btethereti of the Prty of Kirkcudburgh were 
Removed and at their retume receaved y^ good testi- 
tnony of their bretheren, but it is recommended to 
them to observe an act of Synod concluded upon at 
Wigton Nov. 1, 1665, Intituled Act anent a Com^ 
tion^head. 

The severall Prty^ are hereby oi'daind to hate thdr 
bookeii in readinesse againdt the next Synod. 
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The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Alex^* Irwing 
minister of Parton to be moderator to y® bretheren of 
the exercise at Kirkcudburgh, Mr James Colhoim 
minister of Pennygham to be moderator to y® bre- 
them of the exercise at Wigton ; and Mr George 
Henry minister of Stoniekirk to be moderator to y® 
bretheren of y® exercise at Stenrauer, and these to 
continue till y® iiext ensuing Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Syno- 
dicall meeting to be at Wigtoti, upon the last Tues- 
day of October next in this instant yeer of God one 
thousand six hundred sixtie and eight. 

This last session was ended with prayer made to 
God by the Right Reverend Father in God James 
Lord fiishdp of QalloWiiy &c. 
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vHE Register or y= Svnod of Gallo- 
way holdeu at y* Kirk of Wigton, on 
Tuesday the twentie and seavcnth day of 
October, One thousand six hundred sixtie and eight. 
And in the twentieth yeer of y** Reigne of Our Sover- 
aigne Lord Charles y^ 2d. King of Great EritaiDe, 
France, and Irland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 



At y Kirh of Wiginn^ Dei Martis, 
Ociohris 27, 1668. 

The which day Sermon being begun and ended by 
Mr Walter M*Gill minister of Wigtotvn by y^ ap- 
pointment of his Ordinary, 

Sederunt — The members of y* Synod of Galloway 
then present^ viz. — James Lord Bishop of Galloway, 
&€., Master James Colhoun minister of Penygham 
and moderator to y* bretheren of y* exercise at Wig- 
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ton, Mr Andrew Symson minister of Kirkinner, Mr 
Walter M*Gill minister of Wigton, Mr Norman 
M 'Kinney minister of Whitherne, Mr Rob*- Fleming 
minister of Monnygaffe, Master James Cooper minis- 
tei of Mochrum, Mr Alex'- Cooper minister of Sorbie, 
Mr James Leiper minister of Kirkuan, Mr James 
Bailie minister of Glassertowne, Mr Alex'- Irwing 
minister of Parton and moderator to y® bretlieren 
of y« exercise at Kirkcudburgh, Mr James Kirk 
minister of Balmaghie, Mr David iM'Querne minister 
of Kirkmabreck, ' Mr Rob*- More minister of Girton, 
Mr James Schaw minister of An with, Mr Rob*- Steel 
minister of Kells, Mr Rob*- Bous minister of Reddick, 
Mr Alex"^- Mortymer minister of Kirkcudburgh, Mr 
John Waugh minister of Corsemiehael, Mr James 
Adamson minister of Kelton, Master George Henry 
minister of Stoniekirk and mo:lerator to y® bretheren 
of y® exercise at Stenrauer, Mr Thomas Irland min 
ister of Kirkolme, Mr James Hutcheson minister of 
Inch, Mr James M^Gill minister of Kirkmaiden, Mr 
John Coldwell minister of Portpatrick, Mr John Ar- 
buiokle minister of Stenrauer, and y® name of God 
was invocated by y® Right Reverend y® Bishop of 
Galloway. 

None absent out of y^ Prty of Wigtowne. 

Ahsent out of ye Prtv of Kirkcudburgh — Mr 
George Leith minister of Tvvynam and Mr John 
Row minister of Balmaclellan. 
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Absent out', of y^ PrP qf Stenrauer—Mx Wm. 
Sommerwell minister of Laswalt. 

Mr Rob^ Steel minister of Kells having consigned 
his dolar in the Bishops hand offerd to give in his 
excuse for his absence from y® last Synod. The Bis- 
hop and Synod ordains him to wait upon the confer* 
ence and give it in there. 

The Bishop and Sjmod appoints Mr Alex'- Irwing, 
Mr Alex^^- Mortymer, Mr Rob*- Bous, Mr James Col- 
houn, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr James Cooper, Mr 
Alex'- Cooper, Mr George Henry, Mr Thomas Jrland 
and Mr James Hutcheson, to meet in y« Bishops 
chamber at six a clock upon the Privie Conference. 

Publick intimation was made that if any body had 
any appeals, references, bills, supplications or petitions 
or any businesse to doe with y« Synod that they should 

wait on at y® Privie Conference. 

• 

The appointing of visitors for y® Prty bookes is de- 
layed till the Privie Conference. 

The Bishop and Synod adjoumes their Synodicall 
meeting till to-morrow at ten a clock in the forenoone. 

This session was closed with prayer to God made 
by y« Right Reverend the Bishop of Galloway for- 
Baid. 
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At the Pfivie Conference^ hora 6^ 
All The above mentioned ministers were present. 

The Prty book of Wigton is to be delivered to Mr 
John Cold well and Mr John Arbuickle, who are to 
visit y® game and to report to y® Synod thereanent. 

The Prty booke of Kirkcudburgh is to be delivered 
to Mr Norman M'Kinney and who are to 

visit y® same and to report to y® Synod thereanent. 

The Prty booke of Stenrauer is to be delivered to 
Mr James Kirk and Mr James Schaw, who are to visit 
y® same and to report to y® Synod thereanent- 

At y« Kirk of Wigton, Die JfercuriJ, Ociob,. 
28, 1668 —Sess. 2«- 

The which day Sederunt James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, 
Mr Walter M^Gill, Mr Norman M'Kinney, Mr Rob* 
Fleming, Mr James Cooper, Mr Alex^- Cooper, Mr 
James Leiper, Mr Jatnes Bayly, Master Alex'^- Irwing, 
Mr James Kirk, Mr David M*Querne, Mr R<A* 
More, Mr James Schaw, Mr Rob<^ Steel, Mr Ale^pr 
Mortymer, Mr John Waugh, Mr James Adamson, 
Mr George Henry, Mr Thomas Irland, Mr Jame3 
Hutcheson, Mr James M^Gill, Mr John Cpldwell. 
Mr William Sommervale, Mr John Arbiiickle, an4 
y® name of God was invocated by the Bishop. 



Mr William Sommervale is excused for his absence 
y^ last session. 

Absent this seseion-^Mx Rob^ Bous but excused 
for y^ same. 

fenttoing jof a taxmx ut mmt |atmfe "^mt 

The Bishop and Synod doth hereby renew all for- 
mer acts ma^de anent Patrick Rain in Twynam and 
ordaines the Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh to observe the 
i^men, 

Jirt rmetoing el a tomx art an^nt Millm ftrmse. 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh are hereby ordaind to 
proeeed against Wm. Herreise of Caigton conform to 
an act made anent him at Wigton Octob. 30, lB67, 
iptituled Acf ane»( WiUiam Herreise. 

Itprt 0f p |rtg jaf li.rfetttlrteg|[ antnt fajists- 

Reported by y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh that little 
thing had been don by them in reference to y^ papists 
Md that in regard the parish of Bootle wherein the 
greatest part of them dwelt was destitute of a minis- 
ter and Mr George Leith minister of Twynam (in 
whose parish allso some of them dwell) having been 
sick. The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew all 
former acts made against Papists and do ordaine the 
Prty of Kirkcudburgh to observe y® same. 
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Reported by y® Prty of Stenrauer that they had 
onely one Quaker within their bounds called 

and they had confeird with heir but she could not 
be wrought upon. The Prty are ordaind to proceed 
against her conforme to an act of Synod anent Qua- 
kers made at Wigton Octob. 30, 1667. 

< 

Reported by y« Prty of Kirkcudburgh that Mr 
Wm. Harvays suspension was intimated conforme to 
y® act of y® last Synod, as also that in obedience to 
y« said act they had held two or three visitations at 
y® Kirk of Bootle for farther tryal of the rest of the 
Articles against him which had not been formerly 
proven, and some of them being proven he the said 
Mr Wm. Harvay fearing farther censure willfully 
deserted his place at Bootle and went out of y® 
Kingdome, whereof initmation being made to y® 
Bishop, his Lordship considering upon y® scandals 
proven together with his willfuU desertion had writeja 
to them to declare the said Kirk of Bootle vacant 
which was don accordingly. 

^0rt 0f ge steall |rtss umt il^t WisMims. 

Reported by the Presbytries of Stenrauer and 
Wigton that in obedience to an act of y« last Synod 



120 



SirK6D OF GALLOWAY. 



they had visited the several! Kirks within their 
bounds respective. Reported by the Prty of Kirk- 
isudburgh that the number of their parishes being 
great and the bounds vast and wide they had not gon 
through all their Kirks but they had held visitations 
at severall of th^m. They are to proceed. 

|i«p0rt flf St ^0iKinissijiraars stnt its p ^lefttos* 

Reported by Mr James ColhoUn, Mr Andrew 
Symson, Mr Alex"^- Cooper and Mr Alex"^- Irwing 
that in obedience to an act of y« last Synod they 
went to y^ Newton of Galloway upon the twentieth 
day of Maij last in pursuance of those ends contained 
in y« said Act, but although they staied there a 
considerable time yet none of the Gentlemen that 
were written to and desired to be present came excej^t 
one of them [Schirmers] so that nothing was don in 
that matter. 

Jintnt t|e Satraraent ge f0r)>s Snjjtr. 

It is hereby recommended to y® severall ministers 
of this Diocesse, that can conveniently* to celebrate 
y« Sacrament of y« Lords Supper betwixt the next 
Synod. 

This day y« Bishop and Synod taking to their con- 
sideration the e^cul^e given in by Mr Robert Steel 
minister of the Kelts for his absence from the last 
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Synod, did ju^lge the same not relevant and therefore 
his dolar which he had consigned was given to a poor 
scholar called James Muir. And forasmuch as the 
Bishop and Synod are informed by y« Prty of Kirk- 
cudburgh that the said Master Robert Steel doth 
very seldome keep any of their Presbyteriall meetings, 
as also that although he be minister of y« Kells yet 
be never useth to preach in the parish kirk but in the 
tolbuith. Therefore the Bishop and Synod having 
first spoken to y® said Mr Robert thereanent did or- 
daine bim to be more observant in keeping of the 
meetings of the Presbytry of Kirkcudburgh, and also 
in time comeing to preach in the Kirk of y^ Kells 
being y^ place apoiatied for the publick exercise of 
Gods worship in that parish. 

The Bishop aiKl Synod considering y« iufcwrmatiou 
of y« Prty of Kirkcudburgh, auent the place of their 
presbyterial meeting, making mention that the toune 
of Kirkcudburgh is an unfit place not only because 
they cannot get the bells rung to their Presbyteriall 
exercises, but also because it doth not ly conveniently 
for the major part of the Prty (who dwell at a 
great distance) to meet in. Doe hereby appoint their 
Presbytriall meetings to bekeeped at the kirke of 
Tungland. 

The Bishop and Synod taking to their serions con- 
sideration the desolate condition of the two parishes 

16* 



1S2 SYNOD OP GAtLOlfAY. 

of Dairy and Cotsefairne how that they are destitute 
of the word and sacramemts having been vacant for a 
long time^ and dthough their desires and intentions 
for planting these kirks were frustrat by and through 
the backwardnesse of those who refused to meet and 
conferre with such of the ministers of this Diocesse 
as were appointed to meet at Newton upon the twen- 
tieth of Maij last, yet, Doe iii discharge of that duty 
which they cionceave is lying on them appoint Mr 
James Hutchesone ministei* of the Inch to preach in 
the kirk of Dairy upon the day of November next 
to come, and Mr Thomas Irland minister of Kirk- 
olme, at y® kirk of Corsefaime upon the said day 
of November. Likeas( they appoint Master Alexander 
Cooper minister of Sorbie to preach at Dairy upon 
the 5th day of December next, and Mr James CoU 
houn minister of Penygham at the kirk of Cors^faim 
upon the said day. As also they appoint Mr Jameisl 
Schaw minister of Anwith and Mr Alex^ Irwing 
minister of Parton to supply the said kirks of Corse* 
faim and Dairy upon the 19 day of December nelt 
to come. 

€mim of tt frfj flf Mtmxmtx. 

The Presbytry of Stenrauer were removed and 
upon their returne receaved the good testimony of 
their bretheren. 
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The day forsaid the Bishop and Synod considering 
the report given in hy y* visitors Doe approve y« 
Prt^ book of Stenrauer beginning Maij 24, 1667, 
and ending at Inch, April 1, 1668. 

€mim 0f je Irtg uf Mi^im. 

The Prty of Wigton were removed and upon their 
retume receaved y® good testimony of their bretheren. 

€mivxt 0f se |rta toffit 0f Higton. 

The Bishop and Synod considering the report 
given in by y® visitors appointed to visit y® Prty 
book of Wigton, beginning at Wigton, November 
20, 1667 1 and ending at the kirk of Penygham, 
April 22, 1668» Doe approve of the same, 

Cmm ai ^t frig ai ^ixkMvx^\. 

The Bretheren of the Prty of Kirkcudburgh were 
removed and upon their returne receaved y« good 
testimony of their bretheren. 

Reported by y® visitors appointed to visit y* Prty 
book of Kirkcudburgh that they had recaved only 
some minutes from the Prt? of Kirkcudburgh. The 
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Bishop and Synod therefore ordaind the said Prt^ 
of Kirkeudhurgh to have their book in readiness 
against the next Synod, 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Alex'^- Trying, 
minister of Parton to he moderator to the bretheren 
of the exercise at Kirkeudhurgh, Mr James Colhoun 
minister of Penygham to be moderator to the bre- 
theren of the exercise at VVigton, and Mr Cieorge 
Henry minister of Stoniekirk to be moderator to the 
bretheren of the exercise at Stenrauer, and these to 
continue till y'- next ensuing Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Syno- 
dicall meeting to be at Kirkeudhurgh upon the last 
Wednesday of April, in the ensuing yeer of God one 
thousand six hundred sixtie and nine yeers. 

This last Session was ended with prayer to God 
made by the Right Reverend Father in God James 
Lord Bishop of Galloway, &c 
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Its 





\nE Begistee op y» Synod of Gallo* 
WAY holtlen in y« Kikke of Kihkcud- 
BURGH, upon Wednesday )• t wen tie eight 
clay of April, One thousand six hundred sixtie and 
nine: And in the One and twentieth year of y* 
R eigne of Our Soveraigne Lord Chaklks y® 2d 
King of Great Britain e, France, and Ireland, De- 
fender of the Faith, &c. 



At Kirhcudburgh^ Die JfercurfJ, ApriUs 38, 1669, 

The which day Sermon [ Jerem ; 3. c* 15 — 21] 
being begun and ended by Mr Jainea Hntcheson 
minister of Inch by y* appointment of his Ordinarie* 

Sederunt — The members of y* Synod of Galloway 
then present J viz, — James Lord Hishop of Galloway 
&c., Master James Colhoun minister of Penygham 
and moderator to y^ bretheren of y« exercise of Wig^ 
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towne, Mf Andrew Symson minister of Kirkinner, 
Mr Walter M*Gill minister of Wigtowne, Mr Nor- 
man M'Kinney minister of Whitherne, Mr James 
Cooper minister of Mochrum, Mr Alex'* Cooper min- 
ister of Sorbie, Mr James Leiper minister of Kirkuan, 
Master Alfix'* Irwing minister Qf Parton and moder- 
ator to y® bretheren of y^ exercise at Kirkcudburgh, 
Mr James Kirk minister of Balmaghie, Mr George 
Leitb minister of Twynam, M? Rob*- Steel minister 
Kelisit Mr Rob^ More ^linister of Girton, Mr James 
Scbaw minister of Anwith, Mr Rob^ Bows minister 
of Reddick, Mr Alex'- Mortymer minister of Kirk- 
cudburgh, Mr Jobn Waugh minister of Corsemichael, 
Mr James A^amspn minister of Kelton, Mr John 
]^ow minister of BalmacleUan^ Mr George Henry 
minister 9/ Stonniekirk and moderator to y^ bretheren 
of y® exercise at Stenrauer, Mr Thomas Irland min- 
ister of Kirkolme, Mr James Hutcheson minister of 
Inch, Mr James M'Gill minister of Kirkmaiden, Mr 
Jphn Caldwell minister of Portpatrick, Mr VViUiam 
Sommervel minister of Laswalt, and Mr John Ar- 
buickle minister of Stenrauer, and y® pame of God 
was invocate by y« Right Reverend Father James 
Bishop of Gallowray fprsai4- 

Absent out of y* Prfi^ of Wigton-^Mr James 
Bailie minister of Glassertoune. 

Absent out qf y« Prfif qf Kirkcudburgh-^Mx 
David M'Querae minister of Kirkipabieck. 
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None ahseM out of y^ PrP of Stenrauer* 

The Bishop and S3riiod admits of y® excuses given 
in hy Mr George Leith and Mr John Row for their 
absence from y® last Synod being sick. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints y^ Prty book o^ 
Kirkcudburgh to be delivered to Mr Walter M'Gill 
and Mr James Cooper, who are to visit y® same and 
to report to y® Synod thereanent. 

The Bishop arid Synod appoints y^ Prt^ book of 
Wigton to be delivered to Mr Rob*- Bows and Mr 
John Waugh, who are to visit y® same and to report 
to y® Synod thereanent^ 

The Bishop and Synod appoints y® Prty book of 
Stenrauer to be delivered to Mr James Schaw and 
Mr James Leiper who are to visit y^ same and to re- 
port to y* Synod thereanent. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr James Col- 
houn, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr James Cooper, Mr 
Alex'^- Cooper, Mr Alex'- Irwing Mr James Kirk, Mr 
Robert Bows, Mr Alex'- Mortimer, Mr George Hen- 
ry, Mr James Hutcheson and Mr Thos. Ireland to 
meet in y® Bishops Chamber at three of the dock in 
y« aftemoone upon the privie conference. And publick 
Intimation was made at y® Kirk door, that if there 
were any appeales, references, bills, supplications or 



petitions to y* Synod that they should come with 
them to the Privie Conference. 

The Bishop and Synod adjournes their next Sy- 
nodicall meeting till hetwixt five and six of y® clock 
in the afternoone. 

This Session was closed with prayer to God by 
y* Right Reverend James Lord Bishop of Galloway. 

At the Privie Conference, hora S*- 
AH the above nominate ministers were pr^ient. 

At y^ Kirke of Kirkcudhttrgk, Die Mereurij, 
Aprilis 28, 1669. — Sess. S*** post meridiem. 

The said day Sederunt S^m^s Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr James Colhoun^ Mr Andrew Symson» 
Mr Walter RI'Gill, Master James Cooper, Mr Alex*^ 
Cooper, Mr James Leiper, Mr Alex'- Irwing, Mr 
James Kirk, Mr Rob*^ Mere, Mr James Schaw, Mr 
Rob*- Botis, Mr Alex"^- Mortymer, Mr John Waugh, 
Mr James Adamson, Mr John Row, Mr George 
Henry, Mr Tho. Irland, Mr James Hutcbeson, Mr 
Jamas M'Gill, Mr John Coklwell, Mr Wm. Som- 
mervale, Mr John Arbuickle and y* name of God 
was iavoeated by the Bishop. 
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Absent this Session that were present y® former 
Mr Norman M'Kmney, Mr George Leith, Mr Rob* 
Steil. 

Slept jirf F f rtj 0f firkififtaf^ mud f strirfe %mt 

Reported by y^ Prt^ of Kitkcudburgh anent Pat- 
rick Raine that they were ohseiveing y® act of y® Sy- 
nod made anent him but they had not brought it to 
a close by reason of y® ministers sicknesse. The 
Brshop and Synod do renew y« former act and refera 
it to "^ Fit7 of Kirkcudburgh: forsaid to bring that 
processe to a close* 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh being interrogate anent 
the Papists reported that anent the conferring with 
them, it was impossible there being so great a multi- 
tude of them, and that their number was greatly en- 
creased within this twelve month ; however the Bishop 
and Synod to renew and ratify all former acts of Sy- 
nod made against Papists and do recommend with all 
earnestnesse to y« 'PrV of Kirkcudburgh to endeavour 
to observe y* samen and that they take tryal anent 
such as are suspect of Popery conveening them before 
them and offering them conference for their reclaim- 
ing. And the Prt^ forsaid is hereby ordkind to pro- 
ceed impartialy against such as are professed Papists 
and refuse conference and satisfaction and y° Prty 
forsaid is to give an account of their dilligence 
against the next meeting under ha22Sard of their cen- 

17* 
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sure. And moreover y® Sjmod taking to their seri- 
ous consideration the great growth of Popery through 
the traflScing of Preists and Jesuites do earnestly re- 
commend to their Ordinary that his Lordship would 
represent the same to y® Lords of his Majesties Privie 
Councell, and that the laws may be execute against 
such as are already excommunicate* 

^pxi aS ge |rtg of firftntljlnirgt anwit %ir WuMiani. 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh reported that by reason 
of the greatnesse of their bounds and unseasonable- 
nesse of the weather they had not as yet throughly 
visited their whole bounds they are ordaind to pro- 
ceed, and also the Bishop and Synod Doe hereby or- 
daine Visitations de novo to be keept through the 
whole Diocesse by the respective Presbytries of the 
same. 

itpori 0f gj sjtoall mimim ^pi\M bg gt last Sgiwlr 
to pta4 at ge firlis sf iairg anlr (£,amim\t. 

Reported by Mr James Hutcheson that he could 
not keep the diet appointed the last Synod by reason 
of the greatness of the waters. Reported by Mr 
Thomas Irland that he was lying very sick of a 
feaver. Reported by Mr Alex'- Cooper that he went 
not, being unwell. Reported by Mr James Colhoun 
that he went to Corsefairn according to appointment 
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but he got not an auditory. Reported by Mr Alex'- 
Irwiug that he was going but 

Reported by Mr James Schaw that he went 
not conceaving he would get no auditory. The Bis- 
hop and Synod appoints the Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh 
to supply those two vacant Kirks of Dairy and Corse- 
faime and Mr James Schaw is appointed to preach 
^ first. And the Synod doth hereby earnestly desire 
the Bishop to plant them. 

lift sncnt tfre Coinnmiuoir^ 

It is hereby recommended to y® severall ministers 
of this Diocesse that they use all diligence to cele- 
brate the Sacrament of y* Lords Supper this ensuing 
summer. 

This day y« Bishop produced an act of his Majesties 
Privie Councell of the date at Ed'- the 
granting warrant for Collecting of a voluntary Con- 
tribution to be collected forth of the severall Congre- 
gations on this side of Forth for building of a stone 
bridge over the water of Luce as the said act of the 
date forsaid doth at more length bear. In pursuance 
whereof the Bishop and Synod doth recommend it to 
y« severall Presbyteries within this Diocesse to take 
the most expedient course for the collecting and in- 
gathering of the same against y® next Synod. 
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^tBrmm)ivM m ftsmi at lanes ltmr« 

The Bishop and Synod doth heiehy recommend to 
the severall ministers of this IHocesse to give each of 
them twelve shilling Scots to a poor Scholar called 
James Muir. 

"^ttmrnnMim m U\smi at $ffgtr P^ffroskraif- • 

The Bishop and Synod considering the supplica- 
tion of Roger M'Croskraij merchant hurgess of Wig- 
ton Do recommend him for supply to such Kirks of 
this Diocesse as have not already ^veu him. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourns their next Syno- 
dioal meeting till to morrow at half an hour past 
nine in the morning. 

This Diet was ended with prayer to God made by 
the Right Reverend James Lord Bishop of Gal- 
loway, &c 

At y Kirk of Kirjceudhurnh^ Dei Jovis, Aprilis 
29, IG69.T-Sess. 3«- antemerid. 

The said Day Sederunt Jame; Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, 
Mr Walter M^Gill, Mr Norman M-Kinney, Mr 
Alex*" Cooper, Mr James Cooper, Mr James Leiper, 
Alex'^ Irwin, Mr James Kirk, Mr George L^ith, Mif 
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Mr James Schaw, Mr Rob** Bowid, Mr Ales?- Mbi^- 
tymer, Mr John Waugb, Mt James Adamson>. Mt 
John Row, Mr Robert Steil, Mr John Logan (who 
was this morning ordained arid admitted miniliter of 
Bootle), Mr George Henry, Mr Thomas Irland, Mr 
James Hutcheson, Mr John Coldwell, Mr William 
Sommervale, Mr John Arbnickle and the name of 
God was invocated by y* Bishop. 

None absent this session that were present the 
last except Mr Rob^ Moir minister of Girton. 

The Bishop and Synod admits of the excuses given 
in by Mr Norman M'Kinney, Mr George Leith and 
Mr Rob^ Stedj for their absence from y^ last session 
yesterday. 

The Bishop and Synod taking to their serious 
consideration a supplication writen subs^and given 
in by Mr Rob^ Steel minister of Kells wherein for 
several reasons therein expressd he desired to be liber- 
ate from his charge of the n^ii]ti8try at the Kells, Doe 
think fit that his supplication and desire be granted 
him and the Synod do hereby recommend it to their 
Ordinary to grant a demission to the said Mr Rob^ 
Steel from y^ Kirk of the Kells forsaid. 

The Bishop aqd Synod having heard that within 
y* Pr^y of Stenrauer there are severall disorders as 
soine bapti?;ing their children by outed ministers con- 
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trary to an act of Councell aud a particular act of 
this Synod made tbereanentf And hearing also that 
it hath been y« studie of some Gentlemen within that 
bounds to breake y^ discipline of the church especialy 
within y® parish of. Kirkmaiden, obstructing as far as 
they could, church censure against known delinquents 
illegally opposing the minister and weakning his 
hands in order to y® exercise of discipline in that part 
Doe by thir presents enact, and ordain the Prty of 
Stenrauer to begin their visitations at y® Church of 
Kirkmaiden forsaid, and there cite before them such 
persons as are guilty of y® forsaid misdemeanors and 
disorders, and proceed against them according to the 
order to this Church ; and if they get no satisfaction^ 
it is thought fit that the whole businesse be repre- 
sented to y® Lords of his Majesties privie CouneelL 

The Bishop and Synod being informed that there 
is much wickednesse committed by Charmers and 
Necromancers, and by peoples going to and consult- 
ing with them and particularly that it is generally 
reported that there is a charmer or neccromancer 
within y® bounds of y® Prty of Wigton who hath 
committed much wicknednesse that way within ye 
Presbytries of Wigton and Stenrauer, Doe appoint 
y« Presbytries of Wigton and Stenrauer forsaid to 
use all dilligence for the punishing of the same and 
for that eflfect ordains y® Prty of Stenrauer to meet 
with the Prty of Wigton at y® Kirk of Kirkuan as 
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also the Prty of Wigton to meet with the Prty of 
Stenrauer at thfe Kirk of Glenlusse and tecommends 
to them to take «xact notice of ail such persons as 
shall be guilty of the forsaid crimes and to censure 
them as they shall think expedient. And it [is] here*- 
by recommended to y® severall ministers of this 
Diocesse to use all meanes for the extirpating of such 
crimeid and in particular publickly in their Congrega- 
tions to testify against such sinnes and to warne their 
people not to make use of any charmes or charmers as 
they would not incurre the wrath and displeasure of 
Allmighty God. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints y® severall Pres- 
bytries to write or speake to y® late ministers who 
keep Conventicles and baptize children of other mens 
Congregations, that they would desist, from so doing 
or else application is to be made to the Lords of his 
Majesties privie Councell thereanent. 

The Bishop and Synod being informed anent some 
difference fallen out betwixt some of the parishioners 
of Parton and their Minister, Do appoint the Prty of 
Kirkcudbnrgh to keep their next visitation at y® 
,Kirk of Parton and if need be Mr James Colhoun, 
Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Alexander Cooper is to 
meet with them upon advertisement. 



j196 8irK0]> or cauovat. 



^mm III le. |^ of Sleiinttet 

The VtV of Stenraner vne vaomei ipcm ceiunn^ 
and being catted m wcmnek y^ gotd iMnmmkj of 
tlieir l^retheren. 

The day foraaid y? Bidiep and Synod conndieibg 
the report ^ven m hy y^ Tisitors appoiBted ta nrit 
y« Prt7 book of Stennmer Doe sjpptwe tbe said bode 
beginning at Stoniekiri^, ApriS % 1660^ and ending 
at Stenrauer April 14, 1669- 

The Prtr of Wigtau were removed' i^n censofe^ 
and bdng called in receaTed y good' testimony of 
their bretheren* 

€mmt d %t fiig bmirit t& Wtgm. 

The Bishop and Synod considering y« report ^ven 
in by y« visitors appointed ta visit y® Pi*r book of 
Wigton Dde approve the* said book beginning page 
67, At Wigton April^ 29i l€6B and ending page 7S 
At Wigton October 14, 166». 

The Bishop and Synod' considering y« Report 
given in by y« visitors appointed to visit y Prt/ book 
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of Kirkcudburgh Doe ordain the Prt^ of Kirkwd- 
burgh forsaid to revise their book» mend their in- 
formalities and change their Gierke 

The Bishop and Synod appoints the Pm of Kirk- 
cudburgh to meet shortly at the Newtm of Gdlovay 
&r the tryal of some groese scandals of adultly and 
incest within the vacant parishes of D^ and Carse# 
faime. 

The absents from this Synod are to be nuimm^ 
to the next Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Alex'^- Irwing 
minister of Parton to be moderator to the bretheren 
of the exercise at Kirkcudburgh, Mr James Colhoun 
minister of Penygham to be moderator to the bre- 
theren of the exercise at Wigton and Mr George 
Henry minister of Sttoiekirk to be moderator to the 
bretheren of the exercise at Stenrauer and the^e to 
continue till the next ensuing Synod. 



The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Synod- 
icall meeting to be at Wigton upon the last tuesday 
of October in this instant year of God One thousand 
six hundred sixtie and nine. 

18* 
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This last Session was ended with prayer to God 
made by the Right Reverend Father in God, James 
Lord Bishop of Galloway &c. 

The Right Reverend Father in God James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway by his letter dated at Broomhill 
September 8, 1669 did signify that there was a 
necessity of keeping y® Synod before the downe sit- 
ting of the Parliament and therefore did intreat that 
the severall members of the Synod would meet in 
Synod with him at Wigton upon tl^e first tuesday of 
October 1669 years being the fifth day of the said 
month of October. 
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\HE Register of y= Synod of Gallo- 
^VAY holden at the Kirk of Wigton, on 
Tuesday the fifth day of October, one 
thousand six hundred sixtie and nine* And in the 
one and twentieth year of y® Reigne of Our Sover- 
aigne Lord Charles y** 2d., King of Great Brit- 
taine, France, and Ireland, Defender of y« Faith, &a 



At If Kirk of Wfgton, Die 3Iartu, Ociok 5, I669. 

The which day Sermon [Rom, 12, 1.] being begun 
and ended by y*^ Right Reverend Father in God 
Jatnes Lord Bishop of Galloway &c. 

Sederunt — The members of the Synod of Callo- 
way then present, \iz — James Lord Bishop of Gal- 
loway forsaid. Master James Colhoun minister of 
Penygliam and moderator to y* brethereu of the ex- 
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ercise at Wigton, Mr Andrew Symson minister of 
Kirkinner, Mr Walter M*Gill minister of Wigton, 
Mr Norman M'Kinney minister rf Whitheme, Mr 
James Cooper minister of Mochrum, Mr Alex'- Coo- 
pet minister of Sorbie, Mr James Leiper minister ct 
Kirkuan, Mr John Arbuickle minister of Monny- 
gaffe, Mr James Bayly minister of Glasserton, Mas- 
ter Alex'- Irwing minister of Parton and moderator 
to y® bretheren of y® exercise at Kirkcudburgh, Mr 
James Schaw minister of Anwith, Mr Rob^ Bows 
minister of Roddick, Mr Alex'* Mcrtymer minister 
of Kirkcudburgh, Mr James Adamson minister of 
Kelton, Mr James Murray minister of Barge, Mr 
Rob*- Burrell minister of Tungland, Master George 
Henry minister of Stoniekirk and moderatcn: to y® 
bretheren of the exerdse at Steniiauer, Mr James 
Hutcheson minister of Inch, Mr Thomas Irland min- 
ister of Kirkolme, Mr William Sommervell minister 
of Lochswalt, and the name of God was invocated 
by iJie Right Reverend the Bishop (^ Gallovroy &a 

None absent out qf y Prt^ of Wigton* 

Absent out qf^ Pr& of Stenrauer-^Mr James 
M'Gill minister of Kirkmaiden, Mr Jdm Coldwdl 
minister of Portpatrick and Mr Tho : Nasraith min' 
of Stenrauet. 

Absent out <f ^ PtP qf Kirikeudburgh-^Mt 
Jiones Kirk ininisteir of Balmaghie, Mr George L^th 
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minister of Twytiam, Mr Robert More roinister of 
Girton, Mr David M'Queme minister of Kirkma- 
breck, Mr John Row minister of Balmaclellan, Mr 
John Waugh minister of Corsemichael, Mr John 
Logan minister of Bootle, Mr Thomas Caudon min- 
ister of Corsefaime. 

Mr James M'Gill sent a letter of excuse signifying 
that he was sick. 

Mr James Kirk and Mr Robert Moir tent eacih 
of them a letter of excuse for their absence but they 
are 

Mr James Bayly is excusd for his absence from 
y^ last Synod* 

The Bishop and Synod appoints y« Prt^ book of 
Stenratier to be delivered to Mr James Leiper and 
Mr James Cooper who are hereby ordained to visit 
y« same and to report to y® Synod thereanent 

The Bishop and Synod appoints the FtV book of 
Wigton to be deiiverdl to Mr William Sommervale 
and Mr Robert Burrell who are hereby ordaind to 
visit y® same and to report to y® Synod thereanent* 

The excuse given in by y« Prty of Kirkcudburgh 
why their book was not given in is delayd. 
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The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Alexander 
Irwing, Mr Alexander Mortymer, Mr Robert Bowis, 
Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Alex- 
ander Coopey, Mr George Henry, Mr Thomas Irland 
and Mr James Hutchesone to meet in the Bishops 
chamber at five a clock at night upon the privie con- 
ference. 

Publick intimation was made at y® Kirk door that 
f there were any appeales^ references, bills, supplica- 
tions or petitions to y« Synod they should be brought 
to y« privie conference in the Bishops chamber at five 
a clock. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourns their next Syno- 
dicall meeting till to-morrow morning at eight of 
the clock. 

This Session was ended with prayer to God made 
by y® Right Reverend y« Bishop of Galloway &c. 

At y* Privie Conference, kora 5^- 

All the above nominate ministers were present 
except Mr Alexander Irwing who was very \inwelL 

At the Kirk of Wigton, Die Merc : Octob. 6, 1669. 
antemer. Sess. 2*- 

The said day Sederunt James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, 
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Mr Walter M'Gill, Mr Norman M'Kinney, Mr 
James Cooper, Mr Alex^ Cooper, Mr James Leiper» 
Mr John Arbuickle, Mr James Bayly, Mr Alex'^ 
Irwing, Mr James Schaw, Mr Rob*- Bowis, Mr Al^x? 
Mortymer, Mr James A damson, Mr George Henry, 
Mr Thomas Ireland, Mr James Hutcheson, Mr Wil- 
liam Sommervale, Mr John Coldwell, and the name 
of God was in\ ocated by the Right Reverend y^ Bisi- 
hop of Galloway. 

Absent this session that were present the last—t 
Mr Rob*- Burrell minister of Tungland, an4 My 
James Murray minister of Borge. 

The Bishop and Synod admits of the excuse given 
in by Mr John Coldwell for his absence from the last 
session. 

Octoh. 6, 166.9.— A^^^. 2«- 

The day forsaid the Bishop and Synod takeing to 
their serious consideration that whereas by an act of 
the date at Kirkmabreck the day of August last 
Mr Darid M*Querne minister of Kirkmabreck for 
certaine Scandals contained in a lybell pursued by 
severall of his Parishoners was suspended from the 
exercise of his ministry there, and was summond apucl 
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acta to y* next ensuing Synod (which conform to an 
act of the last Synod was appointed to be holden at 
Wigton the last Tuesday of October instant) to re* 
ceave a further censure, as his scandals should be 
found to demerit; and this present Synod for serious 
and weighty causes being now conveened sooner than 
the ordinary time and the Bishop and Synod finding 
that the said Mr David is absent as also that he 
hath not been formally cited to compeir to this pre* 
sent Synod, as also that the clerk of y« Prty of Kirk- 
cudburgh is absent So that the Synod neither hath 
nor can have at present a sight of the said lybell to- 
gether with his replyes thereto and depositions of 
witnesses thereanent Whereupon they the Bishop 
and Synod forsaid hath thought fit that their shall be 
a committee of y* Synod nominated and appointed to 
with y^ Prty of Kirkcudburgh for y® expeding of joyn 
that processe. Like as the Bishop and Synod hath 
ordaind and by this their present act do Ordaine Mr 
James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Walter 
M'Gill, Mr Norman M'Kinney, Mr Alex;^> Cooper, 
Mr George Henry, Mr Thomas Ireland, and Mr 
James Hutcheson together with the severall ministers 
of the Prty of Kirkcudburgh to meet at the Kirk of 
Monnygaffe upon the last Tuesday of this instant 
October (being the Ordinary day of the Sjmod) with 
full power to them to call before them Mr David 
M*Queme forsaid together with his accusers and sub-^ 
scribers of his Lybell^ and there to consider and exa- 



mine y* whole pfoceisse deduced against the said Mr 
David at the severall foregoing diets, and if any other 
thing shall be added by the Lybellers to give war- 
ran^ for citation of witnesses and as they shall see 
cauite to prorogate day after day at the forsaid place 
and as they shall find the Scandals proven to report 
to y^ Bishop th^t so just censure may be inflicted 
upon the said Mr David, and the Bishop and Synod 
do hereby appoint the Moderator of the Prt^ of Kirk- 
cudburgh to moderate on that diet or any other sab- 
sequent diets which they shall think fit to appoint 
and in his absence Mr James Colhoun minister of 
Penygham, and Moreover the Bishop and Synod do 
hereby ordain Mr James Schaw minister of An with 
to preach at the Kirk of Kirkmabreck on the Lords 
day immediately preceeding the said last Tuesday of 
October, and to make intimation to the parish and 
Congregation of Kirkmabreck of the time and place 
of the Committees meeting, and it is also recommen- 
ded to y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh to supply the said 
Kirk of Kirkmabreck per vices as their conveniency 
shall serve. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby appoint Mr 
James Colhoun, Mr Norman M' Kinney and Mr 
Alex'- Cooper to revise the processe of Mr Alex'- Ir- 
wing minister of Parton and to report to the SyAod 
at their next session. 
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The Bishop and Synod^a^journs their next Syno- 
dicall meeting till the aftemoone. 

This Session was ended with prayer to God made 
by the Right Reverend the Bishop of Galloway. 

At the Kirk of Wigton, Dei Merc: Octob.6, 1669. 
Sess. 3«- Pomerid. 

The said day Sederunt James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, 
Mr Walter M*GilI, Mr Norman M*Kinney, Mr James 
Cooper, Mr Alex'- Cooper, Mr James Leiper, Mr 
James Bayly, Mr John Arbuictle, Master Alexander 
Irwing, Mr James Schaw, Mr Robert Bowis, Mr 
Alex'- Mortymer, Mr James Adamson, Mr Rob* 
Burrell, Mr James Murray, Mr George Henry, Mr 
Thomas Irland, Mr James Huteheson, Mr John 
Coldwell, and Mr William Sommervale, and the 
name of God was invocated by the Right Reverend 
the Bishop of Galloway. 

The Bishop and Synod admits of the excuses 
given in by J^r Rob*- Burrell and Mr James Murray 
for their absence from the last Session. 

imtoing at m nd fsf je last Spfllr mrd |atmfe. 

The Bishop and]Synod|do hereby£renew a former 
act of y® last Synod anent Patrick Raine and recom- 
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mends it to y® Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh to bring that 
processe to a dose. 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh being interrogate what 
they had don in reference to William Ilerreise of 
Caigton, answered|that^as yet they had not don an 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew all for- 
mer acts made anent Papists and do seriously recom- 
mend it to the Presbytry of Kirkcudburghjto observe 
y* same. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby-^renew an|act of 
y®] last Synod ordaining the severall ministers tojgive 
in^to the]],Bishop in writing cone 

"gtpxt 0f Vii stlJtraU |resbfitries m\\\ tijeir WnMimLjm 

The Presbytry of Wigton reported that since the 1 
last Synod they had held Visitations at all the Parish '^' 
Kirks within their bounds except two. The Prty of 
Stenrauer gave in the same report. The Pit^of 
Kirkcudburgh reported that (their Kirks being many 
and fer distant) they have not gon through them 
all b^jHjiey are doing. 

Mr James Schaw hath not preached in y« Glenkens, 
neither hath y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh met at y® New- 
toun of Galloway as they were appointed the last 
Synod, because there are already ministers preaching 
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at Dairy and the Kells who pretend a warvunt kom 
the Counoell for so doing. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew any f(Hrmer 
acts made for celebrating the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper and do earnestly recommend it to y*^ severall 
ministers of this Diocesse to observe y® same. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew an act of 
y® last Synod anent a Collection for building of a 
Brig at Glenlusse and recommends it to y« severall 
Presbytries to take y® most expedient course for ye 
Collecting and ingathering of the same. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby seriously recom- 
mend James Muir a poor scholar to the several! Pres- 
bytries of this Diocesse for supply. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby renew an act of 
the last Synod anent Necromancers and charmers and 
particularly do seriously recommend it to the Presby- 
tries of Wigtown and Stenrauer to observe the same. 

The Bishop of Galloway reported that conform to 
y^ recommendation of the last Synod he had demitted 
Mr Rob*- Steel from j^ Kells. 

Reported by y^ Prty of Stenrauer that the act 
made y® last Synod anent the Kirk of Kirkmaiden 
was obeyed. 
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Reported this day to y® Synod that the Conven- 
ticle ministers had heen spoken to hut no satifaction 
given. 

The Bishop and Synod do hereby admit of Thomas 
Irland son to Mr Thomas Ireland minister of Kirk- 
olme to he their hursar and appoints the severall 
ministers of this Diocesse to bring fifteen shilling 
Scots ad minimum with them to the next Synod to 
be imployed for y® end above specified. 

Ctnsttw 0f se frig al ^tmxmtx. 

The Presbytry of Stenrauer were removed upon 
censure and being called in receaved the good testi- 
mony of their hrethereii. 

€mm 0f je lirfj kak jof ^tmxmt 

The Bishop and Synod considering y* report giveil 
in by y* Visitors appointed to visit the Prty book of 
Stenrauer Doe approve y® same beginning Kirkmaiden 
Maij 12, 1669, and ending Stenrauer Septemb. 29, 
1669. 

€mmt at ge |rig ttf Mijjtott* 

The Prty of Wigton were removed upon ciensure, 
and being called in receaved y* good testimony of 
their bretheren. 
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The Bishop and Synod admits of the excuse given 
in hy y« Prt^ of Wigton why their hook was not in 
readinesse and ordains y™ to bring it to y^.next 
Synod. 

^tusmt at ge frtg at ^irlitutorgt- 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh were removed upon 
censure and being called in receaved y® good testi- 
mony of their bretheren. 

gwnt lire ^rtg book af iirlit«l)t»rg^* 

The Bishop and Synod admits of the excuse ^ven 
in by y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh why their book was 
not in readinesse, and ordains y™to bring it to ye 
next Synod, 

The which day the PrtX of Kirkcudburgh being 
interrogat what they had done with that processe 
anent Mr Alex"^- Irwing minister of Parton, it was 
answered they had keeped severall diets anent the 
tryal thereof, and at length having heard the accusers 
what they could say, and considered the deposition 
pf all the witnesses led in that matter found nothing 
proven, Likeas y® day forsaid the said processe was 
revised by a Committee from y® Synod and that 
Committee reported there was nothing proven. Where- 
upon y^ Bishop and Synod ordaind y® Prty of Kirk- 
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cudburgh to send a brother to the parish church of 
Parton upon a Lords day and clear y® said Mr Alex' 
Irwing of the charges lybelled against him, referring 
the accusers to y« Prty for censure for their slandering 
of y® said Mr Alex'- and the Prty to give an account 
thereof to y« next Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Alex"^- Irwing 
minister of Parton to be moderator to the brethereti 
of y* exercise at Kirkcudburgh, Master James Col- 
houn minister of Penyghara to be moderator to y® 
bretheren of the exercise at VVigton, ^nd Master 
George Henry minister of Stoniekirk to be moder- 
ator to y« bretheren of the exercise at Stenrauer, and 
these to ontinue till y® next ensuing Synod* 

The Bishop and Synod appoints their next Syno* 
dicall meeting to be at Wigton upon the last W ed- 
nesday of April next, in the ensuing year of God one 
thousand six hundred threescore and ten. 

This last Session was ended with prayef to God 
made by the Right Reverend Father in God Jamed 
Lord Bishop of Galloway, &c. 
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vHE Register of the Synod of Gal- 
loway holden at the Kirke of Wig- 
TOUNE, on Wednesday j® 27th day of 
April, One thousand six hnndred threescore ten 
years. And in the twentie second year of y* Reigne 
of Our Soveraigne Lord Chahles y* 2d King of 
Great Britaine, FrancOi and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. 



At the Kirke ^ Wigton^ Die MercuriJ, 
Aprilis 27, 1670. 

The which day Sermon [Malach:2, 6-] being 
begun and ended by y^ Right Reverend Father 
in God James Lord Bishop of Galloway &c. 

Sederunt — Y*' members of y^ Synod of GaUoway 
then- present, viz. — James Lord Bishop of Galloway 
forsaid. Master James Colhoun minister of Penygham 



mi tb^AeMS&t'^ thehtahOth of y^ tixercitt at W!^« 
ton, Mr Andrew Synison minister of Ktrkitmiert Mt 
Norman M' Kinney minister of W hitherne* M r James 
Cm^ minister df Mochrotai, Mr James Leiper Ann- 
ister of Kirkn&m, Mr Johti Arbutckle tliittister of 
Monnygaffe, Mr James Bayly minister (ifGIasseMioii, 
Master Alex'- Irwing minister of Parton and modar* 
ator to y® bretheren of y* exercise at Kirkcudburgh* 
My James K|rk minister of Balmaghie, Mr JEvob^ 
Mol-e minister of Girton, Mr James Scbaw minister 
of Aiiwith, Mr Rot)*- Bowis minister of Rericlk„Mr 
John Waugh minister of Corsemichael, Mr Jaines 
Adamson minister pf Kelton, Mr John Row min« 
ister of Balmaclellan, Mr Thomas Caudeu minist^ 
of Corsefaime, Mr James Murray minister of I^orge, 
Mr John Loga;a minister of BootIe> Mr Thomas Ir* 
land minster of Kirkolnxe, Mr James M'6ill min- 
ister of Klrkn^iden, Mr John Caldwell minister dt 
I^ortpatricks Mr William Sommervel miniister of La« 
swalt, Mr Thomas Naismith minister of Stenraiier, 
and y® name of God was iuvocate by y* R^t Rev<% 
erend y^ Bishop of Gdloway && 

ABs&nt out 6lt tr iV/y of fl^igtoH^Mt Wklt* 
M'Gill minister of Wigtowne> Mr Alex^- Oooptt 
minister of Sorbie. 

Absent out qf y Prfi ^ Kirlmtdhmgh^^x 
Alex'- Mortymec minister of Kirkcudbright, Mr R^t 
Burrell wnister of Tunglaiid» Mr George Leith. 

20* 
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minister of Twynam, Mr David M*Queme minister 
of Kirkmabreck. 

Absent out of y^ Prtv <^ Stenrauer — Mr George 
Henry minister of Stoniekirk, and Mr James Hut- 
cheson minister of Inch. 

Mr James Hntcheson, Mr Walter M*GiIl, Mr 
Alex*"- Mortymer, Mr Rob*: Birrell and Mr George 
Leith sent letters of excuse for their absence which 
were read, but y® Bishop and Synod delayed to de- 
termine till y« next Session, 

The Bishop and Synod ordains such as were absent 
the last Synod and now present, viz. — Mr James M* 
Gill, Mr Thomas Naismith, Mr John Waugh, Mr 
James Kirke, Mr Rob*- Moir. Mr John Row, Mr 
John Logan and Mr Thomas Cauden to wait on at 
the Privie Conference to give in their excuses for 
their absence from y« last Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints y® Prty book of 
Wigton to be delivered to Mr James Schaw and 
Mr William Sommervale who are hereby aippointed 
to visit y® same and to report to y® Synod thereanent. 

The excuse given in by y® Trty of Kirkcudburgh 
why their book is not in readinesse is referrd to y® 
privie cgnfereiice. 
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The excuse given in by y« Prty of Stenrauer why 
their book is not in readinesse is referrd to y* Privi6 
conference to consider thereanent. 

John Gilhagie in y* parish of Whitherne suspect 
of a relapse in Adultery with Jennet M.*CuIlan being 
by y® Prty of Wigton, at Wigton y® day of 
referd to y« Synod and summond apud acta by them 
to this day was cald and compeird he is appointed to 
wait on at y« Privie conference. 

Patrick Vans in y® Parish of Sotbie being refei'd t6 
y® Synod by y® Prty of Wigton for his disorderly bap- 
tizing of his child and also for his contumacy to y^ 
Prty and being summond to y® Synod conforme to y« 
appointment of y® Prty at Wigton Martii 2, 1670 by 
Alex''- Napier as he solemnly declared before y® Syiiod, 
was cald upon but compeird hot» the conference is to 
consider thereanerit. 

Andrew FergiiSon in y® Parish of Rerick sUspedt 
of incest with Jenet Ferguson his brothers daughtei*, 
being referd by y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh to y® Synod 
and summed thereto by was calld but 

compeird not, the Privie (*onferenc6 is to consider 
thereanent. « 

James Martin in y® Paiishof Corseiiiichad 
of the sin of being referrd by y® PrtJ of 

Kirkcudburgh to y« Synod and summond thereto by 
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The Bishop and Synod appcnnts Mr Alex'* Irwing, 
Mif Roh^ Bowis, Mt James Kidc, Wt John; Row, 
}/lt Jamea Ci[dhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr Januis 
Coopm^ Mi Thomaa Ireland and Mr William Somr 
mervale to meefe ia y^ Bishops chamber at d of ^ 
dodc m j^ dbeoMMme upo» the Prime Confereiioe. 

Publick intimation was made at y* most patent 
4por of y^ Kir^ of Wigtpo, thajt if thei^ ^^r^ any 
vpget^ referwoes, bills, supplications or petplt^^ns tp 
y9 Syno4 tJ^ftt. t^.^ dipuld be bi^ught in to y* Friv^ 
opnlbr^ncQ: lA y« 9ii4iops chvnbior aA 5 of t|pi% plpQk, 

The Bishop a^d Synod adjojruns their nes^t Snyq? 
dfeal meeting till to*xnprrpw at ten of the dpok in y 
forenoon* 

Thi|f Sepsiou was ende4 with prayer to Go4 miade 
k^y^ Bighfc Reverend the Bishop pf GaUoway. 

jit the Privie Gbnf^renee^ hora 5^ 
4Jlr ^e above a^ippinted ministers were present 

At the Rirh qf Wigtan, Die Javis, AprUU S8, 
l&tQ.-^Seei. 9!^ 
The said daf SMeim^t James Lord Bisbop of 
@aBowag% Mr JMMa Celbe«i^ Mr Andrew 9fmoa^ 
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Mt Novman M^Kinoey, Mr James Coaper, Mr 
James Leip^, Mp Joltn ArlMiickle, Mr Jamf^ Bi^^^ 
Mr Alex'* Irwiag, Mp James Kirke^ Mr Keb^ Mm, 
Mr James Si^aiv^ Mr Rab^ Bowis^ Mr John Wnu^ 
Mr James Adamsoa, Mr Jobn Row, Mr Thomas 
Cauden, Mr James Murray, Mr John l^^^gM. Mr 
Thomas trekmd, Mr James M^GiW, Mr John eold- 
well, Mr William Sommervale and Mr Thomas 
Naismtth, and the name of God was inyoealed by y* 
Right Reverend the Bishop of Galloway. 

Th^ BhhQif and Synod dpih heirehy adjinit^f J* 
«?Kusi^3 ^iyeft i^ by Mr Jame$ M'GiU» Mr TboB*w 
NaiaiAithi, Mj^ Johp Waugh^ Mr Jam^ Kirk. Mr 
Jlob*- Moir,, Mr Jphni Row^ Mr John hc^^^ mi 
Mr Thom^. Coudei^ fox thQir ^hs^w^^ from, ^ Iwfc 
$^yno4 

The letters of exeuso feni by sev^all ministsrs ftr 

th^ir absence from this present Synod are. d^syd till 
yne^t Synod. 

TIfce ftp of Kii^dndburgh boing i^t|?r«Qga|e wIm^ 
they had done anent y® processe of Faitri^ I^WMS 
answered that they had been dealing with him anent 
that scandal of Adultery with Margarek M^ffie 
but he still denyed y^ same and was, williBg to p9^ 
himselfe by oath but now at y^ last r^j^sea y^ lam^ 
The Bishop and Synod do recomiiiend to y^ Krtt of 
Kkkoudbuigh Ibrsaid toeonfeirc wilh him aHf^ iS 
they^ shatl find oause^ to proeeedL 
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Mr Alex'- Irwing and Mr Robert Bowis (who 
were appointed at y® last Synod to speake to y* 
Lord Nithsdale anent William Herreise of Caigton) 
being interrogat what they had done thereanent gave 
in their excuse why they had not done it which the 
Bishop and Synod did admit of but withall renews 
y* former act and ordains them to observe y® same. 

The day forsaid y« Bishop did informe y® Synod 
that the Lords of his Majesties Privie Councel had 
ordaind that all excommunicated and profesd papists 
should be put down in a list, whereupon y® Bishop 
and Synod appointed a former act of Sy^od contain- 
ing y® ns^mes of y® excommunicate and profesd pa- 
pists within their bounds be extracted and given to 
y^ Bishop, to be transmitted to y® Councel, and if 
there be any others in this Diocesse not containd in 
that act they are to be also given in. 

The Bishop and Synod doth hereby renew all for- 
mer acts of Synod made anent Papists and doth ear- 
nestly recommend it to y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh to 
observe y® same. 

The Commissioners appointed y® last Synod to 
meet at MonnygaflFe anent Mr David M*Querne 
being interrogat what they had don in that processe 
replyed that they had keeped severall diets there- 
anent and examined seversdl witnesses but had not 
as yet brought it to a dose, which report the Bishop 
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and Synod considering as also that Mr David M* 
Querne himselfe is not present Doe renew the for- 
mer commission and by thir presents Doe appoint the 
severall commissionated ministers therein nominated 
except these of the PrU of Stenrauer (who by reason 
of their great distance are hereby excepted) to meet 
with the Prty of Kirkcudburgh at the Kirk of 
Kirkmabreck upon the £5th day of Maij next en- 
suing to y® effect and purpose contained in y® act 
of the last Synod made thereanent And y® Bishop 
and Synod appoints Mr David M*Querne to be sum- 
raond to that day and y** Clerk to have all y® papers 
relating to that processe in readinesse at the day 
and place forsaid. 

The said day John Gilhagie in y« parish of Whit-, 
hern being calld upon compeird and being chalenged 
for his relape in adultery with Jennet M'CuUan 
denyed the same whereupon y® minister of Whithern 
produced y^ deposition of severall persons before y® 
Session of Whithcme containing severall presump- 
tions in reference to y® said adultery which were read 
in Synod and y® said John was questioned thereanent 
but he always stood to stiff denyall whereupon ye 
Bishop and Synod ordaind him to confer with Mr 
Alex"^ Cooper Mr James Cooper and Mr James Baile 
betwixt and y® next Prty day at Wigton which is to 
be on the day of Maij next and if they get not 
satisfaction then y^ Prty of Wigton are hereby or- 
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idSmi Wpoh thbse presumptions that late already fataStt 
ctt to ^oteHMl against him in order to ext»(MnnMthiJii. 



James Mi^tin in y^ parish of Corsemichael sii^eel 
of y* nn of adultery with Jennet JVJarjorie in Kirk- 
l^trifik Duriiam and Andrew Ferguson in Rerfdi 
snqpect of incest with Jennet Ferguson his brothork 
daughter being both sumaiond to the Synod w^re 
ealld upoa both yesterday and this day but comptnrd 
not ; whereupon the Bishop and Synod referrd them 
back to y® Prt)" of Kirkcudburgh who, are hereb]^ oi«- 
daified to proceed against them as th^ey shaU ste 
cause. 

Patrick Vans in y« parish of Sorbie being sum- 
mOlid to y« Synod for the disorderly baptizing of his 
c£ild and his contumacy to y® Prt^ of Wigton* wad 
cald and yet neither compeird yesterday nor this day 
ThereJfbre the Bishop and Synod do hereby refbrr^^ 
him to the Prty cf Wigton conforme to act of the 
Synod made at Wigton April 29, 1668, intituled 
Act anent baptmng of children^ 

The Bishop and Synod considering th^ necessi«* 
toous condition of James Muir a poor scholar for tho 
present at y^ CoUedge of Edinbni^h, and that aU 
though hie hath by an act of y® last Synod retom- 
mended to y® severall Prt^* for supply yet he hath 
leceaved Hotting iutye from the Prt^ of Wigton 
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Therefore the Bishop and Synod doe h^^hy fteri- 
ously recommend him to y^ Frtx of Kirkcudhurgb 
and Stenrauer for supply and recommends it to y^ 
Prty of Kirkcudhurgb to have theirs in readinesse 
against the 25th day of May next and y^ Prty of 
Stenrauer theirs iwith y* first convenience and to send 
it to Mr Andrew Symson vtrho is hereby appointed to 
send it to y* said James Muir. 

The Bishop and Synod having read y® double of 
an Act of Parliament in favours of y® Burgh of Dun- 
dee for ^ voluntary contribution dated Ed^- Decem- 
ber 23, 1659 as also a letter from the Provest and 
Bailies of Dundee for that eflPect Doe hereby earnest- 
ly recommend it to y® severall Presbytries of this 
Diocesse to take y^ most expedient course for collec- 
ting y« same, ^nd they are appointed to send in the 
money collected by them to Mr Andrew Symson 
minister of Kirkinner who is to deliver it to y Pro- 
vest and Magistrates of Dundee or any having their 
power and warrant for receatving of y^ same. 

Forasmuch as nothing is yet done anent y« col- 
lection for y® Bridge of GlenUvsse Therefore the 
Bishop and Synod do hereby renew a former act of 
Synod bearing date Kirkcudburgh April SS^ 1669 
anent a collection for building the said bridge and 
recommends it to y« severall Presbytries tp. take y« 
most expedient course* for collecting and ingathering 
of the same. 

21* 
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The Bishop and Synod considering y® supplication 
of James Williamson in Caudermill making mention 
that he had built a stone bridge over the water of 
Cauder at his owne charges and expense and There- 
fore desird their charitie and assistance for the defray- 
ing of his expenses Doe hereby recommend him to 
y« severall Presbytries in this Diocesse for supply. 

The Bishop and Synod considering that it is very 
useful! and expedient that there be frequent visita- 
tions of the churches in their bounds Doe therefore 
recommend it to the severall Prt^^ to keep visitations 
at the respective Parish Kirks in their bounds as they 
shall see cause. 

The Bishop and Synod taking to their serious con* 
sideration y« sad and desolate condition of the Parish 
of Twynam by and through y® indisposition of Mr 
George Leith their minister, who is so weake and 
infirme that for a long time he hath been unable to 
officiate and discharge y® severall parts of his minis- 
terial function, and as on y® one hand they think it 
hard that the said Parish should be in a manner left 
destitute, so also upon the other hand they think it 
hard, that another minister should be put in and 
uplift the benefice and in y® meantime y® said Mr 
George laid by and put from his livelyhood since it 
is the Lord that [hath] been pleased to lay his hand 
so upon him, Whereupon the* Bishop and Synod did 
fall upon this overture that there might be some 
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honest young man found out who should be admitted 
as an helper to y« said Mr George (with the said Mr 
George his consent) should reeeave a part of the 
stipend, however they will not determine thereanent 
untill y® said Mr George be consulted with, and 
Therefore the Bishop and Synod Doe hereby appoint 
Mr Alexander Irwing moderator, Mr Rob*- Bowis, 
Mr John Row and Mr James Scbaw to goe to Mr 
George Leith and acquaint him with y^ sense and 
overture of y® Synod desireing his answer thereto and 
advice thereanent, and the saids ministers are hereby 
appointed to give an account of their diligence to y° 
Bishop against the 25th day of Alaij next ensuing. 

• The Presbytries of Wigton and Stenrauer having 
not as yet met together either at Glenlusse or Kirk- 
uan conforme to an act of Synod concluded at Kirk- 
cudburgh April 29, 1669# anent charmers and Necro- 
mancers but the Prty of VV igton having one Alex"^ 
Heron in within y® parish of Penygham 

under processe before y® date of the said act at Kirk- 
cudburgh, did upon the deposition of severall witnesses 
find him guilty and accordingly had sentenced him 
for his fault but as yet have not proceeded against 
him for his disobedience in refusing to obey y® said 
sentence, becajise they were informed by some of the 
bretheren of Stenrauer that he had also committed 
severall abuses in their bounds for which they desired 
that he might be summond before them, according 
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to which desire y* minister of Penygham had eited 
y* said Alex' to compeir before y^ Prt^ of Stenrauer, 
but they have done nothing thereanent beeause of 
his not compeiring before them. Therefore the 
Bishop and Synod do hereby ordaine the said Prtr 
of Stenrauer to proceed i^nst the said Alex'* Heroa. 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh were removed upon 
censure and being called in receaved y? good testi- 
mony of their bretheren. 

The Bishop and Synod being informed that the 
Prty of Kirkcudburgh had not censured the persons 
that had slandered Mr Alex'- Irwing minister of 
Parton by subscribeing false accusations against him, 
as it was recommended to y™ by an Act of the last 
Synod Therefore they Doe hereby againe recommend 
it to y* said Prty to see y« said Mr Alex'- his credit 
repaird as they themselves shall be answe];able« 

Tie Bishop and Synod admits of the excuse given 
in by y* Prtx of Kirkcudburgh why their book was 
Qot in readinesse, and ordains y™to have it ready 
against the next Synod. 

The Rty of Stenrauer were removed upon censure 
and being called in receaved the good testimony of 
their bretheren. 
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The Bishop and Synod heing informed that th^ 
Frty hook of Stenrauer is lost and that although 
diligent inquiry and search hath heen made after it 
yet it cannot he gotten which is likely to occaidoii 
great prejudice within y® bounds of y* Prt^ of Sten»- 
rauer forsaid in reference to their discipliue beqause 
severall processes not yet closd are contained therein 
and severall other things relating to y® affaires of the 
Prty- For remeid whereof as much as in them lies 
the Bishop and Synod Doe hereby recommend it to 
the Prty of Stenrauer to take all tryall for the iloding 
of it againe, and in case it cannot be found then th^ 
Bishop and Synod do hereby recommend it to y^ mo^ 
derator and some of the bretheren whom y« Prty shall 
appoint to revise their former minutes that forth o% 
them they may make up their booke add wherein 
their minutes are defective, they are to call £br the 
particular session bookes that so out of them togetbei? 
with their minutes they may make up their bools^ as 
materially as they can. 

The Prty of Wigton were removed upon e^qsuref. 
and being called in receaved the gopd testimoay of 
their bretheren. 

The Bishop and Synod being informed by ;^ min* 
ister of Eirkuan that he could not get a sessaon in 
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liis parish to concurr with him in the exercise of dis- 
cipline Doe Therefore recommend it to y« Prty of 
Wigton to appoint some of their number to meet 
with y« minister of Kirkuan at y® Kirk of Kirkuan 
as often as it shall he thought expedient, who are 
[to] supply the place of a session there. And the 
Bishop and Synod Doe recommend this as a general 
rule to he foUowd by the severall ViV^ of this Dio- 
cesse in case any of their number be destitute of a 
session to concur with them for y® punishing of vice 
arid exerceing of discipline as said is. 

The day forsaid the Prty of Wigton did represent 
to y^ Bishop and Synod the ruinous condition of the 
Fabrick of the Kirk of Kirkuan, the westerne Gaivle 
thereof being fallen to y® ground, and that notwith- 
standing of severall meetings and visitations holden 
at y* said Kitke of Kirkuan in order to v® renaration 
thereof, yet there was no eflPectual course taken there- 
anent. Wherefore y« Bishop and Synod did recom- 
mend it to y^ Prty of Wigton to make use of all 
legal course for the repairing of the same ; And to 
that effect the Prty of Wigton or some of their num- 
ber are to meet upon Tuesday come eight days being 
th6 10th of Maij at the said Kirke of Kirkuan, and 
pUblick intimation of their meeting is to be made the 
Lords day preceeding at the said Kirk, earnestly de- 
sireing y® heritors and all others having interest with- 
in y« parish to be present at the said Kirk y« day 
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forsaid to concurr with y® said memberg of y« Prt? 
and to fall upon some effectual oourse for y« speedy 
reparation of the said Kirke^ and to cast on a stent 
for that effect with certification if they do not meet 
and stent themselves, then of necessitie recourse must 
be had unto y® Lords of his Majesty's Session to in- 
terpose their authoritie for the effectuating of that 
business. 

€mmxt of gt frtj tok tst Migtmi* 

The Bishop and Synod considering y« report given 
in by y* visitors appointed to visit y® Prty book qf 
Wigton Doe approve y® said book beginning page 79, 
at Wigton November 18, 1668, and ending page 91, 
at Wigton September 22, 1669, and recommends to 
the clerk of the said Prty to be more expresse and 
distinct. • 
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VHE Register of y» Synod of Gallo- 
way halden at the Kirk of Wigton, oa 
Wednesday the ^6th day of April one 
thousand six hundred three score and eleven yeares. 
And in the twentie third year of y^ Reigne of 
Onr Sovemgne Lord Charles y*^ 24-, King of 
Great Britaiue, France, and Ireland, Defender of 
y* Faith, &c. 



At y* KirH of Wigton, Die Mercurij, 
ApHlis 26, 1671. 

The which day Sermon [Malach- % 6*] bang 
begun and ended by y* Right Reverend Father in 
God James Lord Bishop of Galloway &c. 

Sederunt — The members pf the Synod of Gallo- 
way then present, viz-— James Lord Bishop of Gal- 
loway forsaid. Master James Colhonn minister of 
Penygham and moderator to y* bretheren of the ex- 
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ercise at Wigton, IMr Andrew Symson minister of 
Kirkinner, Mr Walter M'Gill minister of Wigton, 
Mr Norman Ar Kinney minister of Whitherne, Mr 
J^mes Cooper ipinister of JNlochrum, Mr Alex^- Coo- 
per minister of Sorbie, Mr James Leiper minister of 
Kirkuau, Mr Jphn Arbqickle minister of Monny- 
gaffe. Master Alex"^- Irvving minister of Parton and 
moderator to y® bretheren of the exercise at Kirk- 
?udburgh, Mr James Schaw minister of Anwith, Mr 
JRob*- Bowis minister of Rerick, Mr John Waugh 
minister of Corsemichael, Mr Ja: Adamson minister 
of Kelton, Mr John Row minister of Balmaclellan, 
Mr Alex^ Mortyraer minister of Kirkcudburgh, Mr 
John Logan minister of Bootle, Mr Thomas Colden 
minister of Corsefairne, Mr Ja: Murray minister of 
Borg, Mr Rpb*- Burreli minister of Tungland, Mas* 
ter George Henry minister of Stoniekirk and moder- 
ator to y® bretheren of the exercise of Stenrauer, 
Mr Ja: Hutcheson minister of Inch, Mr James M* 
Gill minister of Kirkmoyden, Mr William Sommer- 
vale minister of Laswalt, Mr Tho : Naismith minister 
of Stenrai\er, and the na^me of Gpd was invocated by 
y® Right Reverend y® Bishop of Galloway &c 

Absent out of the Prty of fVi^ton — Mr Jam^9 
Bayly minister of Glasserton, but hp sent a letter 
signifying that he was sick. The Bishop and Synod 
hereby admit of the said excuse and excuses him for 
his absence. 
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Absent out of the Prt^ of Kirhcu(lhurs[Ji — Mr 
James Kirk minister of Balmagbie and Mr Rob' 
Moir minister of Girton, but no letter from them. 

Absent out of the PrP of Stenrauer — Mr Tho: 
Irland minister of Kirkolme and Mr John Cold well 
minister of Portpatrick, either of which sent a letter 
of excuse signifying their unwellnesse and indisposi- 
tion of body. 'J he Bishop and Synod admits of 
their excuses, and do by thir presents excuse them 
for their absence from this present Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod do by thir presents admit 
of the excuse given in by Mr Alex^- Cooper minister 
of Sorbie for his absence from the last Synod being 
then very sick. 

Mr George Henry, Mr Walter M'Gill, Mr Ja: 
Hutcheson, Mr Alex^- Mortymer and Mr Hob*- Bur* 
rell gave iu their excuses for their absence from y® 
last Synod, the Bishop and Synod referrs y™ to be 
considered on at the priyie conference. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints y® Prty book of 
Wigton to be delivered to Mr John Waugh and 
Mr Tho: Naismith who are hereby appointed to visit 
the samen and to make report to y« Bishop and Sy- 
nod thereanent. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints the Prty book of 
Kirkcudburgh to be delivered to Mr James Cpoper 
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and Mr James Lciper who aie hereby appointed to 
visit the samen and to make report to y« Bishop and 
Synod thereanent. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints the Prty book of 
Stenrauer to be delivered to Mr James Schaw and 
Mr John Arbuiekle who are hereby appointed to 
visit the samen and to make report to the Bisl\op 
and Synod thereanent. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints Mr Alex'- Irwing, 
Mr Rob*- Bowis, Mr Alex^- Mortymer, Mr John 
Row, Mr James Colhoun. Mr Andrew Symson, Mr 
Alex'- Cooper, Mr Walter M*Gill, Mr George Henry 
and Mr James Hutcheson to meet in the Bishops 
chamber at five of the clock in the afternoon upon 
the Privie Conference. 

Archbald Stewart late bayly of Whithern dwelling 
for y® present at the Causeyend within the parish of 
Penygham being guilty of Adultery with 
Stewart and yet refusing to satisfy for the same con- 
forme to y® injunctions from y« PrtJ of Wigton as 
also suspect of adultery with M*Kie, and upon 

grosse presumptions suspect of a third Adultery with 
Anable Bea, being by the Prty of Wigton on the 
day of this instant April referrd to y® Synoil and 
summond to this day by John M*Kie officer specialy 
constitute by y® Prt^ of Wigton as the said John 
this day solemnly in presence of the Bishop and Sy- 



Dod declared, was calld upon at the most patent doot 
of the Kirk of Wigton, but compeird not, the confer- 
ence is to consider thereanent. 

Alexander M^Clellan in Ingliston vdthin y« parish 
of Sorbie suspect of Adultery with Jennet M^Dowgall 
being by the Prt^ of Wigton at Wigton upon the 
day of this instant April referd to y® Synod and being 
summond thereto were calld, and both compeird the 
said Jennet did confidently affirm that the said Alex' 
had committed the sin of Adultery with her, but the 
said Alexander denyed the samen and being dealt 
with by the Bishop to make an ingenuous and free 
confession did most stiffly deny that he was guilty of 
y* said sin with the said Jennet, Whereupon the 
Bishop and Synod did ordain him to wait on the 
privie conference at 5 a clock in y® Bishops chamber. 

Publick intimation was made at the most patent 
door of the Kirk of Wigton that if there were any 
appeals, references, bills, supplications or petitions to 
the Synod they should be brought into y« Privie 
Conference in the Bishops chamber at five a clock in 
the afternoon. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourns their next Snyo- 
dical meeting till to*morrow at eight of the clock in 
the forenoon. 

This Session was ended with prayer to God made 
by y Right Reverend the Bishop of Galloway. 
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At the Privie Conference^ hora 5*^ 
All the above appointed ministers were preseiit. 

At the Kirk of Wigton^ Die Jovis, Aprilis 27* 
1671.—- fe**. 2-- 
The &aid day Sederunt James Lord Bishop of 
Galloway, Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symsoli, 
Mr Walter M^Gill, Mr Norman M^Kinney, Mr 
James Cooper, Mr Alex""- Coopei*, Mr James Leiper, 
Mr John Arbuickle, Mr Alex'*- Irwing, Mr James 
Schav^r, Mr Rob*- Bowis, Mr John Waugh, Mr 
Janaes Adamson, Mr Alex'- Mottymer, Mr John 
Row, Mr John Logan, Mr Tho: Colden, Mr James 
Murray, Mr Rob*- Burrell, Mr George Henry, Mr 
Jamts Hutcheson, Mr James M'Gill, Mr William 
Sommervale, Mr Thomas Naismith, and the name 
of God was invocated by the Right Reverend the 
Bishop of Galloway. 

The Bishop Attd Synod by thir presents do admit 
of the excuses given in by Mr George Henry, Mr 
Waltei* M'Gill, Mr James Hutcheson, Mr Alc3(» 
Mortymer and Mr Rob*- Birrell. for their absence 
from the last Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod considering that Mr James 
Kirk and Mr Rob*- Moir have absented themselves 
from this Synod and have sent no letters of excuse 
for their absence Doe hereby appoint the moderator 
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of the Prty of Kirkcudburgh to cause cite y"* to com- 
peir before the Bishop and Synod at their next Synod 
to answer for the samen* 

llnent |atrifk ^mt 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh being interrogat what 
they had done anent Patrick Haine in reference to 
hisscandalof Adultery with Marg*- M'Cuffie, reply ed 
that as yet they had not brought it to a close, but 
had been dealing with him to bring him to a confes- 
sion, but he still denys the samen, and upon severall 
presumptions they had proceeded against him in 
order to excommunication but had not as yet fully 
ended the same, they are hereby ordaind to proceed 
farther against him as they shall think expedient. 

%ti fax mfmim toitl] i^t ^^ists. 

The Bishop and Synod taking to their considera- 
tion the great growth and increase of Papists within 
the bounds of the Prty of Kirkcudburgh Doe hereby 
renew all former acts of Synod made against them 
and doe hereby most earnestly recommend it to the 
moderator and remanent bretheren of the said Prt' 
to conferr with them and to proceed against them in 
order to excommunication in case that the said papists 
refuse conference or after conference refuse to give 
satisfaction to them. And the Bishop and Synod do 
beteby ordain« Mr Alex^- Irwing, Mr James Adam- 
son and Mr John Logan (in whose parishes most of 
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the saids papists reside) to take each of them one of 
the ministers of the said Prty to joyne with them in 
their conference with such papists as are in their re- 
spective parishes. And the moderator and Prt^ of 
Kirkcudburgh forsaid are hereby ordained to give an 
aii account of their diligence to the next ensuing 
Synod. 

Reported by the Commissionars appointed the last 
Synod to meet at Kirkmabreck anent Mr David M* 
Queme, that the Bishop and severall other ministers 
which were nominated for that eflFect, met at Kirk- 
mabreck upon the tw;en tie-fifth of May last, and had 
brought the processe to a close by the said Mr David 
M •Querne his removal as is to be seen at large in the 
Registers of the Prt^ of Kirkcudburgh. 

lleprt mwt |olrii 6ilfeagif. 

Reported by the Prty of Wigton that they had 
proceeded with John Gilhagie in Whitherne con- 
form to the instructions of the last Synod, and that 
at length he was brought to a confession of his Adul- 
tery with Jennet M*Cullan, And that they had en- 
joy ud him to make satisfaction according to the usual 
custom an4 practise of this country. 

ie^ffrt mnt lanus fatten anlJ ^ntoto |trps0n. 

Reported by the Prty of Kirkcudburgh that James 
Jffartjen in ^he Parish of Ccrsenaichael had not as yet 
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confesd the sin of Adultery witt Jennet M*Come, as 
also that Andrew Ferguson in the parish of Rerick 
had not as yet confesd the sin of incest with Jennet 
Ferguson his brother daughter, The Bishop and Sy- 
nod Doe hereby ordain the Prty of Kirkcydburgh tO 
deal with them to bring them to a confession* and if 
they see cause, to proceed against th^m iu order to 
e:;^commi:^nication 



The Prty of Wigtown having not as yet censured 
Patrick Vans in the Parish of Sorbie for the disor- 
derly baptizing of his child are hereby ordained to 
proceed against him conform to the act of Synod of 
the date at Wigton April 29, 1668, lutituled 4ct 
anent bapt^in^ of Children* 

%d m Mam at |mts ftttiL 

The Bishop and Synod considering that the Prty* 
of Stenrauer and Kirkcudburgh have not ts yet sent 
in their supply for the releife of James Muir a poor 
scholar at the Colledge of Ed''- Doe therefore renew 
their former act of the last Syno^ made in the said 
James Muir his favours and ordains the said Presby- 
tries of Stenrauer and Kirkcudburgh to send in their 
proportians with the first conveniency. 

Jljtt rmtoing a faxmt art in Mam at pnkt 

Forasmuch as nothing is yet done anent the Col- 
lection for the toune of Dundee, Therefore The Bis- 
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hop and Synod doe hereby renew their former act of 
the last Synod anent a Collection for the supply of 
the said toune of Dundee, and Doe recommend it 
to the severall Prty» to take the most expedient course 
for collecting of the samen. 

%ct rmtoittg fffrraer arts mtrd t\t frriigt of (§MmL 

The Bishop and Synod considering that nothing 
is yet done anent the Collection for the Bridge of 
Glenlusse, Doe therefore renew their former acts 
made thereanent and recommends it to the respective 
Prty^of this Diocesse for supply. 

^tt mittoing s faxmx act in fabDurs af lames 
MiUiams0n. 

Forasmuch as James Williamson in Cauder-miln 
hath as yet received no supply from this Diocesse for 
hiis building a bridge over the water Cauder at his 
own charges Therefore the Bishop and Synod Doe 
hereby renew an act of the last Synod made in his 
favours recommending him to the severall Prty* of 
this Diocesse for supply. 

$tt mnt ^isitatifftts. 

The Bishop and Synod considering that in obedi- 
ence to severall acts of Synod the respective Prty»of 
this Diocesse have been keeping Visitations at the 
respective Churches and parishes within their bounds, 
And also considering that frequent visitations are 

2S* 
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very useful! Doe tl^erefore hereby recommend if; tp 
the several! Prty? to visit such of their churches witl^- 
in their bounds ^s they shal! think most needful! ^q^ 
i^xpedient tp be visit^. 

The Bishop and Synod considering how needful! 
and expedient it is that t^e Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper be administered in the several! congregations 
of this Diocegse, Doe hereby earnestly recommend 
it to the several! ministers in their bounds to adminr 
ister the samen with the first convehiency, and do 
hereby also recommend it to the respective ministers 
of this Diocesse to be diligent in examining of their 
people and fitting and preparing them for the due 
r^ceaving of y*- samen. 

Reported by the Prty of Kirkcudburgh that far 
supplying the desolat condition of the parish of Twy- 
nam through the late indisposition of Mr George 
Leith minister thereat they had held a visitation at 
the said Kirk but nothing material was concluded ; 
and that now the said Mr George Leith being dead 
since their visitation they had declared the said Kirk 
vacant. The Synod doe therefore hereby recom- 
mend it to the Bishop to speak to y^ Patron anent 
the planting thereof and presenting a minister thereto. 

The Bishop and Syuod considering that Alex'* 
Heron in Barskeoch within, the parish of Penygh^m. 
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hath ildt as yet compfeird before the Prt^ of Steii- 
raiier to answer fot- hii^ sin of fcharitiing in their 
bounds through steverall times suniinond thereto D\i 
therefore hereby ordairi Mr James ColhoUn ihinii^tef 
of Penyghani to summon the Said Alex^- .Heron jt)rd 
ultimo to compeir before the said Prty of Stenrauer 
to be holden at the Kirk of Glenhisse upon Wednes- 
day the 17 day of May next to answer for his sin of 
chahniug itt their bounds, and if he fcompeir not 
theii the said Mr Jdihes Colhoun is hereby ordaind 
to proceed against him in order to excommuriication 
And moreover the Bishop aind Synod Doe hereby 
ordain Mr James Colhoun, Mr Andrew Symson, Mr 
James Cooper and Mr James Leiper to meet at the 
Kirk of Glenlusse upon the said 17 th day of Maij 
with the said Prt^ of Stenrauer to concur with them 
in the censuring of the said Alex"^- Heron as his 
crimes shall be found to demerit. 

f rt fax imMxvq iln suliSOTtrers af n InlJcU n^mt 

The Bishop and Synod considering that the Prty 
of Kirkcudburgh have not (as it was recommended 
to them by the last Synod) censured those persons 
that had slandered Mr Alex^- Irwing minister of 
Parton by subscribing false accusations against him 
and also considering that it is just and equitable 
that the said Alex^- should be repaird in his credit 
Doe hereby ordain y® Prty of Kirkcudburgh to cause 
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summon the saids persons to compeir before the Bish- 
op and Synod at the next ensuing Synod to be hol- 
den at Wigton upon the last Wednesday of October 
next, to hear and see themselves censured for their 
scandalizing of the said Mr Alex^- as ^aid is. 

^ntttt i\t |rtj toll of Sttnrawr. 

The Prty book of Stenrauer was this day produced 
but not fully filled up because of their Clerks unwell- 
nesses. And therefore the Bishop and Synod do here- 
by ordain the said Prty of Stenrauer to have it fiUd 
up and brought in peremptorily to the next Synod. 

Reported by the Prty of Wigton that in obedi- 
ence to an act of y« last Synod they had sent some 
of their number to Rirkuan to concur with the min- 
ister there in keeping a Session, and that they had 
engaged some of the old Sessioners to meet with the 
minister upon his Session, as also that the minister 
and these that had engaged to concur with him had 
condescended upon a list of severall others in th^t 
parish who were ordaind to be conferrd with there- 
anent, and it is expected that divers of them will 
concur with the minister and the rest for exereing of 
discipline in the said parish. 

Reported to the Bishop and Synod that conform 
to an act of the last Synod some of the Prty pf Wigt 
ton had keept a meeting at the Kirk of Kiipkuan 
anent the reparation of the fabrick of the said Kirkj^ 
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and that sorae of the Gentlemen and heritors of the 
said parish compeird and made fair promises but no- 
thing material is performed, The Bishop and Sjmod 
taking the matter to serious consideration Doe yet 
recommend it to y* said Prty of Wigton to hold a 
visitation at the said Kirk of Kirkaan for repairing 
of the samen, and to take a legal course for compel- 
ling of the persons concernd to repair and build up 
the said Kirk and make it commodious for the celer 
1;)rating of y® publick worship of God therein. 

The Bishop and members of the conference having; 
dealt with Alex"*- Mdellan in Inglston within the 
parish of Sorbie anent the sin of adultery with Jennet 
M*Dougall as the said Jennet did stiffly alledge in 
presence of the Synod yesterday and yet he continued 
constantly in denyal of the samen as he had also don 
yesterday in presence of the Synod The Bishop and 
Synod doe therefore by thir presents referre the said 
Alex^- M*Clellan back again to y* Prtx of Wigton 
who are to deal with him thereanent and as they 
shall see cause to proceed. 

|itt apinst ^nrnxs ani Alarming, 

The Bishop and Sypod taking to their serious con- 
s^dera^on the great growth of charmers and charming 
(as i,t was this day represented to them) Doe by thir 
presents renew a former act of Synod passd at Kirk- 
cudburgh Apil 26, 1669 recommending to y* seyer- 
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ill itiinistefs of this Diocesse to use all iheaiies tor 
the extirpating of such crimes and in particular pub- 
lickly in their congregations to testify against such 
diitnes and to warn theii people not to make Use of 
any chartnes or charmers as they would incurre the 
ilrfath and displeasure of Almighty God. Arid it is 
hereby earnestly recommended to the respective Pfes- 
bytries of this Diocesse and the particular ministers 
tberein that they make diligent search after such per- 
sons within their bounds as are guilty of the forsaids 
crimes, citing such to compeir before them, and being 
found guilty to censure them as it shall be found ex- 
pedient, that so, as much as in them lies these dregs of 
Atheism and infidelitie may be cast out, these pillars 
of the iingdome of darknesse may be pulled down 
and the ivnrath and vengeance of the jealous God due 
for such crimes may be averted and prevented. 

%d f0r % hilttx aktxMm ©f i\t f 0rh fas* 

The Bishop and Synod taking to their serious con- 
sideration the great profanation of the Lords day (as 
it was this day represented to them) by people asum- 
ing to themselves a liberty needlesly to travel yea to 
begin their journeys of the Lord's days, as also going 
to and comeirig from wells upon that day tending to 
the great dishonour of Almighty God, the shame and 
reproach of our religion, the oflfence and scandal of 
Go^'s people Doe by thir presents earnestly recom- 
mend it to the respective Prt^* of this Diocesse and 
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the particular ministers therein that they pubjickly 
testify against the samen and warn their people tp 
abstain therefrom with certification that such as shall 
• be found guilty phall be censured for the ss^men. 
And the respective Prty^ apd ministers of this Dior 
cesse are hereby enjoynd to cite such as sliall be 
guilty to copipeir before them and being foun4 guilty 
to enjoyne them publick satisfaction as their faultj 
shall desefve And iporeover y® Bishop ancl Synoci 
doe hereby ordain she severall ministers of this JDtq- 
cesse to make publick intimation hereanent in their 
r^spe<^tive Congregations th^t none pretend ignorjince. 

The Bishop and Synod considering the report 
given in by the Visitors appointed to visit; the PrtJ 
book of VVigton Doe approve y« said book beginning 
page 9l» at Wigton Octoh, 20, 1669^ and ending 
page 100, at Wigton Octob. 5, 1670. 

The Bishop and Synod adjourns their next Syooe; 
dical meeting till two of the clock in the afternoon. 

This diet was ended with prayer to God made by 
the Right Reverend James Lord Bishop of Galloway. 

At the Kirk of Wigton^ Dei Jovi^ 
Aprilis 27, l^lX.—rSe^. ^^ 

The said day Sederunt J^me^ L^d Bysh^f of 
Galloway, ^\x James Cplhoun, J^lr ^tt#r^ ^}g;p(|Q;a^, 
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Mr Walter M*Gill, Mr Norman M* Kinney, Mr 
Alex'- Cooper, Mr James Leiper, Mr John Arbuickle, 
Mr Alex'- Irwing, Mr James Schaw, Mr Rob*- Bowis, 
Mr John Waugh, Mr James Aclamson, Mr Alex,^ 
Mortymer, Mr John Row, Mr John Logan, Mr 
Thomas CoWen, Mr James Murray, Mr Rob*- Bir- 
rell, Mr George Henry, Mr Ja nes Hutcheson, Mr 
James M*Gill, Mr William Sommervale, Mr Thomas 
Nasmith and the name of God was invocated by the 
Right Reverend the Bishop of Galloway. 

Mr James Cooper absent from this session but ob- 
taind leave from the Bishop and is excusd. 

The Prty of Stenrauer were removed upon censure 
and being calld in receaved the good testimony of 
their bretheren, and it is recommended to them to 
have their book in readinesse at the next Synod. 

€mm of % |rt2 of Mi^tan. 

The Prty of Wigton were removed upon censure 
and being calld in receaved the good testimony of 
their bretheren. 

torn of tfet |rtg of f iritralrljttrgfe. 

The Prty of Kirkcudburgh were removed upon 
eensore and bang calld in receaved the good testi- 
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mony of their bretheren. And it is earnestly recom- 
mended to them to take pains against the Papists 
observing the acts of the Synod anent theni. 

The Bishop and. Synod considering that Mr John 
Log^ minister of Bootle hath been absent from hi3 
Church many Lords days together and that his place 
requires his continued attendance being much affected 
with popery Did think fit that he should be rebuked 
for the samen, Likeas the said Mi John was Synodi- 
cally rebuked for his absence and admonishd to wait 
on his charge more diligently for the future, with 
certification if in time comeing he fall in the like 
again he shall be suspended for the first feult. 

$miit EilargTOt ([ItM 

The Bishop and Synod having heard the desire of 
Mr James Schaw minister of An with for advice, 
anent Margaret Cleeve in Killern, an aged person 
excommuicat many years since for incest who is ear- 
nestly desirous of relaxation before she die. It was 
advised by the Bishop and Synod that she should 
testify her publick repentance before the Congregation 
in sackcloth, and upon her publick confession an4 
repentance she should be relaxed ^nd absolved 
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itmxt al l|t |it2 kak of lwk«&|itrgi[. 

The Bishop and Synod consideiing the report |^t«n 
in i3y the visitors appointed to visit the Prty book of 
Kirkcudburgh Doe hereby approve of* the samen, be- 
ginning page 79, at Kelton November 16, 1^69, ^nd 
ending page lOt, at Kirkcudburgh April Jl, 1671^ 
and recommends to the Prty of Kirkcudburj^H to 
give obedience to an act of Synod passd at Wigton 
Norvembei^ 1, 1665, Intituled Act dnent a Common^ 
head. And whereas they have omitted to mark: tteir 
privie Censures in their book therefore in time come- 
ing tbey are ordaind to mark the samen at tSieiir 
Presbyteriall meeting immediately preeeeding the 
Synod. 

The Bishc?p and Synod appoints Mr Alex'- Irwing 
minister of Parton to be moderator to the brethren 
of the exercise at Kirkcudburgh, Mr James Cdheun 
minister of Penygham to be moderator to tiie ]^^ 
theren of the exercise at Wigton, and Mr iw»m 
Hutcheson minister of Inch to be moderator %o%i^ 
bretheren of the exercise at Stenrauer a^d tb«i^ k^ 
continue till the next ensuing Synod. 

The Bishop and Synod appoints their next ensuing 
Synodicall meeting to beat the Kirk of Wigton upon 
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the last Wednesday of October next to come, in this 
instant year of God One thousand six hundred three 
score and eleven. 

This last Session was ended with prayer to God 
made by iJie Right Reveiend Father, James Lord 
Bishop of Galloway &c. 
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At the time over which the Register of the Synod 
of Galloway extends there still existed in Scotland 
a helief in witchcraft, chalmery and preternatural 
agencies. This belief was not confined to the un- 
educated, for the clergy and best informed of the laity 
held it in common with the lower orders of the 
people. That the suppression of chalmery still oc- 
cupied the attention, and exercised the vigilance of 
the Synod of Galloway may be seen by reference to 
pages 134| 148 and 181 of the Register. 

As a specimen of the labours and duties additional 
to the administrations of their ordinary functions 
which this belief devoled upon the clergy and elder- 
ship of those days, the Editor has been induced to 
append the following reprint of a narrative of the 
celebrated Devil of Glenluce. The narrative as 
originally printed may be found in a collection of the 
works of George Sinclair Professor of Natural Philo- 
sophy, Glasgow — but as this work is now scarce, it has 
occurred to the Editor that a reprint of a narrative 



192 APPENDli. 



which is still a subject of tradition in Galloway, may 
not be unacceptable to the reader, as illustrating the 
superstious belief of the time to which it refers. 

This is that famous and notable story of the devil of 
Glenluce, which I published in my Hydrostatics, anno 
1672, and which since have been transcribed word for word, 
by a learned pen, and published in a late book intitled, 
Saducismus Triumphatus, whom nothing but the truth 
thereof, and usefulness for refuting Atheism, could hare 
persuaded me to transcribe. The subject-matter, then, of 
this story^ is a true and short account of the troubles where- 
with the family of one Gilbert Campbell, by profession a 
weaver, in the old parish of Glenluce in Galloway, was ex- 
ercised. I have adventured to publish it de novo^ in this 
book, first, because it was huddled up among purposes of 
another nature ; but now I have reduced it to its own pro- 
per place. Next, because this story is more full, being en- 
larged with new additions, which were not in the former, 
and ends not so abruptly as the other did. — It happened, 
says my informer, Gilbert Campbell's son, who was then a 
student of philosophy in the college of Glasgow, that after 
one Alexander Agnevv, a bold and sturdy beggar, who 
afterwards was hanged at Dumfries for blasphemy, had 
threatened hurt to the family, because he had not gotten 
such an alms as he required. The said Gilbert Campbell 
was often hindered in the exercise of his calling, and yet 
could not know by what means that was dorte This 
Agnew, amongst many blasphemous expressions, had this 
one when he was interrogate by the judges^ Whether or not 
he thought there was a God ? He answered *^ He knew no 
God but salt, meal, and water.*' When the stirs began, 
there was a whistling heard both within and without the 
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house. And Janet Campbell going one day to the well, to 
bring home some water, was convoyed with a shrill whistl- 
ing about her ears, which made her say, ** I wduld fain hear 
thee speak as well as whistle/' Hereupon he said, after a 
threatening manner, " I'll cast thee, Janet, into the well.' 
The voice was most exactly like the damsel's voice, and did 
resemble it to the life. The gentlewoman that heard this, 
and was a witness, thought the voice was very near to her 
own ears, and said, " The whistling was such as children 

used to make with their small slender glass whistles." 

About the middle of November, the foul fiend came on with 
new and extraordinary assaults, by throwing of stonss in at 
the doors and windows, and down the chimney-head, which 
were of great quantity^ and thrown with forces yet by 
God's providence, there was not one person in the family 
that was hurt. This did necessitate Gilbert Campbell to 
reveal that to the minister of the parish^ and to other neigh- 
bours and friends, which hitherto he had suffered secretly. 
Notwithstanding of this his trouble was enlarged? for not 
long after^ he found oftentimes his warp and threads cut, 
as with a pair of soissars ; and not only so, but their apparel 
were cut after the same manner, even while they were 
wearing them, their coats, bonnets, hose, shoes, but could 
not discern how, or by what means. Only it pleased God 
to preserve their persons, that the least harm was not done. 
Yet in the night-time, they had not liberty to sleep, some- 
thing coming and pulling their bed-clothes, and linens off 
•them, and leaving their bodies naked. Next, their chests 
and trunks were opened, and aU things in them strawed 
here and there. Likewise the parts of their working in- 
struments which had escaped, were carried away, and hid 
in holes and bores of the house, where hardly any could be 
found again. Nay, whatever peice of cloth or household 
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stuff was in any part of the house, it was carried away ; 
and 80 cut and abused, that the good tnan was necessitate, 
in all haste and speed, to remove, and transport the rest to 
a neighbour's house, and he himself compelled to quit the 
exercise of his calling, whereby he only maintained his 
family. Yet he resolved to remain in his house for a sea- 
son ; during which time, some persons about, not very 
judicious, counselled him to send his children out of the 
family, here and there, to try whom the trouble did most 
follow, assuring him that his trouble was not against the 
whole family, but against some person or other in it, whom 
he too willingly obeyed. Yet, for the space of four or five 
days, there were no remarkable assaults as before. The 
minister hearing thereof, shewed him the evil of such a 
course ; and assured him, that if he repented not, and called 
back his children, he might not expect that his double 
would end in a right way. The children that were nigh 
by, being brought home, no trouble followed, till one of his 
sons called Thomas, that was farest off, came home. Then 
did the devil beg^n afresh ; for upon the Lord's day follow- 
ing, in the afternoon, the house was set on fire, but by the 
help of some neighbours going home from sermon, the fire 
was put out, and the house saved, not much loss being 

done. Monday after being spent in private prayer and 

fasting, the house was again set on fire upon the Tuesday, 
about nine o'clock in the morning; yet, by the' speedy 
help of the neighbours, it was saved, little skaith being 
done. — The weaver being thus vexed and wearied both 
day and night, went to the minister of the parish, an honest 
and godly man, desiring him to let his son Thomas abide 
with him for a time, who condescended, but withal assuring 
him, that he would find himselt deceived ; and so it came to 
pass, for notwithstanding that the lad was without the 
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finnily, yet were they that remained in it sore troubled, 
both in the day-time and night-season, so that they were 
forced to wake till midnight, and sometimes all the night 
oyer, during which time the persons within the family suf- 
fered many losses, as the cutting off their clothes, throwing 
of peats, the pulling down of turf and feal from the roof 
and walls of the hose, stealing of their clothes, and the 
pricking of their flesh and skin with pins.— ^Some ministers 
about having convened ^t tlie place for a solemn humili-* 
ation, persuaded Gilbert Campbell to call back his son 
Thomas, notwithstanding of whatever hazard might follow : 
The boy returning home, affirmed, that he heard a voice 
speak to him, forbidding him to enter within the house, or 
in any other place where his father's calling was exercised; 
yet he entered, but was sore abused, till he was forced to 
return to the minister's house again. Upon Monday the 
12th of February, the rest of the family began to hear a 
voice speak tb them, but could not well know from whence 
it came ; yet from evening till midnight, too much vain 
discourse was kept up with Satan : and many idle and im<- 
pertinent questions proposed, without that due fear of God 
that should have been upon their spirits under so rare and 
extraordinary a trial ; they came at length in familiar dis- 
course with the foul thief, that they were no more afraid to 
keep up the clash with him, than to speak to one another. 
In this they pleased him wellj for he desired no better than 
to have sacrifices offered to him. The minister hearing of 
this, went to the house upon the Tuesday, being accom* 
panied with some gentlemen, one James Bailie of Carphin, 
Alexander Bailie of Dunragged,^ Mr. Robert Hay, and a 
gentlewoman called Mrs. Douglas, whom the minister's 
wife did accompany. At their first coming in, the- devil 
says ^' Qnam Literarum is good Latin ;" these are the first 
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words of the Latin Rudiments, which scholars are taught 
when they go to the grammar-school; he cries again, "a 
dog.'' The minister thinking he had spoken it to him, said, 
he took it not ill to be reviled by Satan, since his master 
had trodden that path before him. Answered ISatan, ^' It 
was not you. Sir, I spoke to, I meant the dog there ;" for 
there was a dog standing behind backs. This passing, 
they all went to prayer; which being ended, they heard a 
voice speaking out of the ground from under the bed, in 
the proper country dialect, which he did counterfeit exactly, 
saying, " Would you know the witches of Glenluce ? I 
will tell you them ;'' and so related four or five persons' 
names that went under a bad report ; the weaver informed 
the company, that one of them was dead long ago. The 
devil answered and said, ^' It is true she is dead long ago, 
but her spirit is living with us in the world." The minister 
replied, saying, (though it was not convenient to speak to 
such an excomunicate and intercommuned person,) ^^ The 
Lord rebuke thee, Satan, and put thee to silence ; we are 
not to receive information from thee, whatsoever fame any 
person goes under ; thou art seeking but to seduce this 
family, for Satan's kingdom is not divided against itself* " 
After which all went to prayer again, whidi being ended, 
for during the time of prayer no noise or trouble was made, 
except once that a loud fearful yell was heard at a distance ; 
the devil threatening and terrifying the lad Tom, who had 
come back that day with the minister, " That if he did not 
depart out of the house, he would set all on fire." Says the 
minister, ^* The Lord will preserve the house and the lad 
too, seeing he is one of .the family, and had God's warrant 
to tarry in it." The fiend answered, " He shall not get 
liberty to tarry ; he was once put out already, and shall not 
abide here, though I should pursue him to the eqd of the 
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world.*' The minister replied, "The Lord will stop thy 
malice against him." And then they all went to prayer 
again ; which being ended, the devil said. " Give me a 
spade and a shovel, and depart from the house for seven 
days, and I will make a grave, and lie down in it, and ehall 
trouble you no more." The goodman answered, " Not so 
much as a straw shall be given thee, through God's assist- 
ance, even though that would do it." The minister also 
added, " God shall remove thee in due time." The spirit 
answered, " I will not remove for you; I have my com- 
mission from Christ to tarry and vex this ffimily." The j 
minister answered." A permission thou hast indeed, but I 
God will stop it in due time." The devil replied, '* I have, j 
Sir, a commission which perhaps will last longer than your 
own." The minister died in the year 1655„ in Deci mber. 
The devil had told them, " That be had given his commis- 
sion to Tom to ke ep." The company inquired at the lad, 
who said, " There was soi^ething put into his pocjket,^ but 
it did not tarry." 

After this, the minister and the gentlemen arose and 
went to ihe place whence the voice seemed to come, to try 
if they could see or find any thing. After diligent search, 
nothing being found, the gentlemen began to say, " We 
think this voice speaks out of the children, for some of them 
were in their beds." The spirit answered, " You, lie, God 
shall judge you for your lying, and I and my father will 
come and fetch you to hell with warlock thieves ;" and so. 
the devil discharged the genilemen to speak any thing, 
saying, ^' Let him speak that hath a commission, (meaning 
the minister) for he is the servant of God." The gentle- 
men returning back with the minister, sat down near the 
place where the voice seemed to come ; and he opening his 
mouth, spake to them after this manner, " The Lord wiil 

b 
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rebuke this spirit in his own time, and cast him out." The 
devil answering, said, ^^ It is written in Mark, chap. ix. 
that the disciples could not cast him out.'' The minister 
repliedy ^^ What the disciples could not do, yet the Lord 
having heightened the parent's faith, for his own glory, did 
past him out, and so shall he thee.'' The devil replied, ^* 
It is written in Luke, chap. iv. that he departed and left 
him for a season." The minister said, " The Lord in the 
days of his humiliation, not only got the victory over' Satan 
in that assault in the wilderness, but when he came again, 
his success was no better : for it is written, John xiv. Be-^ 
hold, the prince of this world cometh and hath nothing in 
me, and being now in glory, he will fulfill his promise, — 
and God shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly," Rom. 
xvi. The devil answered, " It is written. Math. xxv. 
There were ten virgins, five wise and five foolish, and when 
the bridegroom came, the foolish virgins had no oil in their 
lamps, and went to the wise to seek oil ; and the wise said, 
go and buy for yourselves ; and while they went the bride- 
groom came, and entered in, and the door was shut, and 
the foolish virgins were sent to hell's fire." The minister 
answered, " The Lord knows the sincerity of his servants, 
and though there be sin and folly in us here, yet there is a 
fountain opened to the house of David for sin and unclean- 
ness ; when be hath washen us froqii our sins for his name's 
sake, he will cast the unclean spirit out of the land." The 
devil answered and said, *' Sir, you should have cited for 
that place of scriptqre Zech. xiii. and he began at the first 
verse, and repeated several verses, and concluded with these 
words : ^^ In that day I will cause the prophet and unclean 
spirit pass out of the land ;" but afterwards it is written, ^^ I 
will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." 
The minister answered ^nd said, " We know that our 
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blessed shepherd was smitten, and thereby hath braised thy 
head. And albeit in the hour of his sufferings, his disciples 
forsook him, Matth. xxvi. Yet now having asc^hded on 
high, he sits in glory, and is preserving, gathering in, and 
turning his hand upon his little ones, and will save his poor 
ones in this family from thy malice." The minister re- 
turning back a little, and standing upon the floor, the devil 
said, ^^ I knew not these scriptures till my father taught 
me them," Then the minister conjured him to tell whence 
he wds. The foul fiend replied, " That he was an evil 
spirit come from the bottomless pit of hell to vex this house, 
and that Satan was his father.'* And presently there ap- 
peared a naked hand, and an arm from the elbow down, 
beating upon the floor till the house did shake again, and 
also he uttered a most fearful and loud {jry, saying, " Come 
up, my father, come up ; I will send nay father among you ; 
see there he is behind your backs." Then the minister* 
said, ^^ I saw indeed a hand, and an arm, when the stroke 
was given and heard." The devil said to him, " Saw yoU 
that? it was not my hand, it waS my father's; my hand is 
naore black in the loof." " O (said Gilbert Campbell) 
that I may see thee as. well as I hear thee !" ^^ Would you 
see me (says the foul thief) put out the candle, and I shall 
come butt the house mong you like fire-balls^ I shall let 
you see me indeed." Alexander Bailie df Duilraggdd says 
to the minister, L^t us go then, and see if there be any 
hand to be Seen. The devil answered, " No, let him cornel 
then alone; he is a good honest man, his single woid may' 
be believed." About this time the devil abused Mr Robert 
Hay, a very honest gentlemen^ very ill with his tongue^ 
calling him witch and warlock. A little after, the deVil 
cries (it seems out of purpose and in of purpose) " A Witdh^ 
a witch^ there is a witch sitting upon the f uist^ take heK 
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away ;" he meant a lien sitting upon the balk of the house. 
These things being pastj all went to prayer, during which 
time he was silent ; prayer being ended, the devil answered 
and said, "If the goodman's son s prayers at the College 
of Glasgow did not prevail with God, my father and I had 
wrought a mischief here ere now." To which Alexander 
Bailie of Dunragged replied, " Well, well, I see you con- 
fess there is a God, and that prayer prevails with him ; and 
therefore, we must pray to God, and commit the event to 
him." To whom the devil replied, " Yea, Sir, you speak 
of prayer with your broad lipped hat, ( for the gentleman 
had lately gotten a hat in the fashion with broad lips ) PU 
bring a pair of sheers from my father which will clip the 
lips of it a little.'' Whereupon he presently imagined that 
he heard and felt a pair of sheers going round about his hat, 
which caused him lift it to see if the foul thief had meddled 
with it. 

During this time, several things, but of less moment, 
passed; as that he would have Tom a merchant, Rob a 
smith, John a minister, and Hugh a lawyer, all which in 
some measure came to pass. As to Janet the goodman's 
daughter, he cries to her, " Janet Campbell, Janet Camp- 
bell, wilt thou cast me thy belt?" Quoth she, " What a 
widdy wilt thou do with my belt?'* "I would fain (says 
he) fasten my loose bones close together with-it." A 
younger daughter sitting busking her poppies, as young 
girls use to do, being threatened by the fiend, that he would 
ding out her harns^ that is brain her, She answered, with- , 
out being concerned, " No, if God be to the fore;" and so 
fell to the work again. The goodwife of the house haidog 
brought out some bread, was breaking it to give every one 
of the company a piece. He cries, " Grisel Wyllie, Grisel 
Wyllie, give me a piece of that hard bread, (for So they 
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call their oat-cakes) I hav^e gotten nothing this day, but a 
bit from Marrit ;" that is, as they spake in that country, 
Margaret* The minister said, " Beware of that; for it is 
a sicrifieing to the deviL" The girl was called for, aild 
asked, if she gave him any hard bread ?" " No,^' says she ; 
*' but when I was eating my due-piece this morning, some- 
thing came and clicked ic out of my hand." 

The evening being now far spent^ it was thought fit, that 
every one should withdraw to his owii home. Then did 
the devil Cry out fearfully, " Let not the minister go home, 
I shall burn the house if he go ;" and maiiy other ways did 
he threaten. After the minister had gone forth, Gilbert 
Campbell was very instant with him to tarry^ whereupon 
he returned, all the rest going home. When he came into 
the house, the devil gave a great gaff of laughter. " You 
have now, Sir, done my bidding." *^ Not thine, answered 
the otherj" but in obedience to God have I returned, to 
bear this man company, whom thou dost afflict." Then did 
the minister call upon God* And when the prayer was 
ended, he discharged the weaver^ and all the persons of the 
family, to speak a word to the devil ; and when he spake^ 
that they should only kneel down and pray to God. The 
devil then roared out mightly, and cried out, " What, will 
ye not speak to me ? I shall strike the bairns, and do all 
manner ^f mischief.*' But after that time no answer was 
made to him, and so for a long time no speech was heard* 
Several times he hath beat the children in their beds, and 
the claps of his loof upon their buttocks would have been 
heard, but without any trouble to them. While the min- 
ister and gentlemen were standing at the door, ready to go 
home, the minister's wife and the goodwife were within ; 
then cried Satan, ** Grisel, put out the candle/' Says she 
to the minister's wife, " Shall I do it ?" " No ; (says the 
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Other,) for then you shall obey the devil." Upon this he 
cries again with a lotider shout, ^^ Put out the candle,'' The 
candle still burns. The third time he cries, *^ Put out the 
candle ;" and no obedience being given to him, he did so 
often reiterate these words, and magnify his voice, that it 
was astonishing to hear him^ which made them stop their 
ears: they thinking the sound was just at their ears; at 
last the candle was put out. ^^ Now, (says he) Pil trouble 
you know more this night." 1 must here insert what I 
hefird from one of the ministers of the presbytery, who^ 
with the rest, were appointed to meet at the weaver's house 
for prayer and other exercises of that kind. When the day 
came, five only met ; but before they went in, they stood a 
while in the croft which lies round about the house, con- 
sidering what to do. They resolved upon to thmgs. Firsts 
There should be no words of conjuration used, as command- 
ing him in the name ot God to tell whence he was, or 
to depart from the family ; for which they thought they 
had no call from God. Secondly, That when the devil 
spoke, none should answer him, but hold on in their wor- 
shiping of God, and the duties they were called to. When 
all of them had prayed by turns, and three of them had spo- 
ken a word or two from the Scripture, they prayed again, 
and then ended without any disturbance. When that 
brother who informed me had gone out, one Hugh Nisbet, 
one of the company^ came running after him, desiring him 
to come back, for he had begun to whistle^ ^^ No, (says 
the other) I tarried as long as God called roe ; but go in 
again, I will not" After this the said Gilbert suffered 
much loss, and had many sad nights^ not two nights in one 
week free, and thus it continued till ApriL From April to 
July he had some respite and ease ; but after he was mol-^ 
ested with new assaults ; even their victuals were so abusedi 
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that the family was in hazard of starving ; and that which 
they ate gave them not the ordinary satisfaction they were 
wont to find. 

In this sore and sad uffliction, Gilbert Campbell resolved 
to make his address to the synod of Presbyters, for advice 
and counsel what to do, which was appointed to convene 
in Oct. 1655, namely, Whether to forsake the house or 
not ? The Synod, by their committi>e, appointed to meet 
to Glenluce in Feb. 1656, thought lit that a solemn humili* 
ation should be kept through all the bounds of the synod ; 
and, amongst other causes, to request God in behalf of that 
afflicted family ; which being done carefully, the event was, 
that his trouble grew less till April, and from April to 
August he was altogether free. About which time the devil 
began with new assaults : and taking the ready meat which 
was in the house, did sometimes hide it in holes by the 
door-posts, and at other times hid it under the beds, and 
sometimes among the bed-clothes, and under the lines, and 
at last did parry it quite away, till nothing was left there 
save bread and water. — This minds me of a small passage 
as a proof of what is said. — The goodwife one morning 
making pottage for the children's breakfast, had the tree- 
plate, wherein the meal lay, snatched from her quickly. 
*^ Well (says she) let me have ray plate again.*' Where- 
upon it came flying at her, without any skaith done. It is 
like, if she had sought the meal too, she might have got it : 
Such is his civility when he entreated, a small homage will 
please him ere he want all. After this he exercised his 
malice and cruelty against all persons in the family, in 
wearying them in the night-time, by stirring and moving 
through the house; so that they had no rest for noise, 
which continued all the month of August after this manner. 
After which time the devil grew yet worse, by roaring and 



